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Above: Student leaders present the petition to Alderman Powell.

The March nearing the Council House (on the right).

2,000 MARCH

FOR UNIONS

News in brief_ |

~ Carnival Chairman
makes statement

N a ganllaral statement handed to “Redbrick” last week by the Carnival
Committee Chairman, students are urged to take part in the raising
of £15,000 for charity, the selling of 50,000 Barb (Rag) magazines and

80,000 Car Competition Tickets.
Stress is also laid upon involving
bp_bh students and the people of
EJr_:ningham in an annual event
Wwhich will raise money for charity

and hopefully strengthen the ties |

of t-he two communities of the Uni-
versity and the City.

Help, it is stated, is needed from
students in participating in the
events during Carnival week (Feb.
_ESLh-Mar'ch 4th) and more generally
in backing up Carnival Committee
[rom now until Carnival 72 is over.
Btudents interested in helping and
participhting should contact Car-
niv_a] Office on the 2nd floor of the
Union any lunchtime.

Overseas

volunteers

JEFF ALDERSON will be talking

about the British Volunteer
Programme in the Union Council
chmlnber tomorrow at 1 pm. Dis-
Ellfssmn will also be with particulay
Teference to Voluntary Service Over-
seas (V.8.0.).

A great many students who will
Braduate this year will be unwilling
to settle into a 8 to 5 type of job
:?&t-mc Immediately after univer-
; Voluntary Service Overseas offers
:}? oppm'tunilty for an exciting
3 awnglfhot: environment coupled with
pat‘zgi—l ! v.h:lel {md interesting occu-
e mor SErVing others. Students
ris Pielf interested should contact
Urii.o ett or Frank McCormick via

1 Pigeon Holes,

Best of the
Sixth

‘11 DUCATION COMMITTEE are
A attempting to revive previous
Guild. plans for a sixth form panel
of student speakers to visit local
schools. In a letter circulated last
week, it states that the idea of a
student panel of visiting speakers
would be to encourage better under-
standing. by - probable University
undergraduates of Higher Educa-

tion, its problems and potentialities.

A meeting for intending speakers
is to be heéld a week today on Wed-
nesday, December 1st in Couneil
Chamber at 1.15.

Folks Jubilee

(" N December 4th the Birming-

ham Association of Youth
Clubs and the English Folk Dance
and Song Society are celebrating
their Diamond Jubilees with a Folk-
in at Birmingham Town Hall,

Groups and entertainers such as
Steel Eye Span, Tommy Dempsey
and the Ian Campbell Folk Club
will be leading the dancing and
singing.

Tickets are available from
Town Hall, 60p and £1.

the

By ““Redbrick’ Reporter
Pictures : Gary Marks

BOUT 2,000 students from

various universities and

colleges marched to the Council House last Wednesday
afternoon despite appalling weather. The March was orga-
nised by Aston Joint Union and was intended as a protest

against the Government's proposals for

financing.

student union

The main body of marchers assembled at Aston Union at 2 p.m.
and speeches were made by lan McGrae, Aston President, and
Hugh Lamming, N.U.S. area organiser as to the purpose and aims

of the March.

A motion was moved as to whe-
ther or not the route should be
altered so as to take in Empire
House, in Edmund Street (the
Conservitive Party H.Q.). On a
show of hands the motion was
passed.

The march then moved off just
after 2.30 to chants of “Thaicher
out, Student Autonomy in". and
“Thatcher, we want you dead".

The procession stretched for
nearly half-a-mile from the Aston
campus to Colmore Row, where it
was joined by students from the
College of Food and Domestic Arts,
to assemble in Victoria Square, out-
side the Council House,

The detour past the Conservative
H.Q. was made prior to this, and
chants of “Sieg Heil" were made at
onlooking Tories.

At the Council House four stu-
dent leaders, including Anne Nay-
lor and Ian McRae, handed in a
petition with approximately 3,000
signatures. Alderman Powell,
chairman of the Higher Education
Committee, accepted the petition
and eommented that he was unable
to give any impression of the feel-
ings of his committee, as yet.

The march then proceeded down
New Street and Corporation Stireet,
back to Aston Joint Union, for a
discusslon on future tactics and
strategy.

The meeting, however, was poorly
attended, and rather extreme in the
views expressed.

Letter from the V-G—Page 2
N.U.S. Conference Report—Page 5

Action day

lf l‘-HE M.U.S. conference at Margate

called for a national day of
action on December 8th which in-
cludes asking college and univer-
sity authorities to cancel academic
activities on this day, and organis-
ing marches and meetings at local
level.

The attempt by Aston Joint Guild
to ask conference to sanction the
“total shutdown of every academic
institution” was defeated. However,
the delegates did instruct the N.U.S.
Executive to call an emergency
meeting in January to reassess the
situation, or earlier if the Govern-
ment issued firm proposals for union
reorganisation before that date.

The Conference also agreed
that Union funds should be pub-
licly accountable to ensure that
were “not misapplied in a fraudu-
lent manner.” However, this “ac-
countability” must not reach a level
which interfered with the right of
student unions' self-government.

Ex-student
becomes
Minister

AN ex-University student,
Elvin McDavid, has been
appointed Minister of Informa-
tion and Gulture in the Govern-
ment of Guyana, until 1968
British Guiana.

Elvin entered the University in
1963 and graduated in 1970 with &
second-class  degree  in  political
science after formerly working for
a degree in Civil Engineering.

During his stay on the campus
Elvin involved himself actively in
Guild and Student affairs becoming
Chairman of Events Committee in
1968, the vear of the Sit-in and sub-
sequently Chairman of Festival.

Elvin stood for President of the
Guild in 1869 but was defeated by
Mike Terry.

©On his retwrn to Guyana in 1976
Elvin was appointed Special Politi-
cal Assistant to the Prime Minister,
Forbes Burnham and gained
valuable experience as 4 member of
several governmental committees.

His ability and devotion sky-
rocketed him to promotion and it
wias no surprise when the Prime
Minister announced his appoint~
ment last August despite his youth-
ful age of twenty-seven.

Council elections

TOMINATIONS for Guild Coun-
- cil closed last Monday for
Fresher, Ordinary and Postgraduate
constituencies. Returns have been
regrettably low, many major seats
such a5 Chemistry and Social
Science retuwrning uncontested or
remaining unfilled.

Balloting will take place on
Thursday in the Union, 9.30 am, to
6.0 p.m. for the few contested seats
such as Law and Mathematical
Sciences.




Chunderful

Christmas
—'humbug’

ESPITE that
that becomes endemic this
time of vear—that you've been sen-
tenced for life to stay on the Bir-
mingham campus past mis-
deeds—relief is. on the way. Ib's
only twenty-four davs to the end of
term and Chrissy-time,

Already God has noted this—to

the tune of “I'm dreaming of a
kel h s, Snow descended
on Saturday making the campus
look clean for once.

Layer upon layer quickly covered
the scurrying red-faced Vopos
setting their anti-student scowls
into permanent grins, The campus
daubers committee took one took
at the sleet and decided that it was
better to seek truth from f
serve the people in f
blazing log-fire.
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As the snow degenerated into
slush, impoverished, rd-up stu-
dents found it difficu drive their
Lotus-Elans around city's
roads

sne

But
The City Council,
provi 0 a trendy
metropolis  sent workmen
speedily up rickety ladders to adorn
Fair New Street with light bulbs
that rarely glow and have an un-
fortunate way of de-socketing them-
selves on to the public below.

Christmas is mot all snow.

eager

to turn a

Someone borrowed a f ree from

Calthorpe Park and put it in the
* centre but the po had to be
called out when sey Brummies

decided to use the s SOUrCe.

Christmas is

11 for piving. ... £ As
the shop-managers so eagerly note,
In a rather sub manceuvre

“Sale," in Brum

1aye been convenie
heighten the Yuletide
soodwill to all men
Money.

who

have

Asg for the University
2 itself in
is for st ¥
oncern for the community by
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lise money f
drown the distant hu

, Christmas
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145 means a
& to meet fellow

£ annual buck:
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Inion ego-
nd spades
arence. To

ew Body it is arture to
an for £5-a-nig noms, free
food and a swimming pool. They
Vi round to discussing the
| To Guild Councillors Christmas is
thie time to gather shivering into a
Union corner like proverbial
Robin and plot next year's Presi-
dency alternatively impart the

Christmas message by sliding a
metaphorie stiletto into vour oppo-
nent's ribs,

To the rest of us Christmas is
the time to depart this academic
izloo. and satiate poorly-main-
tained appetites on turkey and pud.
A time to see mum and dad and

enjoy a few days’ rest from the

tedium of the University, Whoever
heard of this Jesus—Christ only
knows,
rRggRgaeimeaoum e
“REDBRICK"

Thiz is the last edition of “Red-
brick” before Christmag, Copy for
the first edition next m should

be handed to the editor by Sunday,
January 16th.

"REDBRICK' WISHES ALL ITS
READERS A VERY HAPPY
CHRISTMAS AND A
PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR,

Luv: Russell, Gary, Paul, Ginette,
John, Rod, Pauline, Barabara,
Andy, Niek, Mary, Linda, John,

Tony, Digit, and many others,

nauseous feeling
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% Debate R A s R e

Student power — a fallacy

Lﬁ. ST Wednesday, November

17th, Debating Society returned

to the Council Chamber, having tasted the delights of Deb.
Hall, to debate the motion, *“This House recognises that students

have no real power.”
Mr. Allon White convening.

The debate on student power w
opened by the chairman. who called
upon the first speaker for the pro-
position, Mr. Patrick O'Donovan,
Jjournalist from the “Observer”. Mr.
O'Donovan rose, and destroyed the
house’s hiopes of hearing the guaint
dinlectical eccentricities his name
implied. by speaking in very pass-
able Oxbridge English. He ex-
pressed surprise that he had been
asked to speak on this particular
motion, singe bheing past the bloom
of youth (we would never have
guessed it) his passion (!) and out-
look differed from those of students.

Students, he said, suflered the
grave disadvantage of being dis-
liked by the general public, and
cited the pleasure of neighbouring
inhabitants at the deaths of
dents in the riots in Ame
universities during recent
People considered students
grateful, and failed to unde
the finer points of many of

2RIS.

-

Mr. John Ringguth was in the chair, with

smut”, and he maintained that
while people felt thus they would
always be working to destroy the
possibility of students having real
DOWEr.

Mr, Dighy Jacks was then called
upon to speak for the opposition.
As President of the N.U.S. he de-
nied that students had any coer-
cive power such as that of an
army or a government ministry. He
dismissed the argument of the
proposition as being “the philosophy
of apathy” and disputed the vili-
dity of the argument that students

must beware of alienating the
public. He eguated power with in-
fuence, and the ability to alter,

however subtly, the course of events
—not with totalitarian control.

He then spoke of students’ power
as citizens through our ability to
vote and our potential power as
future governors, No government,
he maintained, could support the

will have to. Mr. Jacks mis-quoted
from Marx to the effect that there
is an innate power in ideas and
provided these are coherent and
communicable, students have a
power not of compulsion but of
influence on society by virtue of
the democratic system.

Lastly, students have power as
political indicators, and he remin-
ded us of France in 1968 where
student unrest had anticipated
public unrest and acted as a cata-
lyst to further changes. He con-
cluded that students have subtle
but real power, and condemned Mr.
O'Donovan’s speech on the grounds
of vague generalisation,

Mr. Anthony Speaigh arose to
second ‘the proposition, and struck
fear into the hearts of those sitting
nearer the front of the house, who
expected to be concussed at any
minute by a barrage of plums
emanating from the back of his
throat. But no, he really does
speak like that., My, Speaight is
the Vice-President of the Federation
of Conservative Students, and his
debating style, nurtured in Oxford
Union Society, blossomed in Coun-
cil Chamber.

He thought is was “great fun to
be here” and informed us that his
speech was to be based on false

subjects they studied, such as antagonism of the student body as
sociology, which in his view was  the Tory Government, through Mrs.
looked upon as “thinly-disguised Thatcher's consultative document,

V-C Clarifies

FINANCING STUDENT UNIONS

EAR SiR,—I believe it to be the view of the University that Student
Unions, together with their affliated clubs and societies, have an
important part to play within the universities, and arrangements for their
financing should be such as to ensure that they continue to work efiectively.
MNo-one in the University of Birmingham wants to change the present
status and Constitution of the Guild of Students and the Guild's traditional

freedom in running its own affairs,

The Guild Senate Commitieg, the Senate and University Council will

all

be considering the document issued by the Secretary of State.

Yours sincerely,
R. B. HUNTER,
Yice-Chancellor

Reconsider Carnival

l)}:!‘" SIR—Carnival draws
again, anyone who dares

rom Concourse to

oor can see that

the
small

group known as Carnival Com

tee plotting new terrors to unl

few for goodly

pennies

causes. However, amongst all these
zood intentions surely the time has
come to reconsider the role of
Carnival.

It grieves me to agree with Nora
Hinks, but the (traditional rag
week has changed, even from the
times that I, in my youth can re-

required for

ADVERTISING MANAGER

The job involves selling advertising space to local
businesses and would interest a dynamic go-getter.
The successful applicant will have to show initiative
in demanding situations. Would be ideal for first year
willing to take on greater responsibility next year.

Applications to Business Manager, Nick Booker,
via “Redbrick’ Pigeon Hole at Reception.

“REDBRICK"

member as a small bystander watch-
ing many mad students enjoy them-
selves, and amuse us,

Then it was a ftrue Carnival, but
times have changed, not only to dis-
interest amongst the public, but also
disinterest amongst the students.

How many of yvou went home over
Carnival last year?

The constitution of Carnival Com-
mittee says that the money raised
can _only 2o to Birmingham
charities. Instead of just handing
the money over we should be asking,
why do we have to provide this?
Why is there a need for students to
provide heating for old-age pen-
sioners and schools for children in
Balsall Heath? Britain is a rich
country, Birmingham is a rich city,
why are all these amenities not pro-
vided by the council?

Even so, beyond all this there is
4 deeper problem: few people would
deny that there is need amongst
groups in this country, but how
much greater is the need of a large
number of people than live in this
country.

It is bad that children in Bir-
mingham have inadequate heating
in their schools, but it is a tragedy
that many millions are dying from
disease and starvation.

Which 1s the more mportant
group to aid?
The present constitution denies

aid to all outside Birmingham, yet
is mot & human a human whether
living in Birmingham, London or
Bangla Desh. Let us aid those in
greatest need first, and hope that
others will follow our example.
Yours,

Hoping that one day eivil-

isation will come to this

world,

TIM GREENWOOD,
Elec. Eng. 2.
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MOVING BEING

present

“"ANGELS"

By GEOFF MOORE
Breathtakingly beautiful,
multi-media show.
THURSDAY, FRIDAY
and SUNDAY
at 8 p.m. only.
Saturday late show at
11 p.m. only.

Non-members welcome.

premise and imperfect logie an
the house was regaled it ..
example of the latter which eng,
with “all socialists are turnips» For
him, the only real power was for,
ible authority, and were stuqp,
to gain power of any sort !,h:
would be incapable of enforeing 4
dependent as they are on Gmrcm‘,
ment financing.

The eminent Mr. Rod Playforg,
ex-President of the Guilg ang
seconding the opposition, rose apy
stated that the debate was really
revolving around the definition g
real power. He then deviated for
4 few minutes to offer Mr. Jag
£1,000 to sleep with his girl-friend
and to make a profound analogy ta
do with soap-powder. He said that
students have the power of consyl
tation which is real, that studenty
were now sitting on Senate apg
other university bodies. Students
have recognised their power ang
were taking responsibility for it
This was by the most inspireg
speechh of the evening and Mr

Playford resumed his seat to a
resounding oration.
Mr. O'Donovan and Mr. Jack

summed up, riterating their maiy
points. The motion was put to ths
vote and thrown out.

ANGY MANN,

Tweedsmuir
and pollution

M\EAR RUSSELL,—May I writa
and “congratulate” you on your
brilliant new withered hack? I
refer of course to the stunning
debut of Mr. E. Biddolph Georgs
(or whatever the man is called).
You must introduce me to your new
protegs,

Is he really as illiterate as he ap-
pears? (He cannot even spell my old
chum Anthony Lee's name properly:
not that Tony cares so long as it
printed!) As far as there being any
connection between us, all I will say
is that Tony is a good deal (sic)
funnier than Randy Gilph.

Anyway, in view of that particu-
lar piece of flotsum appearing in
your publication, Russell, I do not
think I can ask you to spend
Christmas at the villa at all.

Yours regretfully,
GAVIN TWEEDSMUIR.
Villa Onassis,
Rue des Pseuds,
Corfu.

IR, —Subsequent to my letter af

last week I am appalled to ses
that the ‘Gavin Tweedsmuir' column
is spreading across the pagze like

some  evil-smelling fungus. Nob
only that but it appears to b2
reaching even lower levels of

inanity and puerility.

As for that supposed interview
with our President, if I was Hhet
boyfriend I would have gon®
straight up to Tweedsmuir's offica
and thumped him.

If you want a gossip column let'’s
have a proper one and not a load
of malicious half-truths,

By the way I still feel polluted!

I remain sir, a dissatisfied reader

E. RANDOLPH GEORGE

Student,
“Greytowers,”
Moseley.
I
| ] TRt
Expansion

Record Stores

8 PICCADILLY ARCADE,
NEW STREET

Progress Music
Progressive Records
Students and Nurses Discount

Joss, Posters
Underground Magazings

—

The Gavih
Tweedsmuir
Column

lse my fun-loving friends at Deb. Soc. have done recently,

N ecert.airfly brought out the best of her sniledl Highness, the
ing. On reading the front-page “Redbrick" exposé_ of
s frolics, she immediately exploded into a heartfelt, soul-rocking

Db sm'r Deb. Sot, and a bitter condemnation of Wadbwick. It seemed
defenze s with my old chums Wod and Wussell were going to be things
that I8 At one point in her sustained buffoonery the good lady even

of T;iﬁfﬂ‘d resignation from the Wadbwick, staff, the Union, the sub-
contemps

Human Wace, etc. etc. g .
At last 45 she headed for boiling point, she could ICOnt:llljl herself no
wer. "Who wrote thiz?" she cried. She was immediately u_mionned by

lo_n;.IE]- _born, delicate Mr. Justice Ringguth (15) that the writer of the

['m“:,?ng plece was someone not a million miles away from Wodney him-

oiir-:‘n gnatching the paper back she quickly scanned the nnldlc_ colur?nns
;Eg'[l]p this time reaching the conclusion that “Ah well, it is quite fair I
suppose.”’
in the midst of the guailings about I?ah. Soc's excesses may | just
gnquire as to who complained over the Guild's oheess and wine party (by
invitation only) at which so many of the yohs, hacks and pseudies who are
guild Coungily thoroughly disgraced themselves?

1t iz with great regret that I must t}lrn my attention to a feeble
publication known as “Hot Alr." This fetid, badly—put—ltogether heap of
hog's offal purports to tell anvone who cares :,uppencg either way exactly
th:w goes on in the Guild, Reading as it does, like a cross het\':ree_n
what's-off-in-London and a specimen script irurn_ Starls on Sunday, it is
without doubt the most patronising, oafish, fawning piece of E:rudcllery to
pave paper-darted my way in quite a few years. The man l.m.hmlj [ th?s
marvel is of course, none-other than Mr. Paul Dodgson (no ‘e’ N.B.) whose

presence At Press Council was so warmly appreciated when it arrived too

late to hear
Joint of fact, Mr. Dodgson's organ . ! ;
:Jf cod's gon]iles that I do it a great service to mention it at all.

Competition: What have the following got in common?
(a) A piece of stale gouda.

(b) 3 tons of molasses.

(c) A dehydrated pancreas.

(d) A snail’s ovary.

{e) Russell Willson.
Answers please care of Russell Willson, Guild Secretary. (Who?—Ed.)

THATE
they have
puchess of Toot

APOLOGY

In last week's column I :ipplied the epithet “eni!e_ptic"_tu _Guil_d Council.
It has been quite rightly pointed out to me that this adjective is not one

which can or should be used in a light-hearted or humorous manner.
unreservedly withdraw it and apologise for any offence it may have given.

the arguments inyolved in the O'Sheer Nonsense Show. In
(no jokes) is such an unutterable load

1

POLYTECHNIC
BURSARIES FUND

Applications are invited from
undergraduate students of the
University of Birmingham, for
grants from the above fund of up
to £100 for travel (which must be
of a nature which will be beneficial
to the pursuit of the recipients’
studies) and of up to £25 for books

and equipment.

Successful applicants must be in
receipt of the maximum mainten-
ance grant from their local educa-
tion authority; and must also have
resided for a period of five years
in the City of Birmingham, or in
Warley, Halesowen or Meriden.

Further particulars and applica-
tion forms are available from the
University Registry.

Focus

and forms, and stir together
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et a rise with

TﬁKE a few thousand homo sapiens, add a fistfull of non-events

with glass and concrete build-

ings to taste, in an extensive campus. This cake, called Freshgrs’
Conference, rarely rises, and it seems more often flops. The \nts‘u
ingredient has been missed out; you need PEOPLE to make this

cake rise,
My numerpus acquaintances made
during the Conference faded into

oblivion in my memory long ago,

but I was lucky enough to see a
modest People not Psychiatrists
notice in the Unilon:

“City life can be hostile and im-
personal, Sometimes it gets too
much to cope with alone, but there
seems to be no-one to turn to, so
often we resort to psychiatrists,
drugs, etc., when it is not really
these we need, We are afraid to
go to other people because we think
they will turn us away.”

With these words I saw a glim-
mer of hope, a person with a real
understanding of others' problems
must have written them.

1 phoned Jenny who was included
on the network list and went to
my first P.N.P. gathering, a step
which I now realise has beéen my
most valuable one in the past seven
weeks in Birmingham.

1 felt abit up-tight at first, walk-
ing into a roomful of strangers, but
soon I made close contact with a
group of people who have become
very important to me. In a few
hours I had made contact with
friends whom I felt I had Enown
all my life, when in the five days
of the Conference I had experienced
only the emptiness of a lost multi-

tude.

To have met P.N.P. was a quirk
of fate for which I will ever be
greateful, but many at the Univer-
sity have not been so lucky. Some
lack the self-confidence to make
contact with others, and are deter-
red by the difficulty of breaking
into one of the close-knit cliques
which have inevitably formed.

These people will find no way of

getting out of their predicament
unless others make the effort to

meet them. Others cannot face up
to life in Birmingham at weekends
where they tend to lead a hermitic
mode of life fearing social contact.
They often return home at week-
ends, to the only home they know.
Often there is the temptation to
extend the weekend in order to re-
main in more familiar and secure
surroundings, and once lectures on
Fridays and Mondays are missed
there begins a vicious circle.

Perhaps a complete week will be
missed, depression will result from
backlog of work which need to be
caught up with—and never will,
and depression will make life even
more difficult to cope with.

Perhaps you are aware of people
with such problems, but what can
you do to help? They need a home
in Brum, others who value their
friendship, and a feeling of belong-
ing. This is where P.N.P. may he
able to help. Since we have all had
problems ourselves, we understand
how hard life can be, and feel that
we can often help others as a re-
sult of our past experience.

Some of us are socially alienated,
some isolated, depressed, suicided,
ete, others escaping psychiatric
tables and a few who believe they're
O.K. and are just helping. P.N.P.
is neither an organisation nor an
institution but a group of people
who realise the value of pf:rso_nal
relationships and enjoy r_neetlng
others who have similar feelings.

Such relationships lead to great
mutual benefits—we are able to help
one another. We also have informal
get-togethers in  one another’s
homes every week to which ANY-
ONE is very welcome. It's 80 rnuclh
easier to talk freely with others in
the relaxed atmosphere of a
friendly home with a cup of coflee
in one’s hand.

EFDSS

Double Diamond Jubilee FOLK-IN
d with

STEEL-EYE SPAN

IAN CAMPBELL Folk Group
GREEN MAN Morris & Sword Glub and Dancing and
Singing for All
with MIKE BILLINGTON, BIDFORD BAND, CORNRIGS, ete.
DEC. 4th
BIRMINGHAM TOWN HALL

TICKETS 60p and £1.00, Town Hall Box Office.

& BAYC

45

Late Bar.

P.N.P.

This is the type of atmosphere
which I feel the University totally
lacks. It would be so nice to have
a comfortable warm room for those
who find the lounges rather desc-
late and lacking in intimacy. Also
people on the Brum network would
like the opportunity to meet people
at the University and have sug-
gested that we should have a get-
together in the Union once a week,

Those of us who are on the net-
work list below are for you to con-
tact if you would like to find out
more about P.N.P, if you feel “in
nead”, or if yvou just want someone
to talk to. Sometimes you may re-
celve a closedup, unhelpful reaction
from your call—other times the
complete TEVErse; Warm, Ccompas-
sionate, understanding and human.

We've all got problems (and know
it) and so inconsistency abounds,
put don't give in too easily, phone
round a bit first,

If you're interested in P.N.P, give
one of us a ring:

Jamet: 357 3630 (Greal Barr)

Moona: 449 5088 (Moseley)

Terry: 428 7586 (Bearwood)

Audrene: 747 2795 (Castle Bromwich)

Bill: 523 5862 (Lozells-Aslon)

Mary: 553 D624 (West Bromwich)

Dennis: 707 78090 (Solihull)

Janet: 523 7603 (Handaworth)

Clive: 523 7603 (Handsworth)

Lorna: 559 2456 (Halesowen)

Jay: 553 2456 (Halesowen)

Jane: 427 6125 (Harborna)

Jenny: 444 3481 (King's Heath)

Peter; 444 3481 (King's Heath)

Mike Turnbull, University of Birmingham
Guild of Students. Messages to Union
pigeon holes or 472 1841.

INTERESTED IN P.NP.? If so
come along any time after 8 p.m.
this Thursday (25th) to an informal
get-together in the Rest Room
(bottom of stairs leading to ladies’
loo opposite St. Francis Hall exit
in the Union) and meet some

_ people who are on the Birmingham
network, or contact Mike Turnbull
via pigeon holes.

Together we will be able to help
one another and others, and help
make the Union a better place to
live in.

THURSDAY, NOYV. 25th |
8 pm.
ST. FRANGIS’ HALL

ILLUSTRATED
| TALK

by
ANDREW WAY
On EDUCATION &
MISSION WORK IN
THAILAND.
All welcome. —

BUFFET

., FILMS

All enquiries to : Mr. A. Rut

THE MANOR HOUSE J.C.R.

cordially offer you an invitation

to their

BALL

to be held on

Friday, December 3rd

between the hours of

8 30 and Breakfast

BAR & DANCING until 3.00 a.m.
Double Ticket £3 50

herford, Manor House, Birmingham.

*
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ES, well, that went a bit wrong,’'
Director of Social Services for Birmingham.

If you live in a city like Birmingham and you are disabled,
aged or chronically sick, many of the tasks which are part of normal
living can be major operations, especially if you are not receiving
the domiciliary support services that the state by statute have said

should be provided.

This can occur for various rea- Union, any day between 1p.m. and
2 pm.

sons, from ignorance of the state's
provisions by the individual to ig-
norance of the person’s existence by
the state agencies. For these, among

of Birmingham universities and col-
leges are conducting surveys and
devoting a whole week to this area
of need (February 21st to 26th).

Surveys : How you

can help

said the Assistant

The second survey will involve a
lengthy questionnaire and for this
other reasons, the Comac groups L85k & smaller group of people will
be required who will need a degree
of tact and diplomacy. This second
survey we hope to conduct on Satur-
day, December 4th.

Driving dangerously

Having said that the state pro-
vides aids for the disabled does not
The first surveys will take place mean that even these are adequate.
on Saturday, November 27th, when You will, no doubt, have seen those
we hope as many students as pos-
sible will turn out to help, To enable
more people to know more about
the survey. a meeting is being held
on Thursday, 256th, in Committee about.
Room 3 at 1 pm.-

“three-wheeled” cars (?) which dis-
abled people are provided with, and
you may assume that they are good
because they get disabled people
Or call at easily, when they turn over they
Comac Office, second floor of the are liable to catch fire, they have no

by

petrol gauge, although the amount
of petrol can be measured by get-
ting out of the vehicle and using a
dipstick, They also use 20 to 1
petrol and oil mixture which an in-
creasing number of garages are
ceasing to sell.

“Yes, well, that went
a bit wrong”’

In last week's “What is Comac?"”
article it stated that the Chronically
Sick and Disabled Act, 1970, said
new public buildings should have
facilities for disabled persons. It
would seem reasonable, therefore, to
expect that such provision would
have been incorporated in the New
Central Library, With this in mind,
I asked the Assistant Director of
Social Services, Mr. Cowley, if pro-
vision had been made in the library.
He replied;

“Yes, well, that went a big wrong,’*
but went on to assure me that the
situation was being discussed and
anyway it was not his department.

Whistles or
Telephones ?

Mr. Cowley repeatedly assured me
that the department's problem in
meeting needs was not finance, but
staff, and when, at the end of the
inerview, I asked if I could quote
him as saying this, he qualified it

LR R AT III!IHIII}IIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIllIIliIIllu.

Comac Disabled
Persons Campaign

Graham Surman

to “not wholly finance but mostly
staff.!”

Birmingham Council’'s progres-
sive(?) outlook has been reported
in the national Press. It was stated
that the council were providing dis-
abled and chronically sick persons
with whistles rather than tele-
phones so they could summon assis-
tance. Try it some and find out
what little response you get.

Railways : A new
experience

Railway journeys can be a whole
new trip of hitherto unseen won-
ders. If you want to travel from
New Street Station you cannot gain
access to platforms in the usual
way if you are in a wheelchair.
‘What happens is, you get this por-
ter and he takes you down in this
lift in a dark subway dripping with
water and numerous other items,
You will be wheeled along under the
roar of trains which sound as
though they are coming through
the subway roof.

Those of you who have used the
rallway station at New Street will
know that the only toilets are at
street level and so you cannot use
a toilet without getting a porter,
ete., once you have got to the plat-
forin. If you cannot get out of your
wheelchair at all you will usually
have to travel the whole journey in
the guard's van.

T R

There are numerous other
stacles:

=]
8

High kerbstones at pedestrigy
crossings; S

Steps into many public bltllfl]ngg
such as Social Security offices

The constant cey of “what hap-
pens if there is a fire?" especially
from some employers and restayr.
anteurs.

Many shops with narrow door.
ways and obstacles called displ
which make even walking h
ous.

Many reports show  housing
totally unsuitable to needs. This ljs;
could be endless and it is not pos.
sible to outline all the problems
in this article. It is, however, neces.
s5ary to survey how these sort of
problems relate to Birmingham ang
this is another aspect of the cam-
palgn. Surely it is worthwhile tq
expose prejudice wherever it exists,

It is necessary to criticise steps
at main entrances to buildings, like
the Barber Institute, which foree
people in wheelchairs to seek g
more devious, less dignified en-
trance. Is their impairment nol
enough?

Do you want to help bring to
light the laxity of state action, the
numbers not receiving the help they
need, the limiting factors which can
be remedied? In short, to make
those authorities with responsibili-
ties fulfil them in the fullest sen
then help in Comac, Disablement
Campaign,

EVENTS COMMITTEE PRESENTS:

FRIDAY, NOV. 26th from the States

FRIDAY, DEC. 10th

FRIDAY, DEC. 3rd

To be announced

in

FANNY & SUTHERLAND

concert with

BROTHERS BAND, Deb. Hall, 50p—8 p.m.

QUINTESSENCE
guests OPEN ROAD, Great Hall Tickets in

advance only, 60p from Student Union—
7.45 p.m.

special

A
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BRIAN MORRIS REPORTS ON THIS YEAR'S

N.U.S. CONFERENCE AT MARGATE

--wHEN you leave callege you will be unemployed or
exploited.” (Applause). This phrase from Clive
Jenkins' speech on Saturday afternoon summed up the mood
of delegates at the N.U.S. Margate.Conference, 197 1—one
of anger and a certain fearfulness at the prospects for
students and the student movement. In an interview Mr.
Jenkins gave to "‘Redbrick,”” he pointed out that a first degree
is ceasing to be a marketable commodity, and that the decade
might see the growth of a new social phenomenon, the
graduate proletariat.

N.U.S. Conference, like students generally, is misrepresented
badly by the press. This was most obvious at the opening session
on Friday evening which discussed the Executive's report for the
past year. This detailed record of N.U.S.’s laborious work in help-
ing its membership in the fields of travel, welfare, information, and
help in cases of disciplinary injustices, representations to govern-
ment departments, ete. was met by a totally empty national press
table and a student press table whose occupants’ view of life had
been distorted by two hours' free drinks.at the press reception.

The real discussion ‘began on students’ union. An  Edinburgh
Saturday miorning with the motion amendment which opposed the idea
1 was defeated by only 252 to 229.
Anne Naylor spoke very tellingly
against this amendment to make
Birmingham's first speech. An
nationals with headlines aboul  amendment to alter the adminisra-
“cehoolkids’ militaney.” In fact, tive structure of the proposed union
considerable opposition was shown was carrigd 285-256, with Birming-
to N.U.S. helping to set up a school ham in the minority.

on art colleges and on school stu-
d This latter was seized aon
with delight by the Right-wing

LEeVI'S STA-PREST
KEEP THAT GREASE!

—that’s the big difference
from ordinary trousers.

the-cord garments with the style
for the youngset cuisim e oo

keep the men—or the girls—away from them. Only
LEVI'S could produce that kind of cords.

LevI'S

“The Most in Menswear"
47/48 NEW STREET,
BIRMINGHAM 2
Tel. 643 7888
DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS.

| a militant campaign, but not the

Saturday afternoon saw the
speech of Clive Jenkins. A superb
knoekabout turn in hisi best Welsh
deacon style, it. was very well re-
ceived: by the. conference, with its
assurance of: full support and help

i the fight against the DES. con-

sultative document,

Then followed the debate on
housing. Birmingham, in this dis-
cussion, appeared to be slightly out
of tune with the feeling of dele-
gates. Two major votes were taken
on principles: the first, to condemn
loan-financed accommodation, was
passed by 241 to 193—most of the
Birmingham delegation abstained.

Another amendment, to produce
a paper on the feasibility of stu-
dents buying houses, was lost by 186
votes to 223, with Birmingham in
the minority. Paul Dodgson, Vice-
President, successfully moved a
Birmingham amendment condemn-
ing discrimination against students
in rent rebate schemes in a confi-
dent and effective speech. N.U.S.
housing policy is now a comprehen-
sive and radical set of ideas, which
should be seminal in discussion.

If Friday evening saw N.US. at
its best, the Saturday afternoon
debate on entertainments policy
saw it & nadir of boredom and
pointlessness, The procedural
wrangling would have delighted a
mediseval theologian, and drove
most of the delegates into sleep
or the coflee bar. Eventually a
valuable motion somehow emerged,
which recommended unions not to
subsidise entertainment, and to
make dezls on percentage terms. If
adhered to, this policy should smash
the profiteering agencies which now
batten on student events and help
to reduce their cost.

Saturday night's session on N.U.S.
finanee and administration was
closed to the student Press, who
adjourned to their hotel and began
1o organise their protest against
the organisation of conference from
their point of view. Their discon-
tent boiled, over when they were
excluded ifrom the Northern Ire-
land debate on Sunday evening.
After leafleting the conference,
Press were eventually readmitted.

Sunday miorning was the time
allocated to the debate on student
union autonomy, the psychological
heart of the conference. A motion
covering three foolseap sheets, and
19 amendments covering seven more,
were down for discussion. As so
often happens, anti-climax came
where high drama was expected.
This was due largely to the magni-
ficent chairmanship of Tony: Klug,
President. of Birmingham, 1966-1967.
This “iron courtesy,” as the “Guar-
dian” described it, ensured a calm
and swift discussion. Conference
agreed on a policy of total opposi-
tion to the D.E.S. document, and
any other form of curb on the auto-
nomy of student unions.

A campaign is to be launched
which will involve (1} a publicity
campaign among students to alert
them about the dangers to their
interests; (2) a lobby of college
authorities, M.P.s, trades uniens,
ete, and (3) a national day of
action on December 8th and demon-
stration on January 23rd to drama-
tise opposition.

Conference .agreed to set up a
commititee, partly from Executive
and partly from regional areas, to
supervise the campaign. - All in all,
therefore, the delegates opted for

one the ultra-Leit wing delegations
such as Sussex and Southampton
demanded. Their defeat was made
clearer by delegates heavily voting
down an amendment supporting
Southampton’s action in ecutting off |
funds to its Tory association. I
The motion on unemployment
and economic policy tended to show

‘HEARTS & BRAINS’

N.U.S. once more in a bad aspect,
by providing an excellent opportu-
nity | for the rantings of upper-
middle-class Marxists. on. the sor-
rows. of the working: class. This
tended to drive delegates once again
into the bar, and the cogent speech

of Les Beaumont, External Affairs |

Chairman, was made to a buzz of
conversation. The motion, which

put an orthodox Left Labour poliey |

on economic affairs, was eventually
passed overwhelmingly.

The grants debate on Saturday
reintroduced tension into the. de-
bate, as a large body of opinion
attempted to censure Executive for

its conduct of this year's grants |

campaign. The censure was even-

tually carried by 255 to 243, and a |
card vote of 203,821 to 187,988, with |

Birmingham wvoting with the Hxe-
clitive. Conference delegates re-
affirmed the basic N.U.S. policies of
pressing for increases and the abo-
lition of discretionary awards, al-
though an ultra-Left amendment to
refuse any further negotiations
with DES. until discretionary
awards were abolished was soundly
defeated.

The discussion on Northern Ire-
lanad, on Sunday evening and
Monday morning, was perhaps the

least constructive of the conference. |
Once again the speeches consisted |

mainly of hysterical rantings about
the iniquity of Stormont and the
Catholic Church. It was noticeable
that most of the conference took a
more moderate line. An amend-
ment from Imperial College, con-
demning violence, was passed, with
Birmingham wvoting for. Another
amendment, put by Surrey, to de-
lete “non-violent” from a sentence
in the original motion, was surpris-
ingly passed 253-141, with Birming-
ham again voting for. In the end,
Conference was unable .to come to
any decision at all, and so no
motion was passed.

After the Northern Ireland de-
bate, the conference delegates be-
gan to drift away. They missed an
excellent and important debate, on
the rumoured findings of the James
Committee on teacher training, im-
pressive for the knowledge and elo-
quence of the speakers, who all
condemned the rumoured recom-
mendations.

They also missed an emotional
debate in which Executive was cen-
sured for its treatment of one of
the Vice-Presidents. This, with its
revelations of intrigue and back-
biting, was very interesting to the
outside observer. ‘The delegates
then dispersed amidst the tradi-
tional rituals of middle-class Eng-
lish sentimentality.

The conference as a whole pro-
vides an interesting and stimulating
experience. There can be no doubt
that it is controlled by a consistent
and determined Left; as Jack Straw
sald in an interview with “Red-
prick”, the struggle is between an
“orgnisational” and an “anarcho-
syndicalist” Left. It is to be hoped
that the struggle for students’
rights can be made a broad-front
one, and that the Executive can
report to Birmingham Conference
at Easter, 1972, that it has been a
successful one.

SMALL ADS.

“YEGETARIANISM IS MORE
THAN A DIET." Thursday, Novem-
ber 25th, 7.30 p.m. Committee
Room 1.

DRIYING TO LOMDON? £2
REWARD for transporting my gear
from Selly Park to Watford. Phone
Beth Bryson at 0925-39168 after 2
p.m., reversing charges.

S0 Laurence plunges! Congratula-
Lions. :

OGS ©F T THEM

NowT IN comMMoN
w1’ RS upP ERE

)

h [

SH, | DonNT

on

Wedding ¢ Engagement
Rings
DISCOUNT on all other kinds of
jewellery, clocks and watches

| TOR INTRODUCTION NOTES CONTACT:
Rodney Watts, via The Union P. H. or
Dept. of Medical Biochemistry

e
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Tony Atkinson
reviews
Dick Atkinson's

new book in

can be understood as a variety of beautiful colours

and forms, made grotesque only by the accumulating actions of particular men and
particular action-classes. Brightly coloured patterns exist. The point is not just to construct
an alternative means of interpreting them . . .but, also, to seek the shape and colour our
future lives more vividly. The variety and beauty contained in such colours is like the rain-
bow. But, unlike the rainbow, they can be grasped.”

This end-piece to Dick Atkinson's recently published book, “Orthodox Consensus and Radical

Alternative,

chooses language close to the author as an artist—novelist and painter that he is. In this

lapse into the “other-me” the author is expressing a tenet of faith, a view of himself. Throughout
his book there is an underlying concern and respect for people, but the theme is far more than a
plea for the individual—the “man-in-the-street who cannot see himself in the sociologist's explana-

tions.”

On June Tth, 1970, the University
Academic Appointments Committee
set a procedural precedent by issu-
g an absolute veto to Atkinson’s
lectureship in the Sociology Depart-
ment. (The criteria for such action
were hastily developed after the
rejection). The case was debated
throughout the University and be-
came entangled with the anti-social
seientist syndrome (expected irre-
sponsibility) and resentment of
Atkinson's initiative for the Novem-
ber 1968 sit-in during his previous
temporary lectureship.

What s the future for Dick At-
kinson? — Ack-Ack has provided
weekly meetings for intellectual
imnteraction and formulation of alter-
natives; The Couneil for Academic
Freedom and Democracy actively
discusses the principles of freedom
and appointments procedure, having
drawn on the experience of the At-
kinson Affair. But will the radically
minded, who has stepped out of
line carrying the convictions of
many and bearing the brunt of the
attack, be protected?

There are many alternative views
to life in a social context. Alkinson
honestly quotes a close friend who
picks upon some closing remarks in
the first part of the book: *“‘But
socialisation invariably means de-
personalisation, the yielding up of
absolute individuality, ete. This is
how life is, mate, and that's just
tough . . . Your alternative may
provide a better way of looking at
the action of the (privileged) one
per cent."”

The first part of the book suggests
that development of the work of
the “Founding Fathers" of Sociology
(Parsons, MarX, Weber) has con-
verged to a consensus of theoretical
dogmatism, seeing men as infinitely
manipulable in a constraining state
apparatus. HResulting abstract sys-
tems obscure relevant “sociological
problems” and have little relation-
ship to actual events in the world
of social action.

The argument shows that the con-
ceptual limitations used to explain
the paradoxes between views of
human nature (Hobbesian or co-
operative) and the existing observ-
able social situation (cohesion or
conflict) necessitate the superim-
posed all-powerful external, soecialis-
ing, determining system.

In the book the coming “Crisis
in Sociology" is seen as the inade-
quate realisation of creative poten-

tial in the ideas of the Founding
Fathers and failure to develop this
in the context of social conditions
very different from those pertinent
to, say, Marx, especially in which
ways men can be liberated.
Atkinson’s radical approach to
Sociology is through examination of
common elements of situations
whose logic is supplied by the per-
ceptions and consequent goal-
directed actions of all the people
involved. The main assumptions
behind this approach are that:

{a) The person is “unigue, crea-
tive and irreducible.”

() Social action is meaningful
because sociality is shared by ALL
men.

From this standpoint synthesis of
class-like combinations is possible
with direct empirical reference to
the SIGNIFICANT social action
which is of the individual people
invelved in group decision-making.

This approach necessitates a re-
placement of the detached, unsatis-
factory concept of role by a subjec-
tive interaction of communication
between the “social interpreter” and
the sample of individuals Irom
which he is building his theories
and through whom he tests his
models of those theories.

In expanding the appreciability
of this approach Atkinson makes
one uncharaecteristic academic lapse
by posing a new concept devoid of
function—social kaleidoscope—or is
this a subtle redefinition of the un-
workable concept of “soeial system.”

Sociologists must be left to make
their own judgments of the book;
however, if 1o clear alternatives
emerge directly, the need for them
is not precluded. In a society where
alternatives to disaster are encap-
sulated in technological innovation
and bureaucratic control systems,
approaches to theoretical and situa-
tional reassessments are to be wel-
comed. :

In terms of the orthodox con-
sensus, the system — machinery,
technocracy—ecan become the op-
pressor as men internalise the
logical constructs which they have
created. There are many contempo-
rary viewpoints of eoncern, perhaps
there always have been, but then
action, life, has never yet stopped.
Man, the actor, still has a chance
to better the conceptual framework
of his reality in which he articulates
his ideologies.

Atkinson's notorious status at
Birmingham University could hinder

genuine intellectual response here,
however, the attitudes and opinions
expressed may be expected to have
an impact on the area of socio-
logical theorising, to which it is a
needful contribution.

The orthodox consensus fashions
predictions of events by postulating
individuals as controlled, unfree,
units and then searches for con-
firmatory cases to fit supposedly
plausible theories. The application
of deductive logic exposes a large
amount of local variation which is
explained away by further concepls
such as deviance and false con-
SCI0USNESS.

Here, the sensitivity of the author
rebels. Deviance is not the norm of
social reality. Here 15 the excite-
ment, the intellectual break. Objec-
tivity has imposed unreality; sinis-
terly, pervasively, unintentionally,
this is reforming men's expectation
and consequent future actions. New
possibilities must be admitted—col-
lective choice, based on individual
aspirations, somewhere between the
rational cog and the naked ape,
but not impregnated by a few de-
tached elitist judgments on the
nature of human and social life.

Sociology may still be searching
for respectability, but this will not
come from arrogant dismissal of
those fields of social life and social
problems which do not fit into
traditional concepts.

It is not possible—nor desirable—
to treat man as a physical object
like the phenomena of the natural
sciences, neither is it possible to
depart from the experience of the
history of science which is the pro-
gressive accumulation of knowledge
firmly based on empirical evidence,
wherein lies ultimate confirmation
for theoretical development,

The arguments are not contradic-
tory to the politics of the Left or
even Marxist philosophy except in
their manifestation as entracted
conservatism, The discussion has
been opened, making the way for
dialectics between social concern,
academic understanding and politi-
cal action.

Sociology can be nothing but in-
terventionist, and while it may
qualm the fears of many university
academics (those who placed pres-
sure on the internal decisions of the
Sociology Department over Dick
Atkinson's employment), the overt
recognition of involvement will do
much to bolster the potency and
authority of this modern and com-
pelling discipline,

We will change the world, eplrMge the world

the light of
the Ack-Ack
Educational

Experiment.

- Radical alternative? ~—

"C ONTEMPORARY social life
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FOR BEER, GIDER, WINES & SPIRITS
CALL AT

Morris’s Wine Stores

TEMPLEFIELD SQUARE, WHEELEYS ROAD,

EDGBASTON 440 2291
512 BRISTOL ROAD, BOURNEROOK SEL 0185
775 BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK SEL 0173
(Next to Oak Cinema)

H“JANATA is Best—where East and West meet.”
Why not try for once “JANATA" Food? . . .
For delicious Anglo-Oriental dishes, Special Curries, good fresh food
and service that's all for your satisfaction and our speciality.
Please have a night out and enjoy yourselves at—

JANA

TRY OUR THREE-COURSE “SPECIAL” LUNCH at 25p only
1% noon to 2 p.m.
STUDENT REDUCTION of 5p on cost of meals

(exeept “Special” Lunch) on production of student card.

491 BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM
B29 6AU (near Bristol Road Gate), Tel 021-472 3641.
Opening times: 12 noon to 1.30 am. (Sun.-Thurs.)
12 noon to 4 am. (Fri, and Sat.)

by Peter Mason

OMEONE once defined Hi-Fidelity as the capability of a system
S to reproduce the sound as it was originally heard “live”: “A
closest approach to the original sound.” Immediately such proh-
jems as subjective comparison, room acoustics and technical dis-
tortions, gener_ated in the recording and replay en_ulpment. become
apparent. This article attempts only to investigate the Iatter
problem and recommend hi-fii systems which have low distortion

gontent.

Broadly speaking, people are at-
tracted to investing in hi-fi for three
reasons. There are those people who
enjoy “popular” music reproduced
clearly and pleasingly without an-
noying background noises. Then
there are those whose great love of
classical music demands that it
must ‘be reproduiced in their own
home with a similar elarity and
{imbre to that which they have
come to associate with an orches-
tral concert live programme. Finally
there is the hierarchy of hi-fi fana-
tics whose demand is for highest
quality and whose interest in music
may have become diluted by this
lust for the ultimate in technical
perfection,

Diehards

Groups two and three are the die-
mards and their numbers have re-
mained relatively constant over the
last decade, with a slight increase
in hi-fi addiction.

The greatest expanding market is
group one, and this has reached
the student population. The two
main reasons for the increasing in-
terest are the larger attendances
at live concerts of groups, hence a
greater awareness of the “live”
sound, and secondly the ever-in-
ereasing cost of L.P. records, when
the records may be ruined after one
play on a cheap or ancient record-
player; £10 will only buy four full-
price L.Ps.

Increases size

Now let us consider the constitu-
ent parts of a hi-fi system. The
amplifier is the nerve-centre of the
whole system; in a typical system
it increases the size of an electric
current from the disc-playing equip-
ment by 50,000 times to drive a
loudspeaker, and all this without
introducing background neise and
distortion.  What is distortion?
There are many types of distortion
but they manifest themselves as
those harsh or scratchy sounds
often produced by jukeboxes.

The amplifier must be able to
select signals from many different
sources fe.g. radio, record deck, or
tape recorder) and amplify the
signal sufficiently to drive the loud-
speaker at any volume required. The
actual power required from the
amplifier will depend on the
efficiency of the loudspeaker, but as

a general rule 15-20 watts per chan-
nell (30 watt stereo amplifier) will
suffice for an average sized room,
and at full volume this will ap-
proach the threshold of pain,

Whereas the amplifier 15 usually
the strongest link in the hi-f chain,
the loudspeakers will usually be the
weakest link, Most amoplifiers on the
market produce less distortion than
all but the best and most expensive
loudspeakers.

In the hi-fi price discount war,
loudspeakers are most frequently
the commodity which suffers the
cut-back in materials which causes
a large reduetion in quality. If you
are buying loudspeakers as separate
units, try and hear them first as
there is so much difference in the
“sound” of different manufacturers’
loudspeakers, Book-shelf (small-
size) loudspeakers have improved
dramatically over the last decade
and some truly amazing sounds

A few recommended systems
with  approximate discount
prices:—

Budget System: Garrard
2025, Sonatone Cartridge, box
and cover, £13.

Kits, Amplifier: Sinclair Pro-
ject 60 £16.75, Sinclair Project
605 £23; Ready-built Amplifier,
Metrosound ST20E £29; Loud-
speakers, Sinclair Ql6 £13.50
pr., Kit Loudspeakers, Wharfe-
dale Units 3, 4, 5 £11-£20.50 ea.;
Loudspeakers, Wharfedale Den-
tons £33pr.

High-Quality System:

Garrard SP25 Mk. IIT £15,
including box and cover; Cera-
mic Cartridge, Sonatone
9TAHCD £1.60, Magnetic Car-
tridge, Audio Technica AT66
£4, Shue MT3EJ £15; Amplifier,
Leak Delto 30 £52.50 or MNikko
TRMS530  £48; Loudspeaker,
Bookshelf Wharfedale Dentons
£33pr., or Floor-standing Dy-
naco A25 £51 pr,, or Floor-
standing KEF Coneerto £89 pr.,
or any other KEF speaker,
Approaching Technical Perfec-
tion:

Record Deck, Thorens TD125
LG4, Pick-up arm SME 3009
£27.50, Cartridge ADC26 £58,
Amplifier Quad 33, 303 £80,
Loudspeaker B & W Model 70
per pair £240, Tape Recorder
Revox 1104 £200.

can be produced from a small unit
provided care is taken in positioning
the loudspeakers close to a wall;
then all but the lowest bass notes
will be faithfully reproduced.

Headphones

Headphones are a popular form of
listening nowadays, brought about
by the total changeover to stereo
by the record companies. For those
who have not heard true stereo, a
word of warning—listening to stereo
headphones converts more people to
buying headphones than any hi-fi
salesman could manage. Again, if
purchasing headphones, try and
listen to several different makes,
playing a varlety of music. The
wrong headphones can be uncom-
fortable, produce listening fatigue
and start to break up soon after
purchase. The right headphones
are a treat to listen to.

For sound sources there is choice
between tape recorders, cassette
recorders, record decks and radio
tuners, Standard reel to reel tape
recorders necessitate recording vour
OWn miusie, as pre-recorded tapes of
this form have all but disappeared
from record shops. Cassette re-
corders are still relatively new with
regard to hi-i and good quality
stereo cassette decks suitable for
playing through a hi-fi system are
many times more expensive than a
record deck of similar quality.

Expensive

The advantages of the cassette
systems are that a wide variety of
pre-recorded tapes are now avail-
able, and these are of convenient
size for storage, and do not suffer
from warping or scratches like
records. The disadvantages are that
these tapes are more expensive than
the equivalent record and there is
considerable  background noise,
which becomes audibly noticable
as the volume is increased. A cheap
cassefle system may be pood at low
volume, but the background noise
makes it unsuitable for a hi-fi
system if loud music is preferred.

High quality

Record decks are still a safe, rela-
tively inexpensive buy, and best
value for money is undoubtedly the
Garrard S.F.25 MK, IIT which is re-
liable and suitable for all but the
highest quality sytems.

The cartridge (the attachment
holding the ‘“needle” or stylus) is
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very often a weak link in the chain.
Up to £10, the ceramic cartridges
are hard to improve upon if properly
set up and equalised in the ampli-
fier, and these have the advantage
of low-price replacement styli. The
Sonatone cartridge is a good buy in
this range of cartridges. Magnetic
cartridges, which work on a differ-
€ent principle, are invariably more
expensive and to obtain a radical
Improvement over ceramics one must
be prepared to invest over £10; but
the “buyer beware,"' the replacement
st¥lus is virtually the same price as
4 new cartridge. The advantage of
the magnetic cartridge is the
smoother sound it produces.

There are many plinths and
Perspex covers available for record
decks, but the choice of this unit
has nothing to do with hi-fi,

Rewarding

There are two sorts of radio
tuners available although very often
they are both incorporated in one
unit. The two varieties stem from
the two methods of transmission
of radio signals by amplitude modu-
lation (AM.) and frequency modu-
lation (F.M.), also called V.HF.
L mission. Only F.M. produces
good-quality sound suitable for a
hi-fi syvstem, and some of these
transmissions can be very reward-
ing to listen to, especially live stereo
broadeasts from the Algert Hall or
studio concert.

Originally only Radio's 2, 3 and
4 broadeast on F.M. but now Radio
1 takes over from Radio 2 at 10
p.m. for John Peel and friends, and
there is the possibility of extending
this to sterso some time in the
future. There has also been a
growth in the number of local sta-
tions, the main ones with good
reception in the Birmingham area
being “Brum", Radio Derby and
Radio Oxford. If a radio tuner is
required, it is best to start the hi-fi
system by buying a tuner-amplifier
and the Japanese are usually the
best in this field.

Finally a word about Kits which
are very easily constructed by any-
one who has attempted any electri-
cal wiring before (however simple).

s can produce a very substantial
saving and give a high quality
sound. Sinclair Project Sixty am-
plifier kits are reliable and adapt-
able and may easily be built into
a record plinth, The latest model
of their Kits, Project 605, requires
no soldering, no extra parts, and
can be assembled in a few minutes.

Whirfdale produce a wvariety of
loudspeaker kits (Units 3, 4, 5)

which with the right tools and ar
element of ‘woodworking ab
may be as=embled into an att
tive, robust and *“good sounding”
loudspeaker enclosure.

Buy carefully

Here are a few tips about buving
a hi-fi svstem which ecan save
money and prevent disappointment.
Choose the sort of system you
require, whether is be for ultimate
perfection, high quality, or “budget
stereo”, and also decide how much
you can afford. Decide on which
products you prefer remembering
that loudspeakers are the most im-
portant, normally nearly half one’s
budget should be allocated to this
item. Find & shop which sells these
items and listen to the equipment
before buying if possible. If cash
is short, buying at discount prices
can save up to 20 per cent on
manufacturers’ recommended retail
price, All the hifi magazines
available at a newsagent (such as
“Hi-fi News" and Hi Fi Sound") are
full of lists of discounts available,
and delivery of these goods is
usually within ten days from
London.

Spreading

The future of hi-fi is spreading
iirections and most of the
research in going on in
Japan. Two independent channels
(stereo) is developing into four
channels (guadra phonic) and this
has already reached the market in
tape machines. Whereas stereo
needs two amplifiers (in one umnit)
and two loudspeakers, quadraphonic
requires four of all these units and
extra “disentangling” electronics
called multiplexing systems.

in many
frontier

Cassette recorders are lmproving
month by month in frequency re-
sponse and noise reduction both
with special electronics and better
tapes. Philips Group have pro-
duced a video cassette recorder
which will record and replay colour
television programmes with stereo
sound tracks. The cassetfes are no
bigger than a paperback.

BANGLA DESH

SPONSORED 50 HOUR FAST

Sponsor forms and briefing
notes available at 3WI| stall
in Concourse, and at
Welfare Office.

You have all read about it
Here's a chance to act—

Help in the greatest human tragedy of the
century.

FRIDAY, 26th -
SUNDAY, 28th NOV.
ST. PHILIP'S CATHEDRAL

Colmore Row.

JUST REMEMBER — YOUR FAST WILL END — THEIR VERY SURVIVAL IS IN DOUBT.
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Two writers from the Third World
First Organisation outline Portugal’s
involvement in Southern Africa

ar on three fronts

IN the 500 years that Portugal has claimed a “civilising” presence in Mozambique, Angola
and Guiné she has faced continual sporadic rebellion from the native population. In the
1920s the emphasis shifted, with the emergence of a black educated minority, to an attempt
to use peaceful, legal means to obtain basic rights—these ranged from demonstrations to

militant states.

However, by the early 1960s. it became obwvious that such attempts were futile, and were only
met with violent, repressive retaliation from the superior Portuguese government. It was around
this time that the leaders of the present liberation movements — Amilcar Cabral, now Secretary
General of PAIGC in Guiné; Agostinho Neto, now President of MPLA in Angola; and the late
Eduerdo Mandlaine, first President of Frelimo in Mozambique, formed the Congress of Nationalist

Organisation in Portugy
left to them was armed

has served to co-ordinate the military.

With respect to other African
couniries, the Portuguese colonies
have been paradoxically fortunate
in some key ways: Portugal to a
large extent ignored her colonies in
Africa until the end of the 19th
century, when she genuinely started
her 1iz programme, Her
colonial ideology was that of assimi-
lation of natives into Western cul-
ture. When an African proved cer-
tain stringent qualifications, he was
nominally allowed “full rights” of a
citizen. However, whereas this has
meant that Guiné, for example,
holds the world record for illiteracy
at a rate of 897 per cent
(UNESC.O. statisti it has
meant that there has not emerged
as & result of Western colonisation,
too large (!) a percentage of black
African elites, in whose interests it
would be to oppose liberation. (Such
as is the case in Kenya, where a
considerable percentage of reaction-
ary elements is black). On the other
hand, the Western occupation was
sufficient to break away traditional
values such as hierarchial deference
and t

It is because of this unintended
consequence of colonisation that
CON.CP. iz now committed to
fighting for not only indspendence.
but against all forms of social and
ECONOIIC ilege, including tradi-
tional ones. And it is because of the
lack of ctionary black elements
that Cubral was able to say:

“Always bear in mind that people
are not fighting for ideas—for
things in anyone's head—they are
f]r_:h:.iu-_-, to win material benefits, to
live better and in peace, to see their
lives go forward, to guarantee the
future of their children.”

The strong commitment to ideo-
logical principles iwhich to us in the
Western countries, used to continual
compromise, seems refreshingly
unique) is reflected not only in the

Fighting
in these
provinces

Zambia

Salisbury@

Umtali

Rhodesia

L)
: s GAZA
Power line ¢

to South Africa

structure of the C.ON.C.P. and the
liberation parties, but also more
fundamentally at the pgrass-roots
level in the liberated areas (two-
thirds of Guingé, one-third of An-
gola, one-fifth of Mozambigue).

For the liberation wars in Africa
are unique in that each section
aren, once securely liberated, is at
once encouraged to set up commu-
nities, schools and hospitals, all
based on the most basic of democia-
tie ideals—for example local gov-
ernment functions on two principles
—[ree discussion by every meinber,
and acceptance of the majority de-
cision by all (even those previously
opposed in the discussion).

Moreover, there is a strong em-
phasis in shifting attitudes from the
traditional to the national—thus the
old family based provision of social
securities (such as care for orphans,
the old and the sick) is replaced by
national projects (as far as is econo-
mically possible). As a result, in
schools, a completely new syllabus
has been formulated, backed by
newly published textbooks, in which
ideology sparkles In every aspect—
from the emphasis on the participa-
tion of women in all aspects of co-
operative life to that on the im-
portance of traditional history and
cultural activities.

However, these countries do not
escape the problems that every de-
veloping country faces—the ex-
treme shortage of trained personnel
and economic resources.
maintenance of adequate social ser-
vices, however, even the present
situation is beyond comparison with
that which existed in colonial rule
where social services comuorised a
handful of missionary groups scat-
tered sporadically in the vast
countryside. It would seem there-
fore, that with determination, the
three ex-Portuguese colonies face a
supremely optimistic future. . . .

However . . .
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e Colonies (CONCP) with the conclusion that the only effective means
stance through careful political mass erganisation. Since then, CONCF

OMLY THREE FRONTS .. ?

If we examine the situation in
“Portuguese” Africa more closely,
with respect to Portugal itself and
also her involvement with the
super powers, the future for the
semi-liberated looks less glossy.

Firstly, it is important to realise
the relative poverty of Portugal
mainland in relation to other Euro-
pean countries—she has the lowest
G.N.P. per capita in Europe, and
has an illiteracy rate of 40 per cent.
It seems incredible therefore that
Portugal should be able to meet the
rising cost of her wars, which at
present stands at 51.5 per cent of
her G.N.P. (A/AC(109/L, 538. March
19th, 19693,

However, it is this very poverty
and unimportance of Portugal, that
has caused her to hang on for so
long, tgq her colonies, in relation to
the other previous colonialists. In
purely economic terms, she extracts
large benefits through her access to
cheap raw material and easy (often
forced) labour. However, as Gaetana,
virtual dictator of Portugal, has
said:

“Africa is, more than an area
which must be exploited. Afriea is
for us a morally just cause and our
raison detre as a state. Without
Africa, we would be a small nation:
with Africa. we are a big power.”
[op. eit.]

Thus, far more important than
purely economic benefits, to Portu-
gal, is her ability to flirt with the
super powers in N.AT.O, through
her “ownership” of vital strategic
areas in an otherwise, to a large ex-
tent, non-aligned area.

The article, Portugal's Strategic
Territories in Foreign Affairs (1952,
P.321) points out the importance of
Anpola and Guing, with their 1,816
kilometres of Atlantic coastline, as
an integral part of Atlantic defence,
and also as a vital outlet for the
internal areas of Africa—it further
describes considerable progress in
modernisation of airports, roads and
harbours in Angola and Mozambique
but emphasises that:

“To prepare Angola for efficient
help in time for war, more aid is
needed.”

The importance of these “Portu-
guese” areas to N.AT.O. is further
indicated by the latter's deliberate
ignorance of the interior structure
of Fortugal's political system—it
was for this very reason, on the
other hand, that Spain was dis-
allowed entry into N.AT.O.

How Portugal and N.A.T.O. have
managed to sidestep such serious
issues as her minority rule in
Africa, provides an invaluable in-
sight into the workings of the im-
perialist countries:

In 1956, Portugal changed the
legal colonial status of her colonies
into that of “overseas provinces,”
to avoid the TU.N. stand in prevent-
ing entry to countries that pro-
moled minority rule. The change, of
course, was purely legal, and the
actual situation, but for symbolic
legislation, is much the same in the
non-liberated areas.

This rationalism was also used by
Portugal to justify her arms sales

from N.AT.O—NAT.O. emphasises
that arms bought may only be used
for defence purposes in the member
countries—Portugal, believe it or
not, claims that her use of arms
in Africa is precisely for that pur-
pose—to defend her “overseas pro-
vinces"” from terrorist groups. And
s0, even today, one hears of count-
less verifications of the use of Ger-
man, American, French and British
military equipment against the
liberation movements,

However, not all N.AT.O. coun-
tries have turned their heads from
such blatant misuse of the treaty.
For these countries, Scandinavia, for
example, a more subtle approach
was manufactured: Portugal uses
over half her G.N.P. to directly
supply arms for her war—Then she
is able to obtain legitimate financial
support from M.AT.O. countries, to
help her sustain her economy. As
the “Financial Times” put it on
October 15th, 1964:

“That Portugal does not need
foreign arms te defend the father-
land has been stressed by Dr.
Correa de Oliveira (Minister of
State), But the couniry certainly
needs very considerable foreign aid
to replace her own resources

directed from economic @
requirements.”

Moreover, she obtaiis &5
economic support from 4
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itself to Rhodesian industry for many years.
positive to this new outlet to the sea.”
—Rhodesian Export Chief in “The Way to Cabora Bassa."

““The Cabora Bassa dam is one of the greatest opportunities to present
My attitude is totally

The Mozambicans, however, see
it differently. Strung back along
the borders of Zambia and Tan-
zania 10,000 men are training under
arms. Their mission is to bust the
Cabora Bassa Dam before it is built.
They are members of the Mozam-
bigue Liberation Front, called Fre-
limo, and their case is simply put.

“Y¥es, the dam will make for fer-
tile flelds, but a million white
settlers are being brought in to farm
them, while the 25,000 black peas-
ants who have seratched subsistence
from this land for centuries will be
shunted off into reservalions. Yes,
the dam will discharge huge voll-
ages through a thousand miles of
overhead cable to South Afriea’s
apartheid industries. Yes, the dam
will make the Zambesi navigable,
but the chief beneficiary will be the
land-locked and sanctions-stricken
regime of Ian Smith of Rhodesia.

And yes, the by-products will be
industry and economic expansion,
but this will only mean, as in the
past, that the dominant white elite
grows fatter while the black
peasantry stays thin.® Far from
being on the retreat, a new colonial
era is beginning in Northem
Mozambique,

The Portuguese government has
awarded the £150,000,000 main con-
tract for the dam to the South
African-based ZAMCO consortium.
The total commitment of the Vor-
ster regime is now £117,000,000. Al-
ready 60,000 troops, including four
pattalions from Sough Africa, stand
between the dam-builders and the
dam-busters, The keen interest of
the South African Government in
the project can only mean that il
is using the dam as a device for
the extension of South Africa’s
military influence from the Limpopo
to the Zambesi.

The role of Western European
corporations in the proposed project
is crucial. It seems that British
firms are now moving into Cabora
Bassa in earnest, Last November
the British National Export Coun-
cil mission to Mozambique made &
special visit to the Cabora Bassa
s1ke.

At about the same time the Board
of Trade announced that it was
granting a £5 million credit to
finance exports to Porfugal and
Mozambique., When Duncan Sandys
visited Mozambique in April he said
the way was now clear for British
firms to do business at Cabora
Bassa: a fortnmight later Patrick
Wall visited the Cabora Bassa sile.

According to the “Daily Tele-

graph” (27-12-70) British firms “are
interested in taking up some of the
contract work rejected by Italy and
Sweden” but because of the “inten-
sive campaign of obstruction which
has its origins with anti-apartheid
movements in London discussion of
the awards of contracts is highly
confidential.”

British companies involved in-
clude Barclays, a member of the
banking consortium, United Trans-
port, which is transporting South
African cement to the dam, G.K.N.,
which is supplying equipment for
the construction, and IL.C.I, which
has a 43 per cent stake In South
African Explosives, the company
providing the explosives for the site,
and British Leyland. Barclays Bank
is also involved by way of its largest
customer, Anglo-American—Ileader
of the ZAMCO consortium,

At its annual conference at
Easter, N.US. passed a resolution
deploring Barclays involvement in
Cabora Bassa and calling on its
executive to lobby the Government
to pressure Barclays to withdraw
and to support a campaign to get
student unions and students fo
withdraw accounts from Barclays.

consortium. The British G.EC.-
English Electric group was not in-
vited to take their place for fear of
political consequences. G.E.C, of
America, the first U.S, firm to be-
come involved in the project, has
announced that it has withdrawn
from Cabora Bassa in which it had
a £22 million contract.

What can we in Britain do to dis-
suade the growing number of Bri-
tish ecompanies involved from par-
ticipating in the scheme? So far, the
campaign has been largely restricted
to pickets, with a few sit-ins, plus
the start made by the Haslemere
group In attacking A.G.Ms. We
must extend the range of our acti-
vities. Possibilities: attempts to
bugger-up Barclays' internal work-
ings by cheque bouncing, ete.; at-
tempts to get more national and
local organisations, e.g. local coun-
cils, to withdraw accounts from
Barclays.

Barclays has already lost busi-
ness ranging from individual
accounts to substantial organisa-
tional balances, such as that of the
Student Unions, and that of the
Student Christian Movement. Re-
cently two succe in Coventry
have been reported. The Hillfields

“As Portugal is prepared to sell the majority of the
estimated output of 45 million kw to Rhodesia and South
Africa at economic prices, these two countries featured
prominently in the various plans and discussions.”
—Barclays Bank Overseas Survey, 1968.

Students’ recruitment dropped from
46 per cent of mew student accounts
in October 1969 to 33 per cent in
1970. This success must be main-
tained and improved. The extent of
opposition to Barclays Bank's role
in Southern Africa has forced Bar-
clays to spend quite a lot of time
defending itself. Its efforts to do so
are one of the most telling indict-
ments against 1t.

On the international front, it now
looks like the Cabora Bassa project
may face its biggest cri to date.
The five West German firms in-
volved in the ZAMCO consortium
may well have second thoughts
about the scheme. The West Ger-
man envoy, Heinz Kuehn, has told
Willy Brandt: “We have failed to
anticipate the political consequences.
The Cabora Bassa Dam project 1s
more than just an economic in-
vestment; it also raises problems
connected with the confrontation
between black and white Africa.
Germany could be invelved in
new Biafra or Algeria.”

Opposition by public opinion has
already had important results in
stopping Western participation. The
Swedish company ASEA withdrew
their major stake in the ZAMCO

Community  Association (annual
turnover £25,00) and the Coven-
try Council of Churches have with-
drawn their accounts.

I sincerely believe that the build-
ing of the dam is an act of vio-
lence against the people of Africa
and all ¢ able means should be
used to prevent its competion. It is
reassuring to know that there is
massive moral and/or matex
port for the liberation forces
many orgianisations and some politi-
cal parties—these include amongst
others, the N.U.S,, the World Coun-
cil of Churches, the T.U.C., the
Labour Party, Oxfam, War on
Want, and the Rowntree Trust.

In the Iast analyvsls, newever, it
must be said that all the govern-
ments and companies invelved in
the financing and constructing at
Cabora Bassa will bear a share of
responsibility for the forced labour
on the dam and later in the mines
and factories, a responsibility for
the millions of Africans who con-
tinue to live in a mire of indignity
in South Africa and Rhodesia, and
a responsibility for conflicts not yet
begun.
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Anne Heywood (left) as ‘The Nun of Monza."
(Odeon Ringway).

Christmas present for all pseuds : *‘The Life and Times
of Private Eye, 1967-71."

POWELL

There is an attempt to escape
. from conventional plot to a more
modern loose structure, but no ad-
C 'nel I IG venturous filming techniques to
back it up. Apparently the writer
and director, John Cassavettes, is
trying to capture man's unpredict-
ummpE AWFUL STORY OF THE  able changes of mood, but a shorter,
NUN OF MONZA" (Odeon, fast-moving film would have been
Ringway) is not only an awful story, more apt. The interest is insuffic-
but is also a pretty awful film, {ent for the film as it stands, and
Based on true events taking place the result is tedious.
in Milan in 1608, it was researched
from original Vatican files by special
permission.

“Husbands" is accompanied by
two short fllms, “The Early Days"
is a documentary about New Zea-
land, filmed artistically and based
on scenes from paintings and
postage stamps as well as moving
film.

If the film is a literal translation
of these files one wonders what else
is locked away in the WVatican.
Gian Paplo, a true Don Juan of his
time, takes refuge with Sister Vir- “Day of Rest” is a brief comedy
ginia (The Nun of Monza) after py Bill Naughton, presenting the
killing one of her tax collectors. minor catastrophes and misunder-
standings of typical family life on
Sunday. Its astute character
sketches are witty. Basically it is
the same type of film as “Husbands"”
and in its raciness it succeeds where
the longer film fails.

JILL L. NORMAN

Once in the convent he proceeds
to seduce novices and nuns alike
before raping Sister Virginia with
the aid of two other nuns, The now
liberated Virginia finds that sex is
not such a drag after all and Gian
Paolo ends up “living with” her in
the convent. More sex, a baby, and
eventual torture and trial follow in ]QOLLOWING Moving Being's ap-
weary succession. pearance at the Arts Lab this

The action is so bad and the de- week, tr.'e ?mm_a. Club st.arlts up
velopments so slow and laboured ﬁﬁij;? wlt:;“ng:.',mr“ caggler' gnd
that this ranks as one of the worst Decer;yber ond ot LISER
films I have ever seen. Had it been i
made in Italian with subtitles “Harry Munter” is a Swedish film
added, it would have been possible directed by Kjed Grede, who is re-
to blame some of the clumsiness on Nowned from his “Hugo and Jose-
the translation. But the film is Phine.” “Harry Munter’ portrays
made in English, despite the pre- = the confiicts of a young boy with
ponderance of Italian actors, so the adult world around him. Harry
there's no such excuse available, has been hailed as a genius by an

American company who have taken

This is not the sort of fllm that an interest in a piece of electrical
Is associated with Odeon, Ringway, eguipment he has invented. The
which has an image of a fairly company want to ship him and his
“classy"” cinema. Come to think of family to America, so that Harry
it, it i not the sort of film that can study at university. But the
would go down too well even as a pPulls and entanglements of Harry's
“B" feature in some of the city's Telationships with the people around
lesser cinemas. him are too pressing to be =o easily

broken.

“Harry Munter” is a strange film;
occasionally obscure but often

Odeon, Ringway, do have, how-
ever, a couple of good things in the
Zglpl:;ﬁlr of‘;“;?:;i?”g;;h flfs:-rd:::vetg touchingly and superbly acted.
days. This is the documentary of “Tropic of Cancer” is the screen
the Rolling Stones U.S. tour which Version of Henry Miller's book of
culminated in the infamous killing 'he same name. A film of this
at Altamont that shook the rock 50rt needed @ special brand of
world. In fact part of the film was Girection, and Joseph Strick (who
used as evidence in the murder trial 2150 directed “Ulysses”) has strik-
that ensued. ingly provided it. But Strick has

paid the price for this in that

In January for seven days “Death  censors and watch committees have
in Venice" makes its long-awaited done much to prevent the general
appearance in Birmingham. For a  public from seeing his work. Which
while I thought it was going to be 1S certainly a shame, since “Tropic
another case of one of those films ©f Cancer” abounds in wit and
that never gets around to the &ction,

“Becond City." Set in Paris, it deals with Henry
PAUL TAYLOR Miller's hectic and eventful life in

the ecity. How he cadges meals

until irate husbands discovered that

7 o - it's more than food that the lady
o T L ' = he moved from one friend's room
45 potential but does nobt quite  to another and even took up teach-
succeed. ing French schoolboys English con-

Three long-standing friends, now varsallonuetEngsory S B ot bioT
middle-aged husbands, attend the i TOW he chased the women—
funeral of a fourth. The event T Gl
jolts them and they begin to ques- Strick uses a technique that he
tion the lives they have accepted developed in “Ulysses” but emerges
until now. to greater advantage in "“Tropic of

Cancer’—a complex time relation-

Instead of returning home, they ship between picture and sound
stay together, and their moods that provides some.of the most
change between morose self-gues- effective fashbacks in  today's
tioning and drunken, boyish fooling. cinema. 3

When Harry impulsively decides “Tropic of Cancer” is a film not
1o leave New York after a row with  °° be missed.
his wife, the others accompany him.
The film develops in a picaresque
way, a series of scenes with the
women they meet in London, some
amusing, some strange and unex-
plained.

Eventually the mercurial Harry S
finds some sort of happiness and
stayvs in London, while the others
return to their normal lives,

PAUL TAYLOR.

: ‘=r=HE Life and Times of Private

At some points “Husbands' is Eye, 1961-11," celehrates the
very funny, but more often it drags  10th anniversary of the “Eye" with
because it lacks plot. The picaresque g collection of its best. Enthusiasts
frequently succeeds when artistic  of Lunchtime O'Booze, Glenda Slag,
and highly original, as some of the Barry McKenzie, Grocer Heath and
Beatles’ films are, but this is neither.  the Turds will find a giant scrap-
The scenes tend to be too protracted  book of the best and the bawdiest—

reviews—

Can you name all tie litiggy
the long string of famoys ;-_,,,;{"_15.
famous names who haye hm'
offended, outraged, rendereq [,e ks
lectic by their send-ups g KEU}
downs in the magazine? Tl,,'.nnd'
the invaluable 21-page biograpy; f
introduction by  editor le::a ;
Ingrams and read all abou na;d
dolph Churchill issuing writs agamf
every single person commecteq “.Ii;l
the “Eve” (then turn to Pag.
for the cartoon that so in{:en,:N
him}. ;

Ingrams also relates how the
hardcore of contributors to “Privay
Eye" mostly originated from Shyey,
bury School and/or Osford, gy
emerged with their particular Dramg
of humour at the very beginning o
the vast wave of satire that Mmads
David Frost a household name,

“Beyond the Fringe" passed on
“TOW.3" was taken off the &ir, bLl{
the “Eye” rode it out ané' continies
to do & grand job.

Fublished tomorrow in Penpuy,
at £1.50 (Also Allen Lane hardh:cy
£2.50), “The Life and Times .
makes an ideal Christmas present
for all pseuds.

ALY NEVILLE

theatre

W’HA‘I‘EVER preconceptions the

audience might Mhave had
dabout the Seaffold, the two perform-
ances of PC Plod last week had just
about everyone rolling in the isles,
It wasn't just Roger McGough's
amusing poems, John Gormans por-
trayal of the lovable PC Plod or
Mike MceGear's part-acting and
singing that formulated the suc
cess.  Just as important were the
audience. Audience participation is
an “in-word” in modern theatre, but
the Scafiold’s version is slightly dif-
ferent, if not the true sense of the
Word.

Midway through the second half
PC Plod invited the audience on to
the stage as part of his pecruitment
campaign. Starting with a trickle
the stage quickly filled up so that
there was eventually just enough
room for Plod to move himeelf.

From then on velunteers enacted
rape seenes (no kidding), told jokes
one girl practically embarrassed
John German into silence with an
unexpected kiss, whilst another (the
helpless vietim of rape) lay on the
stage as Plod had his owm way for
a few minutes.

It was all so funny that someone
eyen:my i himself on the stage
on Wednesday evening, The whaole
show culminated with “I am a' Plod
special" badges being given out fo
the willing audience.

The first half was a more organ-
ised type of humour with Roger M-
Gough reading his poems as John
Gorman and Mike MeGear acted
them out. One unrebearsed and
completely unexpected event oC-
curred during the Tuesday evening
performance. As one of the sketches
neared completion a strange woman
(previously seen walking round the
Union muttering “bloody students”)
walked on stage and began to joir
in. As Roger McGough sat there be-
mused, and the audience tried U0
make out what was happening, John
Gorman grabbed the intruder by the
shoulder and marched her off
stage.

Considering PG Plod was such @
good evening's entertainment it was
rather disappointing to find Deb
Hall nowhere near full—perhaps it
would have done better on & Frida¥
and Saturday.

The next show that Scaffold aré
on the road with should draw a lob
more people if, as has been Su8-
gested, it appears in the Great Hall
in the New Year. For this Scafiold
will be joined by Brian Pattem

and similar in their range of mood, all the jokes, cartoons and mews Adrian Henri, Andy Roberts and

and the human insight is not items that only “Private Eve" would
enough to sustain interest. print.

Neil Innes. Some line up!
GRAHAK WMOORE

—reviews—

T the end of this month, the
i\ second presentation in the Arts
Lab Theatre programme. brings
ll|‘\f|o|fi|15 Being". The entire ocm-
pany at present runs to a mere
balf.dozen buf in the past it has
totalled as many as fourteen.

This theatre group, which was
formed i1 1968, has toured exten-
sively in Britain as well as on the
Coni:jnent and has also presented
works at The Place.

rhe four shows at the Arls Lab
on MNovember 25th, 26th, 27th and
ogth go under the title of “An-
els” by Geofl Moore. The idea
behind this type of show is to deve-
Jop various teehnigues and elements
in relation to specific themes.

Geoff Moore, the divector, has
used several pieces of music from
various groups such as: Incredible
string Band, Captain Beefheart and
the Magic Band, George Harrison
ete., and also material from John
Milton, Lewiss Carroll, Charles
Manson, Sigmund Freud ete. This
concoction shoulds make up an in-
teresting programme, but it's best
to go along one evening and decide
for vourself.

. GINETTE TAYLOR

MUSIC

HE trouble with most double
J albums is that they could guite
easily condense into a single album
with no great loss—in fact, usually
with much improvement. This is
certainly true of Grateful Dead’s
latest double album. The vast
majority of the fracks are fairly
run-of-the-mill and lacking in much
inspiration.

Of the four sides, one is com-
pletely taken up by a single track,
“The Other Side.”” This 18-minute
piece contains some of the better
parts of the album; but these last
for only about four or five minutes,
the rest of the time being taken up
with some prefty ordinary drum-
ming by Bill Kreutzmann. From
the other 12 tracks only “Me and
Bobby McGhee", “Wharf Rat”, “Not
Fade Away"' and “Bertha” are par-
tieularly worthy of note.

The albums were recorded live in
the States. The quality of record-
ing is good for a live performance.
S0 good in fact that all the num-
bers might just as well have been
recorded in the studio—even the
audience were restricted to the
occasional very muffled shout and
clap. Which all somewhat defeats
the point of a live album,

“Grateful Dead” is just not what
1 would class as good wvalue for
money. Still, there's a comforting
thought in that future albums can
only get better—I hope,

"T'HE Town Hall management has

become very adept at picking
bands that have a large current fol-
lowing in the Birmingham area,
They did it again last Friday night
with a full house to hear Fairport
Convention.

The first hour was taken up by
the band's well-established brand of
spak-rock numbers, some written by
the band, some tradition. In the
latter category a fifteen-minute ver-
sion of “Just a Roll” was parbicu-
!-’11'1_&‘ good—well-halanced, harmon-
lous that sounded good despite the
poor P.A. and the rocking instru-
n}cutal section, The folk-rock mar-
rage breaks down ab times with the
Instrumentals becoming  straight
rock but still easy to listen to.

The second part of the concert
Was given over to a preview of their
forthcoming L.P. All the numbers
are linked together by the story
gleaned from an old newspaper
lelnd by the group. It tells of a
highwayman sentenced to be hung
‘ff’“D had this changed to 28 years'
liﬂ*?k-bl‘eztkh‘lg when the gallows
afled to function,

The music is nearer to traditional
folk than that produced by Fairport
in the past but it should still satisfy
all their fans.

Judging from the evening's per-
formance the L.P. should be a good
one—the strong story-line—linked
numbers tha thave plenty of variety
in both mood and instrumentation.
The evening finished with a reel
that had a few people dancing—a
good concert.

One final note—during the sum-
mer the backstage area received a
much-needed face-lift. Perhaps next
vear some of the profits from the
high seat prices can be used to im-
prove the acoustics.

JOHN REDFERN

I_ ERE'S what a big-kneed gal
should do—go down to your
local record store and purchase some
Gooduns. Son Richard and the
Gooduns were formed in 1965 in
Southern Ontario—they featured
King Biscuit Boy (Richard Newell)
on harp, slide guitar and vocals,

¥our eyeballs look like a road map

And they look in two different ways

You got your wig in one hand,
and your teeth in the other

and you haven't looked this good
in days.

I think Iyrics like this are beyond
criticism—in the words of G. Can-
non Balls, “to understand the full
significance of the socio-economic
impact the surge of British Progres-
sive Rock has had on the man in
the street—just listen, continuously,
like I do, to six hours of drivel a
day—then try and write about it."”
Or as that idiot in the Moody Blues
once said, “There you go, man—keep
as cool as you can.”

Gooduns is an LP, and a half—
£2.15 seems a lot—you're right—
pinch it—woops. For those who
want some idea of his “sound,” if
you can imagine some of Paul But-
terfields better performances com-
bined with a spot ‘“‘Cooleresque”
slide, and not for forgefting Lany
Alamannick on drums.

Maybe this has not convinced you
that this L.P’s worth buying—well,
i5 it supposed to?

SIMON SHEPHERD

N an exclusive interview, the

Minister for Segrezation, Maggie
Thatcher, after the Highly Rigid
Rave last Friday, drawled, “Man
what a blast! If this is what alter-
native society means count me in.”

Personally my own comments
would be a little more conservative
but Maggie, pousing only for a drag
continued, “After that I'm con-
vinced more than ever that the
Unions should go, who needs them?”
“But surely,” I interjected, “there's
a place for both.' She ignored me
and went on to say what a terrible
shame it was that Quiver didn't
arrive as they were, she thought, her
favourite band at the moment.

“well yes,” I said, “it was a shame
especially as it meant that Mustard
had to spread themselves a little
thin, doing two sets that rather
taxed their repertoire of old
“fave raves' Bub isn't ‘America’
such a nice tune though? Oh! E=x-
cuse me will you, I think I'm going
to crash.”

In fact we had two helpings of
“America” and though this band
had the unenviable task of warming
up eleven people who looked to be
enjoying themselves and after all
that's what it's all about.

A strobe also put In a welcome
appearance though its spasmodic
use left one wondering if someone
was afraid of the awesome power
they had over the audience.

Finally the top of the bill came
on about midnight. Charlie Hodges,
on guitar, fiddle or piano imparted a
country flavour to the group’s music
which never had much chance of
capturing the audience in the
rather cold dining room, But if
the wvocalist, Hodges, Gavin and
Smith were Head Hands and Feet,

it was Alvin Lee on piano and
guitar who provided the nervous
system.

Without him you had the impres-
sion that what co-ordination and
control there was would have been
completely lost in the over-willing-
ness of the rest to rip into pounding
rhythms, accompanied by the
strainings of the vocalist. The lat-
ter could also, I thought, and Mag-
gie concurred, have put his organ to
better use.

Still with a late bar, an early start
and if you have limitless energy it
could have been a reasonably cheap
and enjoyvable evening, £

ROD LING

ANNY play the Union on Friday

evening as part of their first
U.K. tour. What makes Fanny a
group that should be worth going
along to see is that thev are one
of the first and only all-girl rock
band on the contemporary music
scene.

The band consists of the two
sisters, Jung Millington (lead
guitar) and Jean Millington (bass),
plus Alice de Buhr (drums) and
Nickey Earclay (keyboards).

We've had girl drumers, girl
singers and girl guitarists before,
but there have been no previous
successful combination of all of
these. The sound they produce
might be expected to be lacking a
little free flow. But their album,
“Charity Ball," released here in
September, shows that this is not
the case. The overall sound is a
fairly fast-moving form of rock
with all four musicians blending
well.

The title track from the album
has now been released as a single
and is getting a lot of air time on
radio. If Fanny are as good as they
promise, Friday evening could prove
to be one of the most interesting
musical events of the term.

JEREMY BENDER

1‘H.URSDAY night’s €.B.S.0., con-
ducted by Louis Fremaux, gave

productions by Berlioz, Beethoven,

Humphrey Searle and Britten.

Berlioz's overture ‘Le Cesaire”
was originally designed to repre-
sent a sea-scape. However, the result
does not suggest this even though
there is a turbulent opening. This
overture is delightful to listen to
although at times the sirings were
slightly overwhelmed by the wind
instruments.

The piano concerto No. 4 in G by
Beethoven, followed this with Clif-
ford Curzon. Clifford is a celebrated
musician, having received the C.B.E.
in 1958 and is well known for his
records for Decca. The concerto is
most poetic, with expressive subtle-
ties in its chord changes and the
spacing of chords. Curzon's inter-
pretation of the cadenzas in the
first and final movements with its
seeming complete confrol over the
rest of the orchestra is moving, This
beautiful concerto was reasonably
well interpreted by CB.S.0. and
greatly enhanced by Curzon.

“Labyrinth,” by Humphrey Searle,
was written between January and
September 1971, It was commis-
sioned by the Teeney Trust for the
C.B.S.0. for performance at the
1971 Royal Concert. As intended,
this piece of music has a “death’”-
like quality and dry witt. Secole
describes it as “maze music” and
indeed there is no development in
the usual sense.

At times the depressing aspects of
this disjointed piece was moving,
but it had too many build-ups, fol-
lowed by anti-clamax. It was the
sort of music that should have a
tragic or horrific live film strip be-
tween taut nerve-racking climax!

Britten's “The Young Person's
Guide to the Orchestra” is a very
well known and entertaining work.
Britten presents the different in-
struments delightfully and with
amusement, which is well expressed
by the orchestra.

Next Thursday Louis Fremaux
conducts C.B.S.0. and the pro-
gramme includes works by Mozart,
Mendelssohn, Ravel and Roussel.

JANE FDSTER.

Fairport Convention, Town Hall last Friday.

New album from Grateful Dead—rather dull stuff.

Overwilling Heads, Hands and Feet at High Hall
last Friday.

REDBRICK, Nov. 24ith, 1971—Page Eleven




REDBRICK, Nov. 24th, 1971—Page Twelve

BASKETBALL

PHIL NEARS 200

E.U.S.F. BASKETBALL TCURNAMENT, DEC. 3rd, dth, 5th

THIS year, Birmingham are hosts to the B.U,S.F. tournament. The tournament represents the best
hasketball played in the British Universities. Why don’t you come along and see a few games?
Favourites are Oxford University who are also tipped to win the Mational Club Ghampionship. This

is the biggest basketball tournament to be held in Birmingham for years.

include Oxford, Cambridge, London, U.A.U. Scottish Universities.

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 68

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY . 50

(Sat., Nov. 20th, friendly, home)

On Saturday we played our an-
nual friendly against Cambridge
which this year was at home, Cam-
bridge were using this game to get
accustomed to our court before they
come to play in the B.USF, tour-
nament. We hadn't beaten Cam-
bridge within memory.

Cambridge opened the scoring but
Tower Power struck back to be 20-
16 ahead after 14 minutes, John
Stokes scored 12 of Cambridge’s
points in this opening period and

changed our defence, putting
ffiths on John and using
a box zone. Dave did his bit and
cut John down to one basket more
in the first half but Cambridge
found big gaps in the zone. Cam-
bridge went -27 up before we
could call a time out.

After. a change in' defence and

attack to 2-1-2 we started to play
in with the points coming
v Astling and Phil Hield.
the sixth minute in the second

I it was 38-all.

Then followed the best five min-

ng 14 points on the fast break
without reply from Cambridge. Bir-
mingham ended the game comfort-
ahead. John Pringle put m
last eight points to pass the
k Phil Hield hit 21 and
t ort of his 200 this
stling is now making
and Rich Dallet is
12 1sket more (8 pts.).
THE LAST THREE WEEKS
light pruning of last
report some people got the
he Basketball Club had gone

HOGKEY

into liguidation. During the last
three weeks Tower FPFower have
started a basketball revival. Bir-
mingham University have regained
their self-respect in the West Mid-
lands Premier Division (p.4, w.3, 1.1}
and stuck a feather In our cap by
beating Cambridge. Despite our
defeat at the start of the season
our U.AU. prospects look good. We
meet. Nottingham on Wednesday,
25th and we must be favourites to
ensure our trip to the last eight
tournament in February, Tower
Power are still looking for their
first ton of the season which they
narrowly missed against Lions ‘A’
92-68. We are also looking for the
crowds which we have not seen for
three vears.

Notable personal performance of
the season: Phil Hield, top scorer
192 points, personal best 29 v Lions
*A'. At Warwick he scored 23 in-
cluding a two-handed stuff to heal
an old wound.

Aydin Esener has second highest
average (13 a pame) and was top
scorer against Warwick and West
Bromwich. His jump shot is going
to bring many more points.

Malc Sawiile. Last week the eap-
tamn of Leicester instructed one of
his defenders to “Leave No. 9, he

hoot.” Male scored 18 and
16 versus Lions to show the
th of our shooting power.

Yiv Astling and Dave Griffiths
are our best defenders and also the
two that use tk EXPETIENCE to
slow the game when we have
our backs to the wall

Pete Stacey = 2d what he can
do with a few tes on court
when he hit 10 p ainst Lions

Under 22s humbled

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 2, WORGESTERSHIRE U.22 ©
BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 2, SOUTHGATE (2a) 0

HE rain has at last arrived, and with it the University's second
and third successive victories against Southgate 2nds, and a
strong team representing Worcestershire Under 22,

It has often been said that we play better in the mud, and this

been

However, it must be said that a

5 attached to the result.
r the first half, Worcestershire
attacking for the greater part;
versity defence held fast,
with Dave Taylor giving vet anather
impressive performance.
However, whether this was tao im-
1e selectors, or otherwise(!)
remains to be seen. On being ap-
1ed on the subject after the
he was heard to LV e
been one for the gi :
e first goal came moments be-

the
s hit to Robin C e, who,
eeing the goalkeeper coming
him decided to get rid of it,
ng Mike Gilbert with an open

second halfl saw the Univer-
come into the game a bit more,

3 in .mid-field, and they
even seen to attack on occa-

. €ven on the left wing, with

g John and Barry Comar hegin-
to work together (such nice

s also the re-

time a short

Furtado mis-

mpting to hit the ball out.
vever, Barry Comar turning it,
able to stop it and shoot past

more evident than on

Wednesday, against the

~ amount of luck

It may be noticed that no men-
tion has been made of Eob Moyle,
O resident midget on the right
to the
drain
name
report

g. This is possibly due
fact that he playved like a
(obviously missing Peter)

h he wrote.

Team: Burt, Gilbert, Taylor,
Allum, Wheeler, Tapp, Moyle, Fur-
tado, Stevenson, Clarke, Comar.

Don't miss it. Teams

‘A" and ‘Rich Dallet looked promis-
ing versus Cambridge.

Pringle is adding a hook shot to
his jump shot and specialises in
sgcond-half comebacks—16 points in
15 minutes v, Lions.

Results since last
U.ATU., Nov. 3rd:
League Nov. Tth:
Handicap Nov, 9th:
AU, Nov. 10th:
League, Nov. 15th Won 66—35
Friendly, Nov. 20th: Won 68—50
Played 10, w.8, 1.2, for 638 agst. 519
Top SCOIers Played Scored

Hield 10 192

Pringle 10 108

Esener T 92

Astling 8 78

report:—
Won 82—31
Lost 52—54
Won 92—68
Won 70—32

John Pringle (this time).

SOCCER

il )WL\:G to an unfortunate Temple
" mental abberation — giving
Temple the benefit of the doubt
that he has a mental to abberate
with—there was no footbhall report
in last week's “Redbrick™ Just as
well, considering the performances
that would have been described in
detail.

Even in brief they don't look {oo
Food:

U.A U, Midland League (10.11.71):
Leicester Univ., I 1, Birmingham
Uniyv. I 0; Leicester Uniy, II. 2,
Birmingham Univ. IT 1.

For the second team this meant
an unhappy exit from the UAU.
ecompetition and the loss of valuable
points in the Midland League.

For the first team strange things
resulted. We were instructed, after
much consultation, to play Lough-
borough Colleges in a play-off to
see who played who in the Midland
play-off to then see who played in
the quarter-final. So on-“Wednesday,
17th, we played Loughborough on a
neutral, ploughed field, pitch at
Nottingham (excuses, excuses) and
lost by the odd goal.

A. Maile, ILQ. failure. or not,
scored. the: winner when a player
who shall remain nameless, thought
he (A, Maile) was still at Brum
and gave him & back-passithat even
“our Andy® ecouldn’t miss. A sad
occasion was had by all, especially
since the goal was scored in the last
five minutes.

Time for an. anecdote .or  three.
Rasputin has been let off his initia-
tion ceremony under doctor's in-
structions because he feels that
there might soon be nothing there

TABLE TENNIS

Stuart's

TABLE

for success

Ny years of

given a most pleasant sury

it reached the ears of Mostyn

Lewis that an old acquaintance,

Stuart Hanmer-Lloyd, was studying
at Birmingham University.

tennis team anxious
1 the U.ATU. after

e when

uart, who has represented the
nd used to pls o, 1 for
the City University, will engthen
the team to the point where it is
difficult to see any other university
team even coming near to victory.
Thiz seems a 1d ement, but
W one consi = 1t will

bly play r 4

strength

ing strength in depth of the Bir-
mingham team.

However, this apparent conceit
may hide the fact that we indeed
have a great respect for some of
our potential adversaries: Liverpool
have Tony Clayton, one of Eng-
land’s team in the famous tour of
China, and Chris Brewer who plays
for Leicester. Durham have Paul
Freeman, a former junior interna-
tional and Hull have an unknown
quantity, J. Krier, who is reputedly
Luxemburg's leading player,

P5.: Jolly hockey sticks to Ange
whether she brings the soap or not.

P.P.S.: Who the hell are Dave,
Jonathan, Nicholas, Dave, Bernie,
Pete, Joan, Pam, ate,?

to initiate. In a similar vein, Taff
Chileott was seen to give his last
cigarette to a Gliderways coach
driver who prevented Ray—I can
say it if you can’t understand it—
Barlow consummating his carnal
pleasure.

P.5.. Your turn to bring the soap,
Kath.

PP.S.: Your turn to get washed,
Dick, that shoe polish gets every-
where.

To return to that straight football
reporting “Redbrick’ is famed for,
Birmingham between their two
U.AU. defeats did record a win. The
place, Wast Hills; the day, Satur-
day the 6th: the opposition, Collum

the scorers, Barlow 2, 30
(who's he?) 1, Legg 1, Mosier isue
prise, surpise) 1; the times, forgl
ten, the end.

On Wednesday, when all aw
sundry are reading their “Redbr
B.U.A F.C. will be winging their
to Loughborough University top
in the play-off to see who plays
and so on. However, this ti
pect a Birmingham victory becaus
we shall be determined to forgd
the setbacks and recapture the fom
that beat the Colleges, It is abou
time Brum won the final, and thi
year Wwill be the year—or MAS
will want to know why.

RAS (Tom being AWOL)

ROWING

As usual this term we are co-
ordinating old and new, practised
and unpractised, members into per-
manent training crews so that a
clear events programme may be set
out well in advance. It is evident
that there is more interest in sail-
ing this season, and this branch of
the sport can be followed by per-
manent members of fours by mak-
ing early selection from the calen-
dar of races.

Two scratch crews were entered

at Runcorn Head earlier in the
term, largely to examine compati-
bility within each of them, and we
have a fixture with Leicester Uni-
versity on December 4th by which
time our fours should finally be
ready and well balanced enough to
necessitate | no more' changes in
their composition for the rest of
the year.

We all offer our congratulations
to Richard, Sheila, Derek and Jan
who celebrated their 21st engage-
menfs on Saturday last, and who
worked very hard to keep an excel-
lent party going at SQUADDERS.

It was, in fact, on this very oc-
casion that my attention was
drawn, while quietly sipping my
beer, to the news that June has
herself become engaged to, and will
shortly marry, a rabbit; but ap-
parently she is deriving pleasure

Soccer Result:—
Wilkinson Cup 2nd Round:
Wanderers 5, B.C.S. Dairies 1

COAR BLIMEY!

TUNNING, virile Ray New won comfortably in  the Shell
Division of the Avon Sculling Head at Evesham on Saturda),
November 13th. He covered the three-mile course in 17 minute
15 seconds, heating the nearest of his nine opponents by nine set
onds. He will be featuring again later this term, together with
more entranis, at Bath Small Boats Head, and we hop'e o see him
at Henley next year for the Diamond Sculls,

from more than cne. Her taste it
males may strike one as odd,
we must hope that her eccent
does not extend to ostriches, whith
I am told, are very DUME crei
tures. ;

The A.G.M. this term. elected &
captain Chris Logan. backed Uf
Chris  Wathes, Ray New, Robil
Rison, and others, and we wis_h
them success, especially at th#
point Robin, who was rewarded ti
other day with a severely damaged
finger for a keenness in the weight®
room more of us should imitate

NETBALL

T the durther W.1V.AB trial®
held at: Birmingham on Wed
nesday, the ' following IJt-tll3]’-"5Ul
into.the Southern team: Lizz Webd
Sue Naylor, Colette Reeder: D‘.ﬂ"‘f
Birnbaum and .Resamund Mupd
as reserve. ]
In a league match played ﬂsi’-lnls[
S.U.. Ccarburettor, away, the L
team  won 28—7. In a team ‘“‘I‘h'
hadn'l_played together the mate!
was a complete walk-over and \“-"I“:
s0 boring that I really do:a'[_ knol-l
why I'm writing this report Bl_l
then why should the netball 1*P%
be left out when it gets s0 it
space anyway?
Team: Barbara
Bimbaum, Pat Devanny,
Barber, Lynette Buxtom
White, Lorna Barrett.

jane

Williams, Dial
Annette
pauld

CROSS-COUNTRY
e e S ——
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CLANGER DROPPED

AST Wednesday, the Cross-country Club swept up to Liverpool to defend their title of champion team in the annual
L Waterloo relay. The six heroes left the A.U.at 3 o‘clock, driven by that stalwart, Babyface lan Aldridge. Spirits were
high as they contemplated victory once again. No-one was happier than Pete Shaw, last year’s captain of Manchester
University, returning to his nitive country with a star team.

Little did the team suspect what
was in store for them. When the
team was declared, the opposition
pointed out that Pete Shaw's name
was not on the official entry form.
Now usually Shaw would have been
able to assume & ‘‘noir dg race”
which was on the entry form. Un-
fortunately all the officials knew
hig. If he had run; the team
would have been disqualified.

In the furrace of necessity a new
<tar was forged, Babyface Aldridge
was roped in to run the first legz.
This was after running 15 miles
at lunch-time as training, driving
AU mini-bus to Liverpool, and hav-
ing to sprint two miles as opposed

GOLF

——

More success

GAINST other universities Bir-
mingham golf team has been
unbeaten for over a year, and they
continued this long run of victories
by beating Leicester on Wednesday.
Bill Harrison and Bob Ashton
showed that against university op-
position they are a powerful force,
and both won their matches con-
vingingly.
Suffering Irom
ner Tim (“I run Lake Hall")
O'Byrne found the wet conditions
too much for him, and fell on the
17th muttering something about
gout (on beer, Tim?),
Bond, who s having a
start to the season, fought a
match but with a two-foot
putt to save himself on the 18th
developed  double-twitchitis, and
failed again.

post - election

Richard Lister and George MIit-
chell are now very much on form
and had decisive victories. Thus
the result 4—2 to Brum,

the feam travelled

rds of sheer hell at

King's Norton, the golier's paradise,

One thing they don't have there is

a swimming pool and that was pro-

vided for by the driving sleet. The

ver-night frost made the course as

hard as concrete and all in all it
Wis a real brass monkey's day.

Bill was hitting the ball really
well (obviously been warming his
balls again!) and quickly piled up a
good lead but with four to play he
tracked and his oppomnent took full
sdvantage to win on the 18th.

Bob Ashfon and Keith Andrews
had similar tales to tell, both losing
heavily, but Tim of Lake didn't
5éem too worried by the conditions

and came through to win on the
last,

John Wood is a man of power
these days and continues to im-
press. He seems to get started bet-
1 than his car (well with a good
push) and won on the 16th.

Richard Lister's frost-bitten ap-
ponent strugeled to the 16th but
cllcg from exposure on the green
while standing over a short putt
nd was carried from the course
muttering: “I concede”,

This Paul Stanley character is al-
“'M'{*_good for a laugh bui today
he hit the pall straight and won
Lwo-up, (Thouzh he still shanked
it ping-pong.)

E51Kcn Clarke (the Abominable
P!mﬁfn'ta_rn and his opponent were

AUZhE in the height of the storm
%ﬂ? they decided (though mother
‘lure helped) that the only fair
Tesult was g half.
m"ri‘é:e others were lost in the bliz-
8 {md mclu_de-. Tony (the pool-
Mitc;.izard!. Richard Sharp, George

moillaagd Dave Brown. King's
7£~—4}-, nd the met. office winning

to his more favoured distance of 10
miles.

GRIM

Gordon Thompson in  his  1st
team debut held on to the leading
bunch led in by A. Shaw who ran
as an individual,

From the start Babyface was on a
hiding to nothing. The opposition
was of a superb quality. He
managed to hang on to within a
minute of the leaders.

Into the fray swept Aggro Smed-
ley, powering after the opposition.
He pegged them back a little but
star running held him off. It was
here the pressure began to tell
Liverpool Harriers, the leaders, had
now run their best three runners.
Their lack of real strength in depth
began to show. First Pog Brown,
and then Miles Gilmore took up the
struggle, and between them they
reduced the gap to 17 seconds.

For the last leg a surprise was
unleashed. Golden Wonder Holden
made his season's debut for the
team. With consumate ease he
caught, then left behind, the leader
to help retain the trophy. If Shaw
had run, the winning margin, in one
of the most important relay races of

the year would have been over 14 |

minutes.

In case you are wondering
has the mentality of a cretinous
gnat and leaves names off entry
forms, “Redbrick™ names names., It
was a person not a million miles
from, nor unadjacent to Gilmore,

who

MEN'S ATHLETIGCS

UNUSUAL COMES

THE winter athletics season opened at Cosford on Saturday with
the first indoor meeting of the year. As to be expected, a
small contingent of glorious hero super-stars powered over to do

battle.

Leader of the pack, bouncy, dynamic Pete Cornes, com-
peted first. Showing an uncharacteristic fitness, Gornes

looked

impressive, but a sore ankle would only take half power,
After his disappointments the previous Wednesday Pete Shaw turned

out in the 600 metres.
away in a very fast first lap.
record.

MOTOR CLUB

MINIS TRIUMPH

THE Birmingham University Motor Club’s MNovember rally, run on the
second weekend of the month, once again provided newcomers with
a gzood introduction to rallying while still keeping the more expert crews

well entertained.
were soon in the
dropped by all competitors.

Fancied runners Martin Johns/
Andy Bodman were the first retire-
ments with a broken gearbox in
their Lotus-Cortina while Ted Ait-
ken put paid to his chances of a
repeat victory when he inverted his
Saab, fortunately without serious
damage to either car or crew. At
the halfway halt in Newtown, the
Escort T.C. of Jones/Decostobadie
held the lead, having dropped eight
minutes, with the Minis of John
Trevith Ann Phillips and Pete
Collin/Jeremy Harris close behind,

In the second half, the rally
twisted and turned across 128 and
finished th the classic run across
the Long Mynd. This final stage
was more akin to a trials event
than a rally, and over ten cars
ground to a squelching halt in the
bog, virfually in sight of the final
control.

Both the half-way leader and the
third placed crew left the road irre-
trievably after the petrol halt so
that the Trevithick/Phillips crew

WOMEN'S ATHLETICS

HOW SAD'!

Whilst the pundits claim the
ladies" Athletic Club is now stronger
than ever, the flasco enacted at
Cosford on Saturday must lead to a
reassessment. I was always told it
took three girls to do a job properly.
One to do it, one to hold her hand
and one to giggle.

How true this seemed. Against
mediocre opposition there were some
dismal performances. But
can be easily excused because our
young ladies, or at least those in
evidence on Saturday, never bother
to train. Being true amateurs they
claim training smacks at profes-
sionalism.

The only performance worth men-
tioning was that of Dagma Scholes
in the 60 metres, whose 8.1 seconds
was not beaten by any of our more
established sprinters. Ewen this
story does not have a happy ending,
It seems we are unlikely ever to
seg her running over a distance
more suited to her talents.

RS,

Sixty-two cars set off from the start at Pontesford and
thick of the tortuous Welsh

lanes with time being

were the winners from the Mini of
Broome/Payne while a most credit-
able third was claimed by the first
novices, MacDonald/Hicks in a Ford
Mexico.

Experts class: 1 J. Trevithick
Miss A. Phillips (Cooper S), 16m;
2, M. Broome/A, Payne (Mini); 3
J. Coppin/R. Lewis (Imp).

Novices class: 1 A, MacDonald/D.
Hicks (Escort Mexicol,
Warwick/J. Harris (Mini);
Hawkridge/Mizs L. Morgan
tina).

(Cor-

these

Showing nerves of steel he let the opposition get
Then with a late burst he evened the live

Next came the 3000 metres races.
Agpro Smedley kept up with the
leaders until 400 metre3 to go, Then
using tacties later to be described
in a colourful, if not obscene, way
by his coach, he let the leaders get
away from him, A late run brought
him back into second place in a
race he should have won. Aggro
sliced eight seconds off his personal
best to clock an impressive 8 mins,
11 secs.

In the next 3000 metre:

Miles Gilmore dispersed with
opposition with consumate ease. He
sat back and let the field tear if-
self apart with a fast opening kilo-
metre. Then over the I I

the race he ensed
bothering to do more
necessary to win.

than was

A few other stars took a break
from their winter training, to show
the flag and take a quiet look at
the opposition ready for the defence
of the U.A.T, title next May.

L

CARDIFF CASANOVAS
LASHES OUT

I have received a letter this week and in

view of litigation threats, |

have decided to publish the full text below.—A.H.

ITHYEAR ANDY —I

have met Brian Walker on a

number of occasions

and I always thought that apart from being an Englishman, he
seemed & pleasant sort of fellow—then out of the blus came his epistie

about me.

With the wisdom which always comes after the event, I must

confess that when I first met him I thought he had a funny look about

his eyes—Frankie Howerd has a similar look and we all

rubbish he talks.

know what

Let us then proceed to point out the inaccuracies in Brian's article.

First my hair is not ginger—as any dizcerning p

fact burnished copper.

r501r can see it 1s 11

Second, what Brian describes as the “normally

clinically pure atmosphere of A.T." presumably implies that Brian is pure

(and no doubt virginal as well!).

Well, dear readers, I had occasion some months ago to visit this pillar |
this bastion of saintliness,

of society,

at his Bristol office, when he

deliberately engineered my missing the train home and then forced me
—much against my will you understand—to accompany him to a local
strip club where were also to be found topless barmaids.

You can imagine my horror and disgust at this.
leave, Mummy wouldn’t like it,” said I.
It took me nearly four hours to fight my way out!
Why, I ask myself, has Brian written this about me?
Walker is jealous of my suceess with women. He

loss for an answer.

15 simple.

“Brian, I must
“Knickers,” said he, never at a
The answer
realises

that & man of my undoubted charm, intelligence and good looks must be
the most successful bird-puller since Casanova—and this worries him.

Did Brian have this success?

Temple for heaven's sake?).

Emphatically no!
of his article he couldn't keep his eyes from Tom Temple.

From what I read
(Who's Tom

Anyway, despite his wicked and libellous statement I bear Brian no
malice; indeed I am grateful for the help he gave me when I telephoned

him for advice in my first weeks here.

My special thanks are due to

Marion, who was particularly helpful in keeping this Welsh ship on an

even keel when *it" first arrived here.

TONY
A. J. RANKMORE,

(Assistant Permanent Secretary, Athletic Union)

Sportscene

ECENTLY a high-ranking A.U.
official expressed concern ower
the fact that the Mansdyke saga
had been discontinued. Actually
all that had happened was that the
scene of action had temporarily
shifted to Wwall. This week's
Sportscene is thus dedicated to you,
dear Gerald, and all the rest of
Kingley's fan club.

Since the sad passing away of
one of the A.U. mini-buses Kingsley
has suddenly developed a passionate
concern for the welfare of the other
vehicle. He has even been known
to lecturs incoming drivers in am
uncharacteristically megalomaniacal
fashion,

One unfortunate driver when re=
porting some minor engine trouble
was shocked when he was given a
third degree and then got this
sharp rebuff: “At the soveed you
were going you are lucky to be back
here in one piece.”

However this sort of concern ig
apparently not extended to the
Sailing Club. Recently a driver
from that opulent organisation ap-
plied to take out the mini-bus, One
of his answers to the routine gues-
tionnaire issued to drivers renderved
him ineligible to drive the vehicle.

Which member of the Athletic
Union Executive signed the authe-
risation to take out the ‘bus?
Please write your answers on a
posteard and send them to: The
Honorary Secretary of Athletie
Union, The Sports Centre. Winners
will receive a signed photograph of
the great man himself,

By the way, Kingsley, I've got
some mnews for you. On a wind-
assisted downhill stretch- on the
way back from Liverpool the new
mini-bus reached 464 m.p.h., and it
wasn't run in. Isn't that naughty.

Of course Kingsley does have
some good sides fto his character.
One of them is hiz burning desira
to promote interest in  minority

by Andy Holden

clubs, Like, for instance, the Ladies'
Lacrosse Club. He has now hit
upon a scheme to increase the keen-
ness of newly recruited members,

The first stage is to arrange a
co-ordinated fixture with the Sail-
ing Club, The coach is then booked
for 830 a.m, (as everyone knows
—You must leave at 830 a.m. in
order to get to Reading for a 2 pim,
start). This ensures that the girls
get up nice and early, which is very
healthy for them, and gives them
plenty of time for interesting sight-
seeing before the match,

2 e vy

As - evervone knows sailing
matches extend well into the after-
noon, and later overspill into coms-
mittee rooms where appeals and
counter-app: are di ed. When
the result is finally agreed or dis-
agreed upon the immediate objee-
tive is the bar. The long-term aim
is to try and stay there until clos-
ing time.

Unfortunately this might be
thwarted by protests from the girls!
officials, However this doesn’y
matber too much as Birminghamy
can be reached before closing time
—hut only just.

So our gallant wenches leave
home at 7.30 a.m. and arrive back
at 10.30 p.m., having plaved 50
minutes lacrosse. Add that to the
stimulating company of the sailors
and what more can you ask for in
the way of an exciting day out,

They're suré to turn out for the
next match aren't they? Well ac-
tually they might not get the
chance as they haven't a big
enough grant to travel very oftenm,
and none will buy any equipment
to play at home.

Perhaps they'll pay for it them-
selves . . . or perhaps they'll just
stick to knitting,

o« S
LATE SCORE

A, B. Duck-Pea £28.20 retired
hurt (believed to be out for a sea-
san).
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DAY BY DAY

Wednesday, 24th

“The Gorries”—Town Hall. 7.30 p.m. Tickets from 30p

Thursday, 25th

C.B.S.0.—Town Hall : Pieces from Mozart, Mendols-
sohn, Ravel and Roussel. 7.30 p.m. Tickets from 30p
Folk Club—Bob Axford (Guitarist). Members 20p.
non-members 25p. Founders Extension.

Film Soc—"The Killers.” Mech. Eng. T p.m. 15p

Friday, 26th
El Sali and his Flamenco Company : Town Hall. 8§ p.m.
Tickets from 50p.
Fanny plus Sutherland Ross : Deb. Hall. 50p
Midland Arts Centre: "The beggar or the dead dog”
and “Lux in Ten e bris,” two short plays directed by
John Dove and Jane Heyman, 10.30 p.m.

Saturday, 27th

Strawbs—Elbow Room, Aston,
Groundhogs plus Egg and Quicksand —Town Hall
8 pm. 60p

Sunday, 28th

Keef Hartley plus King Biscuit Boy, Tea & Symphony
and Adrian Henri—Town Hall. 6 p.m. 40p
Sunday Fiic—"Culloden.” Deb. Hall. 7 p.m.

Monday, 29th

Ralph McTell—Town Hall. 7.30 p.m. Tickets from 30p
Film Soc—"Les Enfants Terribles” : Haworth Lecture
Theatre. 7 p.m, 15p

Tuesday, 30th

Lindisfarne plus Bell & Are—Town Hall, 7.30 p.m. 50p

COMING EVENTS

Elton John—Town Hall, Dec, 31d. 7.30 p.m.

Soft Machine—With Loudon Wainwright. Town Hall.
Dec. Tth. 8 p.m.

Amazing Blondell—Town Hall, Dec. 8th, 7.30 p.m.
Frank Zappa—DMothers Of Invention: Town Hall
Dec. 15th, 7.30 p.m.

Curved Air—Town Hall. Dec. 17th, 7.45 p.m.

Folk Club—Founders. The Matthew Brothers. Dee. 2nd.
Arts Lab Cinema Club—"Tropic of Cancer” : Dec, 2nd-
Tth, & pm. and 7 pm, “Harry Munter”: Dee, 2nd-Tth,
9 pm. “Zabriskie Point”: Dec. 10th and 11th, 11.30
p.m. Deec. 12th, 3.30 p.m.

Quintessence plus Open Road—Great Hall, 60p.

Dec. 3rd.

Belgrade Theatre present “The Human Paraphernalia
Show"—Dee. 13th, 1.15 p.m., Free,

Greek food, wine, music and dance party in Founders
Room. 7.30 p.m. to 12 midnight on Dec, 1st,

Odeon New Street — “Willard” plus “The House that
Dripped Blood.” L.C.P. 6.50 p.m.

Odeon Ringway—"The Awful Story of the Nun of Monza”
plus “Death Sentence.” L.C.P. 7 p.m.
Next week : “Gimme Shelter.”

Gaumont —“The Sound of Music.” L.C.P. 7.15 p.m.

CGinephone—Retained for second week: “Danish Blue.”
L.C.P. 845 p.m. .

Futurist—"The Todd Killings” plus “The Cat O’ Nine
Tails” L.CP, 7 pm.
Next week : “Those Who Kill? plus “Devil’s Garden.”

ABG New Street—"Burton.” L.CP. 810 p.m.
Next week : “Dr. Jekyll and Sister Hyde.”

ABC Selly Oak—“Tory, Tora, Tora” plus “A Hole Lot of
Trouble.” L.CP. 7.15 p.m.

Jacey—"Husbands.”
ABG Ginerama—"'The Devils.” L.CP. 745 p.m.
Arts Lab.—See Theatre,

THEATRE

Belgrade Theatre, Coventry—Nov. 23rd until Dec, 11th -
“Present Laughter,” by Noel Coward.

Gannon Hill—Waiting For Godot,” “How We Held the
Square,” “Once Upon a Time,” “The Voyage,”
“The Miser.,” At various times and dates.

Arts Lab.—"Angels,” by the Moving Being. Nov. 25th, 26th,
28th at 8 p.m., 27th at 11 p.m.
“Mask” : Nov. 29th at 7.30 p.m.

Royal Shakespeare—"The Merchant of Venice.” Nov, 24th,
at 1.30 p.m.
“Richard II"—Nov. 24th and Nov, 30th at 7.30 p.m.
“Othello”—Nov, 25th at 1.30 pm., Nov. 27th at 7.30
p.m. and Nov. 29th at 7.30 p.m.
“The Duchess of Malfi"—Nov. 25th at 7.30 p.m.
“Henry V"—Nov. 26th at 7.30 p.m.
“Much Ado About Nothing”—Nov. 27th at 1.30 p.m.

Birmingham Repertory—"Roll Me Over” and “First
Impressions”: alternately until Dec. 11th.

GALLERY

Compendium—Until Nov. 27th ;
3D Gallery—Peter Inchbald, Sculpture.
Central Gallery—Tim Ward, Paintings.
Upper Gallery—Grace McDonald, Paintings.
lkon—Darcy Lange, until Dec. 4th,
Cannon Hill Photographic Exhibition until Nov, 28th.
Prana Foodstore—"Pollution” : Drawings by Mike Horse-
man, from Nov. 20th,

5

““Dr. Jekyll & Sister Hyde,”” ABC New St., from Sunday.
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