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DOCUMENT
REJECTED
BY SGM.

HE S.G.M. called by the Union Executive last Wednesday, overwhelmingly carried the
motion rejecting the D.E.S.’s consultative document on the Financing of Student
Unions. Some 650 students voted for the motion which stated that the Government's pro-

posals “‘constituted a direct threat to this Union and therefore opposes them.”

Paul Dodgson, Vice-President. proposed the motion and warned the meeting that the proposals
would tend to take the student body back to the days when the Union limited its activities to the
support of social and athletics cuubs, and that the notion of the Union having to compete within the
University for finance with other interest groups would result in the University Authorities having
a “big stick” to wield at the student body.

An addition to the mpotion was
proposed by Rod Playford, and this
was accepted by the meeting, The
addition called for action in three
ways:

1. A public statement from the
Vice-Chancellor indicating hostility
to the proposals.

2. Students to
M.FP.s.

write to their

3. Liajson with sympathetic local
and national bodies to seek total
rejection of the document.

Peter Hitchener proposed an
amendment to the motion and he
said he thought that the present
laws were perfectly adequate to
deal with the ultra vires payments
which he deplored.

Rod Griffiths, speaking againsf-
this amendment, pointed out that
there was no existing democratic
control of the way in which the
proposals could be implemented,
and if we accept that the laws are
satisfactory as they are, we would
be inviting Mrs. Thatcher to go
ahead with the proposals, The
amendment was defeated.

The President, Anne Naylor,
stood down from the chair, and
pointed out that in order for volun-
tary membership of the Unions to
be implemented the TUniversity
Charter would have to be altered,
and the Vice-Chancellor has indi-
cated his willingness to do this. She
called on all students to write to
their M.P.s; duplicated letters were
distributed after the meeting.

pay for fulltime Students’
Union subscriptions, when in
most cases neither they nor
the U.G.C. have any control
over the level of the subscrip-
tion.

(2) Because increases in sub-
scriptions are paid for by the
LEAs, the University autho-
rities do not examine the
Unions® needs with the degree
of care which they would do if
they had to pay the increases.

(3) Unions make ultra vires
payments to activities which
would be “more appropriately”
paid for by voluntary contribu-
tions.

(4) Part-time students often
have to find the cash for their
Union fees from their own
pockets.

PROPOSED NEW SYSTEM

(1) All full and part-time
Students would automatically
be members of the Students’
Union without payment of any
fee and entitled to use its
Premises and facilities. “Con-
Sclencious” objectors could opt
out whilst being allowed to use
all the Union facilities.

‘What the document says....

DEFECTS OF THE PRESENT
SYSTEM
(1) Local Authorities have to

(2) No Union Subscription
would be included in the fees
payable by the L.LE.A.S.

(3) The University authori-
ties would be responsible for
providing and maintaining
Union facilities from its gene-
ral funds, and the Union would
have to compete with other
university activities for ade-
quate financing,

(4) Membership of clubs and
societies would be entirely
voluntary and @ small sum
would be added to the Stu-
dents’ grant to cover the sub-
seriptions. ‘The Union would
be forbidden to make a pay-
ment to any club or society.

These changes would only re-
quire an amendment to the
Awards Regulations and no
legislation as such,

The University and the
Union will have to negotiate in
order to fix the sum required
for the general facllities, and
then application to the U.G.C.
will be made by the University
in its quinguennial submission.

There i5 no objection in prin-
ciple to Union affiliation. to the
N.U.8.

It is not intended that the
new scheme should lead to an
increase in public expenditure,

By
“Redbrick” Reporter

N.U.S. ACTION
BRIEFING SPLITS ON
"CLARIFICATION"

=1\W0 members of the University,

including Anne Naylor, attended
the N.U.S. Action Briefing held at
University College, London, over
the weekend. One official com-
mented that the meeting was
“fairly representative” and the
meeting thoroughly debated and
overwhelmingly rejected the Gov-
ernment’s proposals.

However, the meeting did split
on a point of whether or not to
ask for clarification of the docu-
ment as it was thought that it
was vague on o great deal of mat-
ters, especially the “conscience

grounds” clause,

The meeting called on the Union
executives to implement plans of
action including writing to M.P.s,
circulating the N.U.S. statement
and getting other groups interested
such as trade unions.

Anne Naylor feels that the matter
should be fought more on &a
national level than a parochial one
and that all the colleges in the
area should unite in their action
in order to protect the small col-
leges which may have embryo
Unions,

A march has been arranged in
London a week today and Aston
had a General Meeting yesterday
to diseuss action.

It is hoped that the support of
staff, A.ATI. and other interest
groups will be realised as the cam-
paign proceeds.

Students are urged to write to
their M.P.s, and already replies
have been received, notably from
Ray Carter, M.P. for Selly Oak, who
said he thought the Government
proposals were unsatisfactory.

i

LET US PRAY—Anne Naylor .speaking at the S.G.M.

N.US. STATEMENT
ACCUSES GOV'T
OF HOSTILITY

THE N.U.S. have circulated a statement on the Government's
proposals, in which they call on all Student Unions to reject

totally the document.

The statement says: “It is impossible to

avoid the conclusion that the intention of the Government is to
seriously weaken, if not destroy Student Unions.”

'‘MAIL
GIVES
SUPPORT

GAINST the grain of the ma-

jority of national newspapers,
the Birmingham “Evening Mail"”
printed a very complimentary and
sympathetic editorial last Thursday
evening. The comment was head-
lined “Well Alone” and in it the uni-
versity is described as worthy of
“honourable mention Iin the discus-
sion which is now taking place on
Student Unions."

It said that while there is an "“un-
answerable case for reforming the
constitution of certain Student
Unions" such a reform could not be
made on such a general scale, and
that it would be both impossible
and undesirable to lay dewn a gene-
ral set of principles to cover large
universities and small colleges
alike.”

It concludes ‘“Where Unions
already work eflectively, there is
also a case for leaving well alone.”

The statement talks of the ob-
vious hostility which the Govern-
ment holds for the Student Unions
and points out that the document is
solely concerned with finaneial and
administrative mechanisms to limit
expenditure on and activities of Stu-
dent Unions. 5

The lack of commitment given to
the continued existance of Student
Unions is also attacked.

The N.U.S. feel that the Govern-
ment must have “a naive belief that
college authorities and LE.As will
‘protect’ Student Unions by provid-
ing them with the necessary finance
and facilities.”

The statement continues: “The
document displays a total lack of
understanding of the scope and
range of Student Union activities
and the diverse and delicate ar-
rangements which exist to finance
and support those activities.”

The statement briefly outlines the
Government’s proposals and attacks
the principal of voluntary member-
ship of Union Societies by pointing
out that student grant levels are
simply not high enough to support
such a scheme. A warning of college
interference in student aetivitles is
also made.

The N.U.S. supported the intro-
duction of a Government Survey of
the non-university Union facilities
last year as it felt that this would
reduce the inequalities of such faci-
lities throughout all colleges and
universities.

In conclusion the statement says
that the N.U.S. executive wil be
seeking clarification from the’D.ES.
on certain points.
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‘redbrick’

HE Tories have turned their “general attack” on to Student
4 Unions and have produced a document on the financing
of Student Unions. Reaction to the proposals in the document
has been that of shock and disbelief.

The S.G.M. on Wednesday illustrated that student opposi-
tion to the proposals is unanimous. How do we go about
acquiring satisfactory answers to the questions posed by the
document? These questions are numerous and furthermore
are a result of the ambiguity and vagueness of the document.
For example, how can we guarantee support for the Union
facilities if membership is voluntary and our grant is to be
competed for with other University interest groups ? Who will
perform the essential functions that Welfare, Events and
External Affairs do at present if the Union grant cannot be
used to finance such activities ?

No-one would dispute that these are important guestions
but what form of action can produce satisfactory answers ?

Direct action such as demonstrations, sit-ins and picketing
is only an efiective weapon when it is used infregquently and
as an ultimate. Before this form of astion is taken we can
hope to influence our M.P.s by writing to them, gain the
support of all stafi and allied interest groups, hold meetings
for educational purposes and work for the total support of
the University Authorities.

Historically we have proved we have the ability to control
our own fnances and allocate them without bias or breach of
the constitution. Let us act to protect our interest and
preserve that responsibility that has been afforded to us for a
considerable time,

| NEWS

| 'Gay’ mistake

L ] JEDBRICK" published a letter
| \ on October 27th from the Gay
| Action Group and it may have

struck people as rather strange that

such a short, seemingly obscure let-
ter should have ever been submitted
| for publication,

However, the answer to this
puzzle wyas revealed this week, as
the editor was sent the first part of
the letter for which the previously-
published 'letter was the ending!
This is' the text:

Dear .Sir,—We should like to
thank you for printing such a sym-
pathetic and helpful article on les-
blanism in the last issue of “Red-
brick’ (Oectober 20th).

In particular we should like to
congratulate the authors on having
both the modesty and the glear
sightedness to allow the situation to
be expressed first by 'homosexual
women themselves.

homosexual people is that thev be

i One of the first imperatives for all
| allowed to speak ‘for themselves,

redbrick staff
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The Editor does not necessarily ‘agree with the views
expressed by the contributors.

| that they lose the feeling that they
need someone to plead on their be-
half so as to make their case
“respectable.”

We agreed whole-heartedly with
the authors' conclusion that the
difficulties homosexuals experience
are more social than psychological
in origin, but we feel that we should
stress to any homosexuals reading
the article that the difficulties :will
not be banished by a change of
heart in the public—even a change
of heart so fundamental as the
authors see necessary.

The oppression of homosexuals
will only stop when they themselves
take steps to make it stop, and this
in turn can only be done on the
basis of a true solidarity,. of all
homosexuals—men and women.

Gay Action Group meets every

LeVI'S Sik-PREST
HEEP THAT GRERSE!

—that's the big difference
from orxdinary trousers.

LEeVI'S (Rl

the cord garments with the style
iﬂl‘ thE y[lllﬂg SEt Cut slim, cut cunning—

styled so cool you can't
keep the men—or the girls—away from them. Only
EVI'S could produce that kind of cords,

LEeVI'S

“The Most in Menswear"
47/48 NEW STREET,
BIRMINGHAM 2
Tel. 643 7888
DISCOUNT TO STUDENTS.

Thursday at 730 in the Peace
Centre, 18 Moor Street, Ringway.
We are in the Peace Centre from
| 3.30 on Thursdays for anvone who
| wants to drop by for a more infor-
| mal chat.

Refer ‘to “Redbrick”
20thy for final paragraph!

School

scavenging

_/\ BIRMINGHAM headmistress,
v Mrs. Violet Legpé, claimed last
week that children at her school
were scavenging food from waste-
bins. The admission came after the
City Council was told of the inci-
dent at its meeting on Tuesday,
| October 2nd.

(October

The school where the seavenging
took place was Benson Street
Junior School, which is in one of
the poorer districts of the -city.
One hundred and ten of the 434
pupils receive free meals.

The headmistress claimed that
since school meals hiad increased in
price, and milk had been stopped,
bread and milk had been stolen
from doorsteps surrounding the
school,

Alderman Sidney Dawes, chasr-
matt of Birmingham Education
Committee, stated that while he
found it hard to believe that the
children hac been forced to take
such measures due to hunger, the
Chief Education Officer had been
asked to investigate the complaint.

In order to stop further scaveng-
ing, & lock has been fitted to the
wastebin door at Benson  Street
Sehool and the children concerned
have been given free meals.

Expansion

Record Stores |
| 8 PICCADILLY ARCADE,
| NEW STREET

Progress Music
Progressive Records

Students and Nurses Discount
Joss, Posters

Underground Magazines

Guild commission s msrmerw L ed breast

poll

BALLOTING took place last Thursday for the Guild Commig; [
Two seats were contested, that in Halls of I‘tesiulenﬂEa
that of the Faculty of Law. In the first constituency, despite heg |
publicity and the provision of ballot boxes in Halls of Resigg, |

only some 200 students voted.

Although the Law Faculty seat
was contested by three students,
some 48 students cast their votes.
No nominations were received|from
Commeree and Social Science.

The final composition of
Guild Commission is as follows:

Chairman—external, - yet
announced.
Law—T. McBride (elected).
Commerce and Social Seience—no
nominations.
Arts—IM.
opposed).
Science and Engineering—J. J.
Yale (unopposed).
Medicine and Dentistry — J.
Aukett (unopposed).
Non-Halls of ‘Residence—D, Oak-!
ley (unopposed). { '
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0. 5. Jenkins - (un-

Do You Fecl ..,

Halls of Residence—R. Carter!
(elected).

‘General Guild"Member—J. MacFie | {
(unopposed).

(i

Union services
sub-committee

'IQ‘DLLOWING its successful intro-
=% duection “last year, it is pro-!
posed to-continue with the Union
Services Sub-committee. The pur-
pose of this committee is to advise
the Union Services Committee on all.
matters pertaining to the Union,
building, its maintenance and the
services that are provided.

It will be particularly concerned
with producing an outline plan for
the future of the Union during the;
forthcoming - quinguennium. The
Sub-committee will be under the
chairmanship of the Secretary of
the Union Services Committee.

OLEDER AND
WISER ... ||

AND MoreE
MATURE |,

People, Planning
Pollution

I'l‘HE University Open . Forum
Working Party is holding a
meeting at 1.15 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 17th, on “People, Plan-
ning and Pollution.” The format for
the meeting will be short talks by in-
vited - guest speakers, followed by
general discussion. Mr. Neville
Borg, the city planning officer, will
be talking on urban development, -
its problems and diffieulties, its re-
lationships with pollution and with =
people. A i A
Other speakers include ‘M. C. "A. |
Hobday, deputy pollution officer of
Trent River Authority, and Mr. T.
Rees Jones, from Courtaulds, who
will be putting industry's viewpoint.
The Open Forum meeting will be in S
its usual place—Floor Seven, Muir- |
head Tower (Arts/Commerce.

AND A BETTER
PeRson ©

T\]O, JLST
/ EXHRAUSTED.

Yoices and
Instruments i

N Saturday, November 13th, at

St. Paul's Church, Ludgate Hill,
members of the Birmingham Uni-
versity Musical Saciety will be pre-
senting the third in a series of
concerts which attempt to promote
music rarely performed.

The latest concert includes works
by 'G. Gabrieli, Willaert, Victoria,
Praetorius, Bruckner and Holst.
Organ works include compositions |
by Charles Tourneaire. Admission' |’
is by programme, 25p, obtainable’
from the door or the University
Music Department.

BUGS BEAT
BALL :

Five hours of
Dancing to

FRIDAY WILD
THE SENSATIONS
plus DISCO

SMALL ADS.

BARN 'DANCE DISCO! Catholic
Chaplaincy (Newman ‘House), 29
Harrison’s Road, next Sunday 8.0
pan.  Only 5p {non-members 10p). |
VEGETARIAN SOCIETY. Thurs-i|!
day, ‘November 11th, Committee
Room 2, 730 pm. Contact Alan
Martin, Chemistry IITH, or Mason
Hall,

8 pm. to1l am.
with Bar extension.
Tickets 30p

FRIDAY, NOV. 12th
in DEB. HALL
_—J
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MITATION is said to be the sincerest Eorm_o_[ fiqtter,\,_r.
] nevertheless, it is a poor substitute for creativity, imagi-
nation and common courtesy.

University newspaper,
!’:)]:‘,I;E?fl}ew" seciiori‘ on Student Homosexualily. :

Lack of originality was apparently not' enough for these
revered gentlemen, they proceeded to re-print word for word.
the article on Lesbianism that appeared within these hallowed
es some two weeks ago. “Redbrick” was at no time
d before this article came out, nor was an acknow-

Perhaps the honourable gentlemen of Durham have not
rd of the term, breach of copyright, but one would have
thought that some form of good manners, not to mention
moral integrity, would have been instilled into them during
their formative years. Perhaps they thought no one would
notice, Perhaps, really we should feel sorry for them . . .

This week, “Palatine”, the
published an article in their

OMEN'S LIBERATION did not so much hit the head-
w lines as smack them across the mouth. Refusing to
pe manipulated, fashionwise, according to the dictates of a
projected optimal sales chart on a husin?ssman's_ wall, its
image is now kept under wary press surveillance like a can-
tankerous and bile-infested old mother-in-law, dragged out
occasionally and contemptuously beaten up for the sake of
cheap laughs in concentration-camp music-hall performances.

The laugh is getting more strained. Only a few days ago, the

people’s broadsheets carried fulsome accounts of an abortive coup
de femme attempted before a strip show at a miners’ rest home in

Skegness.

The stripper — Erotica — when interviewed, said she

wouldn't be seen dead without a bra, except when she was working,

of course.
Good old Women's Lib! You
just can't kick the shit out of it!
The writer will from this point
on aveoid further reference to that
patronising and devalued term.

From “Female Eunuch':

“The frequently celebrated female
institution . . . is after all only a
faculty for observing tiny insignifi-
cant aspects of behaviour and form-
ing an empirieal conclusion which
cannot be syllogistically examined.

“The take-over by computers of
mueh vertical thinking has placed
more and more emphasis on the
ereative  propensities of human
thought. The sudden increase in
political passion in the last decade,
especially among the generation
which has absorbed most of its edu-
cation in this undifferentiated
form, bears witness to a reintegra-
tion of thought and feeling happen-
ing on a wide scale. In the cir-
cumstances any such peculiarity of
the female mind could well becorme
a strength.” (p. 108).

Churlishly perhaps, but un-
deniably, the idea had lately crossed
the writer's mind (much in the man-
ner of a naked break for cover
from the bathroom glimpsed
through the living-room door), that
In these uncertain times woman was
becoming a good horse to back. Not
just politically, not just for her
sake, but for all our flagging sakes.

From the WITCH (Women's In-
terpational Terrorist Conspiracy
irom Hell) Manifesto:

“WITCH is an all-woman Every-

thing. It's  theatre, revolution,
magic, terror, joy, garlic, flowers,
spells.  It's an awaremess that

Wiches and gypsies were the origi-
nal guerrillas and resistance
fighters against oppression. . . .

“Witches were the first Friendly
Heads and Dealers, the first birth-
gontrol practitioners and abortion-
Ists, the first alchemists. . . WITCH
lives and laughs in every woman.

“Whatever is repressive, solely
male-oriented, greedy, puritanical,
authoritarian—those are your tar-
Bets . . . you are pledged to free
our brothers from oppression and
stereotyped sexual roles as well as
Ourselves.

“You are a witch by saying aloud
1 am a Witch,' three fimes, and
th:nk‘mg about that. You are a
Witch by being female, untamed,
ANETY, joyous and immortal.”

The chief villain of the piece, the
POWEr behind the enthronement ot
the dominant male, is Freud. His
theory of penis envy gave credential
to the historical fait agcompli of the
Eﬁlﬂ Wworking his will without let or
h]c?‘g:ﬁme' and the female found

without i ter
Stana out an ideological leg to
an-‘";he n?ould either be a wanly aspir-
o a;znondmlass apolc_:gy for a man,
S :onld be nothing at all, She
e even try to emulate
Mstophanes' Lysistrata by with-

drawing her sexual labour, for her
favours were merely up for grabs,
never on offer, and never as a re-
serve price.

Her introduction to sex was
(argely, still is) a doom-laden drag:
“Little girls only learn about the
pleasure of sex as an implication of
their discoveries about their repro-
ductive function, as something
merely incidental.

“Much more care is taken to In-
form them about the approaching
trauma of menstruation and the
awful possibility of childbirth if
they should ‘lose control’ or ‘give
in' to sexual urges, than to see that
they recognise and welcome these
sexual urges in the first place. *80
the growing girl knows mere about
her womb than she does about her
external genitalia, and not mueh of
what she knows is good news"
(“Female Eunuch,” p. 47).

Sex and childbirth were concep-
tual twins. A woman could throw
in her lot with the rest of the pro-
duction line, or she could be a nasty
type if she had the guts.

The first lowly vantage point of
sexual smugness is usually daddy's
knee; Freud blew up daddy's ego
like a giant condom and hung The
Message off it in neon lights,
Henceforth nothing had right of
way before the good ship Cock,

As womer Were ergo crew mem-
bers, honorary ship's biscuit, all
that could be hoped for was mutiny,
but the threatening yard-arm over-
came, in the end, all but the des-
perately bold or freakish.

The vessel has now been invaded,
nowever, by an alien body of know-
ledge that not only suggests, but
goes on to prove, that Freud was an
arsehole, and, moreover, & wrong
arsehole; men are in fact failed
Women.

Genetically, the maleness deter-
minant in the embryo is not an ad-
ditive, it is the degree by which the
embryo falls short of being female,
(The writer, at this point, struggled
with his scientific ignorance. He
walked away from the fight, but
there is no telling whether or not
he will fall down later.)

The first and most determined ex-
ponent of the cult of the new know-
ledee was Valerie Solanas. From
her SCUM (Society for Cutting Up
Men) Manifesto:

“ .. the male is an incomplete
female, a walking abortion, aborted
at the gene stage. To be male is to
be deficient, emotionally limited;
maleness is a defleiency disease and
males are emotional cripples . . .
completely egocentric, unable to re-
late, empathize or identify, and
filled with a vast, pervasive, diffuse
sexuality, the male is psychically
passive. He hates his passivity, so
he projects it on to women, defines
the male as active, then sets out to
prove that he is (‘prove he's a
Man').

“His main means of attempting to
prove it is screwing (Big Man with
a Big Dick tearing off a Big Piece).
Since he's attempting to prove an
error, he must ‘prove’ it again and
again. Screwing, then, is a .des-
perate, '[:omput:-:ive attempt to prove
he's not passive, not a woman; but
he is passive and does want to be a
woman."

The universality of the female
complaint spares no-one; it acts as
carbolic right across the social and
political spectrum. From “Rat,” a
New York paper hijacked for a few
issues by a female collective:
“White males are most responsible
for the destruction of human life
and - environment on the planet to-
day.

Yet who is controlling the sup-
posed revolution to change all that?
White males (yves, yes, even with
their pasty fingers back in black and
brown pies again). It just could
make one a bit uneasy. It seems
obvious that a legitimate revolution
must be led by, made by those who
have been most oppressed: black,
brown and white women—with nen
relating to that the best they can.

A genuine Left doesn't consider
anyone's suffering irrelevant or titil-
lating; nor does it function as a
microcosm of capitalist economy,
with men competing for power and
status at the top, and women doing
all the work at the bottom (and
functioning as objectified prizes or
“coin” as well).

Goodbye to all that . . . Goodbye
to the illusion of strength when you
run hand in hand with ‘your eop-
pressors; goodbye to the dream
that being in the leadership col-
lective will get you anything but
gonorrhea.”

NMow who should leap to the ram-
parts on behalf of himself first :md
very mnearly last, but Norman
Mailer, father of six, husband of
four, pugilist manqué and notorious
author - of - dirty - books - cum -
reporter. . . Dewy with profit from
a work on that most symbelic of
enterprises, the moon landing, he is
taunted to write “Prisoner of Sex"
on divining himself to be the prin-
cipal idealogical enemy of the
women's movement.

Open warfare had begun with
publication of Kate Millett's “Sexual
Polities,” in which Mailer and other
male authors of stature are done
violence to. Uncertain as to
whether he should go down as
saint or sinner, Mailer eventually
plumps for going down as himself,
fighting, “Prisoner of Sex" is, be-
hind Mailer's loud prose mouth, a
sensitive and  perceptive work,
though merciless:

Althpugh Mailer goes on to cover
the same ground as Millett, knock-
ing her theories about like a
drunken husband, it isn't a straight
fight., Both contribute to the
carnage, but with the quality of a
World War One in microcosm.
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Mailer is the last cavalryman, re-
signed by honour and determined
by nature to defend the integrity,
nay, the morality, dammit, of his
horse, right down to the last drop
of the beast’s blood and mavbe some
of his own as well.

Millett, on the other hand, is after
territory on behalf .of women so
that she can wateh her foes bleed
and sigh and call them and the
earth they stand on, her own. Hot
and bothered, she clanks about in
twentieth-century —warfare's first
show-stopper, the tank — crude,
noisy, but-dangerous and margin-
ally -effective. “And above all,
mechanical.

Perhaps Millett .picks the wrong
targets, men with their brains in
one hand and their.own, and other
peoples’ genitalia in the -other,
when the corriders of power would
seem to ring with the falsetto of
men with castrate stamped on
their.every cell, and little -brain to
boot.

Mailer, despite the excesses of
Rojack in “An American Dream,” is
possessed of the stuff of redemption,
even though his prayers be short

ones. On sophisticated abortion
techniques:
“TECHNOLOGY SUCKS would

appear on no placards carried by
the women. The Work of the
Aristoerat had ‘first to be de-
molished. His vaults, his but-
tresses, his heavenly arch, ves, cess
and riddance to the davs of honest
abortion when the fingernails of the
surgeon were filthy and the heart of
A womian ‘went screaming through
a cave as steel scraped at the place

beyond.
*Suck the

where she touched the
‘Shit, no,’ said the ladies,
Bl oo out’,”

Both Mailer and Millett declare a
truce (Christmas Day in the
trenches?) on the subject of Jean
Genet. Genet is a0 good guy. Being
homosexual, he is no colonist (or
rather “he is, in a different sense of
the word), so Millett's endorsement
comes as a little surprise.

Mailer, however, for whom oppro-
brium is a refiex action when either
homosexuality or masturbation are
offered up, dees not wince from sug-
gesting that the fundamental
dilemma of homoesexuality is its
affinity for, indeed in some respects
its transcendence of heterosexual
attitudes. Of prison queers:

“If a bugger is .4 man, if he is
indeed twice a man—a male who
f....a male is a double male,
says Darling in ‘Our Lady of the
Flowers'—it is because there is no
humiliation mere profound in
prison than to.be at the bottom of
the order, to be helpless without
a protector, and usable as a female
by nearly every other conviet. One’s
ass is one's honour in prison. Men
commit murder to defend that
ass or to revenge it if it has been
raped. One's ass becomes one’s

A man’s eye view
of this
controversial topic
by
GRAHAM BARKER

woman, one's honour is that she is
virginal."”

What Mailer finally unmasks in
Millett, though, is a reeking state
of neurosis manifested as the
scientist and the narcissist come to-
gether. Technology is szeen az a
brooding force of transcendence to
which men fearfully offer sacrifices
in the hope that it will be suff-
ciently placated not to crush them,
or at best not to elevate their
Enemy, 'woman.

Cheered by the development of
the pill and hygienic abortion,
crazed hitlerian visions of genetic
engineering have been spawned
grandiose attributes of Utopia by
some of the female apostles.

All of the above is a wide diver-
sion from ‘“Female Eunuch,” and
some treacherous ground has been
covered in so doing. But the writer
is inelined to look upon “Female
Eunuch" as he would upon a hard
seat in paradise. As far as literary
treatments of the state of womsan-
kind are concerned, Dr. Greer's book
undoubtedly represents the highest
stage of the art. Its argpuments are
cogent, *well researched, comprehen-
sive, uncompromising and witty; the
dedication is moving out of all pro-
portion to its length, and ought to
be read even if the rest of the book
is not.

The aims are modest, in that they
fall within the confines of what is
{or should be) humanly feasible,
And yet "“Female Eunuech" will
probably suffer the fate of all great
works, that of being merely looked
uypon worshipfully. If it isn't a
monument already, it very soon will
be.

Valeries Solanas was drained
almost of life itself in providing the
tremendous energy needed to get
the ‘boiling; Kate Millet, - Germaine
Greer, Shulemith Firsetone and
others, according to their strengths,
bave given the brew an occasional
hefty stir, but much more energy,
collective and individual, is and will
be needed to maintain it at the
necessary heat level.

And it is at this point that the
writer experiences great difficulty in
finding anything to say that sue-
cinetly expresses his feell 5
partly, language fails him; :partly,
the state of consciousness doesn't
match up to the situation,

A later generation, hepefully, will
be bisexual enough to eradicate thab
painful acreage of mutual incom-
prehension separating man {rom
woman, a nobedy’s land mined and
blasted of late by courtesy of God
and the Protestant Ethic,

The male sex drive will ces
have more in common with the
ger pangs of the belly than with
emotional sensitivity, and the
female sexual response, directly—too

irect nswerable to the same
sitivity, will not be so fragile.
Drive and response, in fact, will be~
come interchangable, and the
will not murmur rebellion or

gust.

From again in
HRAEN:

“Goodbye to those simple-minded

dreams of
all our good soC 3
rs want us to believe. How
liberal a politics that is ! How much
further we will have to go to create
those profound changes that would
give birth to a genderless society.
Profound, sister. Beyond what is
maie or female.

Robin Morgan,

“Beyond standards we all adhere
to now without daring to examine

them 45 male-created, male
dominated, male f . . ... -up, and in
male self-interest. Beyond  all
known standards, especially those
easily articulated revolution: ones
we all rhetorically invoke. Beyond,

to a species with a new name, that
would not dare define itself as
Man.”

. .

.

i
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You for coffee

NE of
unfortunate
Upiversity of Birmingham is its de-
vslopment into carefully segmented
sraded and classified groups and
centres which seem to prevent, if
mitigate against any form of

the most striking and

campus community.

Efforts by the Guild of Students
and  particularly the University
sithorities have in recent years
peenn aimed at learning to- cope, if
not alter this situation, The staff of
the School of Biological Sciences,
has, for example, allowed students
tn use its coffee room. The Staff
Heuse committee in recent years
have been far more flexible in al-
lowing students to enter that par-
ticular building.

It is indeed strange, therefore,
hat when the new Arts and Social
ience building was constructed
s somehow managed to construct
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features of the |

2 separate well-furnished stafl coffee |

room on the first floor and a
smaller student facility room on the
seventh floor. At first students
rightly rebelled at this status differ-
fon which seemed to them
dicrous, particularly in the light
the orientation of the nature of
studies at that faculty.

After several weeks, however, of
nasty, long-haired, Communist-in-
spired students tramping into the
ed staff precinct, someone got
rried. A stern notice proclaiming

¢ today to the eternal shame of
stafl of the faculty and ulti-
mately, of all members of the
Ampus community.

Two loos

The new library extension is
trendy. It's painted in trendy col-
ours with trendy furniutre and aven
trendy people. Sometimes there are
some students in it, too. However,
it seems someone has excelled them-
saives in trendiness.

'Within the loo in the new Lib-
rary Extension, three of the doors
hre marked “men"” and the other
three “women.” This is not a
timely concession to Gay Liberation,
but a retreat by the Library Com-
mittee before the inevitable on-
slaught of the permissive society—
Mixed Loos, it seems, are in.

Perhaps the real answer may lie
closer to someong forgetting about
laos when the building was planned.
They have since been added with a
minimum of cost and a maximum
of progress.

Politics of

gesture

Two yvears ago the Guild of Stu-

jants found out that the Univer-
y Pool of Investments had in-
stment holdings of 017 in a
uth African company, De Beers.
in a wave of tremendous concerm
and conscience, the Guild withdrew
tts holding of £3,000 from the Uni-
versity Pool.

This year the Guild's investments
arg doing very well indeed, yielding
an income of some £400. So it
should, the money is now invested
i Government Treasury Bonds
which have succeeded in the past
vear of selling arms to South
Africa and sending froops to
Northern Ireland. Meanwhile, with
the minimum of fuss, the Univer-
sity Investment Pool has sold its
holding in De Beers.

if only” appeared. It remains |

Martin Cole defeated
at Deb. Soc.

N Wednesday, Movember 3rd, the Council Ghamber filled in
anticipation of the evening’s debate. The motion before the
House was that “freedom of expression and behaviour are the
hallmarks of a civilised society.” The CGhairman of Debates, Mr.

John Ringguth, presided.

The motion was proposed by Dr.
Martin Cole (who did not show
the film). He considered that any
allegedly civilising influence must
satisfy two prerequisites—namely
that it liberate the individual and.
at the same time, does not threaten
the survival of the group. The prac-
tice in certain primitive communi-
ties of circumecising the womenfolk
was continued on a psyechological
level by our own society. The
Women's Liberation Movement was,
therefore, to be welcomed as a
move forward towards ecivilisation.

Dr. Cole went on to consider the
stabilising influence of discipline; it
was negated, he asserted, if it was
externally applied and not the
natural product of an individual’s
free decisions. The greatest threat
to humanity in Dr, Cole's view, was
uncontrolled fertility, and it would
be a step towards eivilisation if
abortion was removed from the
jurisdiction of the eriminal law and
women were afforded the liberty of
the privilege to choose this from
<f fertility control.

Mr. Peter Hollingworth, on behalf
of the opposition, could not accept
that freedom of action without res-
ponsibility was in any way a mark
of civilisation. He also refuted the
previous speaker's view that women
were becoming increasingly liber-
ated; on the contrary, they were, in
fact, being used as ‘‘sex-machines
for the benefit of the male frater-
nity.”

The contraceptive pill had not
proved to be a liberating factor in
allowing greater freedom of sexual
expression. It had, in reality per-
mitted a greater oppression than
that of the unwanted pregnancy to
assert itself—venereal disease. It
was essential to the overall freedom
and well-being of society, main-
tained Mr. Hollingworth, that the
freedom of the individual be to
some extent limited,

Mr. Edgar Yarranton, apparently
amused at what he had just heard.
rose to speak, second for the oppo-
sition. He described at length a
biblical character who sounded like
a cross between a flower child and
a South American revelutionary
The identity of thise individual was
not disclosed, but Mr. Yarranton

wished that his philosophy was ac-
cepted by more people today.

It was a doctrine of freedom, and
it accorded well with Mr. ¥arran-
ton's vision of a soeciety in which
every individual was at liberty to
behave as he pleased—in other
words a truly civilised society.

However, the House was urged to
remember to take into consideration
the needs of other people—mot for
any altruistic reason but rather be-
cause it would enhance the indi-
vidual's enjovment of the exercise
of his freedom.

The final speaker of the evening
was a rather concerned Mr. Brian
Priestley, assistant editor of the
“Birmingham Mail". The Huron
Indians and Attilla the Hun were
condemned in quick succession as
being uncivilised. “Civilisation,” Mr.
Priestley thundered, “is not a
Utopia.” Civilisation is concerned
with laws and the regulation of
man's behaviour. This speaker be-
lieved that laws protected the in-
dividual’s freedom by debating it
precisely.

Az for sexual freedom, Mr.
Priestley asked the House whether
it wished to allow middle-aged men
to wander round the streets bearing
bags of sweets with the intent of
seducing children, if such was their
inclination,

In concluding, this speaker ex-
horted the members of the House
to realise that they, as individuals,
could only hope to improve their
environment if they were willing to
operate in association with other
individuals and to accept the in-
evitable limitations of their free-
dom that this would involve,

Finally, he concluded that the
Chairman of- the Society was the
epitome of civilised man, and sat
down to tumultous applause. After
the members of the House had been
given the opportunity to air their
views, a vote was called for.

The motion was thrown out by 87
votes to 128, there being 86 absten-
tions. The feeling afterwards was
that this had been a really good
debate  and that all the guest
speakers were to be thanked parti-
cularly.

BOB VELLA.

Free University [

Free for all

THE Free University of Birmingham (F.U.B.)
series of courses for all those who wish to attend

is holding a
in the

evenings of the next few months. All the courses will be held
wherever convenient—puhbs, front rooms, Peace Gentre, etc. For all
those who come, the Free University offers no degrees, no exams,

no lectures, no set courses.

There are no teachers or stu-
dents, just a convener. All are in-
vited fto participate in common
discussion and debate. Such courses
planned in the next few weeks in-
clude a Child Directed Education
course (which meets Tuesdays, 8
pm., in SF.H.). A course on the
implication and relevance of the

work and ideas of Buckminster
Fuller is in the offing—contact
Chris Parr, 3 Guildford CCircle,

Abdon Avenue, Selly Oak.

There is to be & course on
Marxian Economiecs and the Econo-
mics of Development—the convener
will be Robert Mason, contact 472
3306,

If there is enough people inter-
ested it is also intended to continue
or re-form groups which ran last
vear, including ‘Black Culture' (con-
tact Lee Bridges, 472 1301, ext. 476).
“Philosophy and Social Science"
(contact Peter Tetley, 359 3611, ext.
6165), and “Mixed Women's Lib"
(contact 523 7603).

A course on ‘‘Non-violence and
Revolution” will be revived in
January 1972, any interested people
please contact 472 2326,

All general enquiries and corres-
pondence for the F.U.B. should be
sent c/o Peace Centre, 18 Moor
Street, Ringway, Birmingham, 1,
phone 643 0996,

Dr. Martin Cole speaking at the debate
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Oh Dear,

Lord James!

JUST under a fortnight ago rumours were circulating wvery

freely over the likely recommendations of the James Com-
mission inguiry into teacher education. It's now guite some time
since the clamour for investigation of methods of training teachers
led to Lord James being appointed chairman of what is likely to

be an infamous commission.

There have been periodic leaks
of the proceedings of the commis-
sion, both in the national and edu-
cational Press, and the National
Union of Teachers pieced together
all this information, most of it
from apparently unimpeachable
sourees, So consistent were the
reports that the N.UT. recently
published “Cause for Concern,” in
which they prediet the probable
conclusions of the commission, due
to make its final report early next
year.

“Cause for Concern” contains a
brief summary of the N.UT.'s ori-
ginal detailed submission to the
commission. In this they call for
a single higher education gqualifica-
tion, as a result of the
comprehensive system of higher
education are becoming more fre-
quent and more strident, if not
more effective.

natural

James, it appears, is ignoring all
this, and is proposing to introduce
liberal arts colleges, replacing col-
leges of education. Such colleges
would offer a two-yvear course lead-
ing to a “Diploma in Higher Edu-
cation.” Those diplomates who
wished to fteach could econtinue
their education at these colleges
for a further two years, being
finally awarded the B.A. (Educa-
tion), an ordinary degree. Univer-
sity graduates wishing to teach
would follow these last two years,
and would be awarded the B.A. as

well. They would thus enter the
teaching profession with two de-
grees,

There are a number of serious
implications arising from these
propozals, The teaching profession
would be divided—clearly university
graduates would have very much
better career prospects, and an
eventual result of this would be
that the liberal arts colleges them-
selves might not be able to attract
staffl of the calibre that they re-
quire,

The N.U.T. already complain that

the colleges or education suffer by
being outside the mainstream of
higher education: under Lord
James's proposals, the existing area
fraining organisations, at present
centred round the universities,
would disappear, and be replaced
by area training boards, in which
the universities would have much
less influence.

Clearly the liberal arts colleges

would be even further removed
from the mainstream of higher
education. The diplomate would

be the proud owner of a qualifica-
tions of doubtful academic value,
given perhaps by some body simi-
lar to the C.N.A A, whose own de-
grees are still regarded with some
disdain.

An article as brief as this cannot
give much more than a superficial
view of what the situation is, but
a few disturbing points should be
a little clearer now.

At a time when demands are
being made for a more comprehen-
sive system of higher edueation, at
a time when the anomalies which
exist between the wvarlous sectors
of further and higher education
are being highlighted, at a time
when employers are beginning to
recognise that a CN.AA. degree is
worth just as much, and often per-
haps more, than that from a “pro-
per” university—at such a time
Lord James introduces his new
proposals. His recommendations
seem guaranteed to introduce new
divisions, new econflicts, new inequa-
lities into higher education.

Instead of taking the initiative to
move towards the comprehensive
ideal, the commission appears to be
moving in the opposite direction.
The commission is not due to Irée-
port until early next year. Thll‘-ll
the guesses will be revealed as In-
spired, or dismissed as inaccurate.
If these rumours become concrel®
fact, we must ensure that they do
not form the basis for concreté
colleges of liberal arts.
JIM TYZACK
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Vegetarianism

Are you unhealthy?

F you meet a vegetarian, then yowll find someone who has
I- thought a great deal about many aspects of living, and reached

some firm conclusions.

Vegetables, fruit, grains, and nuts are food fresh from vegeta-
tion, the primary metabolising agent of elements from air, earth
il

and water; w

When one obtains one’s food
secondhand, sO that nutritional ele-
méms are altered, and unbalanced,
there is also the disadvantage thal
toxic wastes from the animals
ploodstream  are  &lso consumed.
Animals today are exploited and
overbred:  This leads . to many
diseases such as-brucellésis (vene-
real disease), fowl pest, foot and
meuth, liver flukes, and various
flmours.

Growth is artifivially inereased by
hermones, and copper and arsenie
compounds.  Diseases are tempo-
rarily inhibited by heavy vaccina-
tion; and regular doses of anti-
piotics, hormones and! other drugs.
So all these things are added to
the food! that: the animal eats, and
alll these' things can be eaten by
vou: Ask the gentleman who de-
;e]opad enlarged breasts by eating
¢hickens containing too much hor-
mone !

suffering animals produce food
of 2 mueh lower gquality. Is your
egg battery or free-range? Has
your chicken ever seen the light
of day?

A diet high in animal fat is un-
healthy. This 15 one example of
the imbalance of natural fats which
leaders to arterial disorders (heart
disease), and bone diseases (arth-
ritis, rheumatisma.

There are many reasons for be-
coming a vegetarian. Is it right
to kill for food? (It is & paradox
that so many object to abortion
of a human feetus, yet gaily condone
butehery of living animals).

Those thousands who follow Yoga
in this country know the nullifying
effect dead food can have on your
life. Richard Hittleman constantly
advocates unadulterated natural
foods. in his daily ATV, series,
“Yoga for Health.”

Ecologists, and those concerned
about, the Third World, also recog-
nise that a meat-eater needs 13
acres of land per year for subsis-
tence, when there is only one acre
of fertile land for each person in
this world—mo wonder people are

hich when combined with a little dairy produce,
provide all the nutrients we need.

starving. Can you think how they
must feel when large gquantities of
oil seeds and other foods are ex-
ported from their countries to feed
our animals! This exploitation,
based on our taste for uneconomic-
ally produced food is clearly not
going to solve future global prob-
lems.

Vegetarians are healthy. They
are careful about their food because
they recognise that our health (o
lack of it) is so dependent on fresh
fruit. and vegetables for vitamins
and minerals, adequate protein for
growth, and enough carbohydrate
and fat for energy.

Our modern society has gone
starch crazy! Bread is little else
but starch—all the bran, most of
the vitamins and minerals, and oil
that help the ear of the wheat to
produce ancother crop next year—
life-force—are removed. Chemicals
are added, Lo preserve the bread,
to bleach it, and to replace part
of the vitamin content and put
some mineral salts back into this
denatured food. You can easily
get bread from health food shops,
made with 100 per cent of the
wheat and ground carefully with
stone to preserve the nutrients.

The sugars, and sweets, chocolates
and artificial foods out of bags
lead to tooth deecay, obesity and
intestinal diseases. No wonder that
our inflated “Health Service” is so
overworked.  Artificial foods pre-
served by additives can never be
trusted—think of all those additives
because of possible health dangers
—for example, cyclamates in soft
drinks, with their ecarcinogenic
effects.

Our society is the overstimulated

society! Urban pressures force us
Lo consume detrimental stimularnts

in drugs, aleohol, tobacco, tea,
coffee, soft drinks. Since it is a
free world, we can all choose to
be either healthy, or unhealthy,

Vegetarians believe illness will not
attack a healthy body, fed with a
balanced diet, and exercised pro-
pexly.

ALAN MARTIN

Defence NIRRT KT

OCT[UAS.?

ESPITE a lack of mass appeal these two little-known bodies
seem nevertheless to be thriving within their prescribed

spheres,

Approaching the terraced huts of the 0.T.C. (behind the Great
HS:II] ong cannot help noticing “Fight for Peace” daubed in white
paint on the walls, along with other similar messages, somewhat

faded with the passage of time.

Inside, commanding officer Cal
Anthony  was delighted with the
mi"fv'agc. “That’s what we are here
for" he said. The aim of army
PErsonmel, so it seems, is, il neces-
fary, to flght and kill as a means
to that end

w'l'he corps, founded in 1908, has
-l_vuluntcers ineluding 12 women.
dsically it aims to train volunteers
|H_ military matters. It has no
I]::t';ﬁ‘:gmnal links with the Univer-
s l\: ?quadron: “They fly planes,
ae .ont qu_l, Anthony), but there
slrong social ties,

ml’:“‘;‘:rﬂlng to their official hand-
the Ulf' 0.'1?.(:. 15 the best club in
1 meg‘rﬂSlt.\’- However, thinking
the sepe- 15 What is presumably
i cond’ best club, I went along
Thursday night to the Air
Madron,

EA:Z cnmma.nding officer Squadron-
S i:‘us\glllmmson was oceupied, I
eiven adl?d down to the bar and
Membar l":,'lk- One of the squadron
brokery s as proudly displaying a
Which 1y E lsupported by a stool)

SeEms was acquired dur-

ing a game of Mess Rugby with
those ruffians from the O.T.C.

Another member in the same
game later needed stitches in his
face. Presently Squadron-Leader
Williamson entered. In his room
we agreed that it wasn't really
worth talking about the Sgquadromn,
and relating how last year a second-
year dentist had ended up in the
Selly Oak canal after the annual
dinner, we raced each other down
to the bar.

There I was told to “Have one
on me,” which I did, and very nice
it was too. Do not think that the
company was all male. This was
by no means the case and as
Squadron-Leader Willlamson said:
“1 think it's good to lose your inhi-
bitions and make a fool of your-
self.”

By now the crescendo of “Have
one on me's” had reached such a
pitch that I decided to leave while
I was still able. And so, after
shaking hands and choking for
some reason, I left and made my
way back to the Union and the
boorish engineers in the Main Bar.

ANDREW GRAINGER

Alienation DT ATAENE

First year
problems

OW is the time for collapsing expectations.

Now is the time

for two thousand frst-year students to pause and start to
wonder what is so marvellous about university anyway.

After the first few weeks of meet-
ing people, perhaps smoking for the
first time, or losing their virginity
in a desperate struggle to scavenge
some security from this huge remote
establishment. They are starting to
figure ont why exaectly they are here,

It could be because parents and
relations spoke about their youthful
yearning to university, instilling in
the ill-informed sixth-formers an
overwhelming, guilt-ridden convie-
tion that a great privilege was being
bestowed upon them.

Perhaps university was posed as
the next goal after achieving “A»
levels, or a temporary alternative to
the degrading finality of work.

If they learn nothing else while
they are here this new year will
learn to respect the social barriers,
the etiquette and the conformity of
students. They will either learn
well or reject the teaching and be-
come social outcasts.

The friendly and open atmosphere
of the “Freshers' Conference” dur-

ing which evérvone is eager to make
new aquaintances dees not pervade
far into the autumn term. Small
groups of friends are formed with-
in departments or balls of resi-
dence, and the problem becomes one
of talking to strangers without
lowering defences sufficiently to
make it obvious for the sake of com-
municating.

Females who make advances to
the opposite sex without sufficient
excuse are labelled “ta T rand
males who do the same are simi-
larly discarded.

Of course these criticisms do not
apply to all students at this univer-
sity, but they may be justly levelled
at a large proportion.

Now it may be sald that a similar
situation exists in everyday life. But
I suspect that this betrays a nar-
rowness of social contact. I have
consistently found people from non-
intellectual backgrounds to  be
friendly and unreserved  to
stra NEEers.

MEIL JOHNSON

Politics PR T TR S

A Party Political manifesto
on behalf of Plaid Cymru

S a spokesman for Plaid Cymru, | first wish to announce that
the rumour that the party is going to boost the Welsh economy
by subsidising synthetic leak-producing plants, has not yet re-

ceived official confirmation.

Flaid Cymru has provided the
vouth of Wales with entertainment.
Plaid Cymru, for example, organises

midnight rambles — (mixed, of
coursel interspersed with im-
prompti artistic happenings

around the valleys. These rambles,
apart from amusing their partiei-
pants, have 1-251’11191:1 in the creation
of a significant new art form. Yes,
the aesthetically pleasing appear-
ance of Welsh road signs, which has
proved a source of much critical
controversy, is but one of the major
successes of Plaid policy.

The party's literary organisation
has endowed the Welsh with a far
greater variety of pub songs than
that possessed by any other nation.

The expressive acuity and tonal
harmony of such songs as, ‘Saison,
Bastard Saison,”* is but another

proof’ of the party's successful re-
vival of Welsh culture,

We in Plaid Cymru also cater for

those members whose interests
range beyond rambling and song.
Qur organised trips to loecal law
courts enable members not only to
observe, but also to criticise and
suggest constructive reforms of the
legal system.

Improvements proposed include
such essential reforms as the repeal
of the Anti-Sign Painting Act, and
the institution of Welsh as the
official legal tongue,

Plaid Cymru has helped Wales in
vet another — perhaps more signi-
ficant — respect. Evervbody needs
some sense of ultimate meaning,
which explains all the mysteries of
life and compensates for its set-
backs.

Plaid Cymru has preserved the
Welsh from these troubles—it has
given them a course, a purpose in
life, a transcendant goal—which
they have embraced with a fervour

Now, our party’s achievements :

SUrpassing shown
Methodist revival, or even a Wales

England international in Cardiff.

during the

Plaid Cymru caters not only for
the spiritual needs of the Welsh, it
alse isfies the more materialistic
desires experienced by nor-
mal man. To support this claim, I
have only to cite the careers of
many of our members, who hold
positions of crucial importance in
Caenarvonshire County Council,
Llanrhaiadr - ym - Mochnart Pri-
Aberystwyth TUniver-
sity and Harlech Television.

every

mary School,

It is doing the same for Welsh
children, by providing them with a
secure passport to a good educa-
tion and its rewards. Many Welsh
children, for example, now enjoy the
incomparable advantage of being
taught not anly the Welsh language,
but also other subjects through the
medium of Welsh—which, of course,
immensurably increases the intrinsic
interest and general utility of these
subjects.

It must now be obvious bo even
the twpesti of vou English, the sal-
vation—of the Welsh people is en-
tirely due to Plaid Cymru. Do you
not wish vou, too, were Welsh, and
could reap the benefits of our
palicy.

This Manifesto has, however, on
the whole, been designed first to
arouse your envy, make you wish
you were Welsh, and thus help gain
revenge for the treacherous defeat
of our glorious prince, Llewellyn the
last.

English bastird.

iPronounced toopest—an esoteric
Welsh term meaning stupid.

JAN ROBERTS
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The

Gavin
Tweedsmuir
Column

l EGULAR readers of my column

" will no doubt be aware of the
high esteem which Mr. Paul Dodg-
son  fwithout an “e" darlin
regularly fails to win for him:
from anyone who has anything :
profaching mentality, The spri

Paul, you may remember, congealed

his way to the Vice-Presidency
when the other candidates wer
admitted to the Loonie ward of i
Prod Gayford Clinic, having done
themselves an injury in collapsing
in la ter at the announcement
that Mr. Dodgson was going to
stand. That these upstanding
members of the Guild have P
reduced to babbling cretins
no better employment than
on the Guild

tt
Commission, will
course not weigh greatly on our
Paul's miniscule conscience.

It would, of course, be a
pity were Paul to allow the r
crities of his time as Viece-President
to have their way and trample him
underfoot. or do something else to
improve his appearance, Howe
were Mr, Dodgson to resien n
week, complaining say, of an
growing brain-cell, you
assured that no-one at this
the Guild media would
second erying-inte our vodkatinis.

Speaking of the preposterous
Guild Commission, leads me to re-
mark on the result of the interna-
ti_unally important elections to this
bizarre body. (Over 15 people voted
!n the Law Faculty alone.) Look-
Ing at the list of twits, pervs and
nellies who sit (1) on the body, one
is immediately struck by the objec-
tional viewpoint that the members
can take.

Unbiased personalities such as
handsome, sincere, but ageing John
MacFie, J. Aukett Esq., and the ap-
pealing but incurable 0'Shea Jen-
kins, will of course not be confused
by the general public with three
similar named “people” who sit on
the governing body of the very
animal the think tank has been
asked to examine.

The biggest disappointment was
the failure of grizzelled, nubile Mr.
Justice Ringguth, the international
jurist, host of DRUMMOND AND
KENNY AT THE DOG AND
WHISTLE, to gain a place on the
GCommission. Beaten as he was by
the totally anonymous figure of one
Jeremy MacBride, | now hear that
his honour the Justice is thinking
of retiring from public life alto-
gether, and domiciling himself in
a place where no human being will
ever see him again, i.e., of course,
the co-opted bench of Guild Coun-
cil. As if his Honour's defeat was
not enough to condemn the Com-~
mission, 1 now learn that no less
than three of the sitting members
were nominated by Mr. Rodney
Playford, a writer on a popular
university weekly.

.

By, an extraordinary oversight,
the name of Mr, Binkie Beaumont
does not appear in connection with
either P, Dodgson or G. Com
sion. Presumably the efferves
external affairs chairman is
centrating hard on his do
Presidential campaign,

Luv,
GAVIN
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Wedding 5 Engagement
Rings
DISCOUNT on all other kinds of
Jewellery, clocks and watches

FOR INTRODUCTION NOTES CONTACT:
Rodney Watts, via The Unfon P. H. or
Dept. of Medical Biochemistry
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In the old days, Carnival Day to me was a
day when if you couldn’t get a boy, you
were no good at all, because we all went
raving mad. — Councillor Nora Hinks.

I)HEPARATIONS for Carnival

are under way, with the
usual few people committed to
actually doing something. Like
every other Carnival Commit-
tee they have had little time
for reflection. Often the need
for detailed organisation pro-
vides little time to consider the
role of Carnival.

The fundamental aim of Car-
nival this year is to make
money. Other less tangible aims
are secondary. Community
Action, student involvement
and student relations with the
City are more or less forgotten :
sure they exist, but how on
earth ean you plan for them.

“Students' Union and the
N.U.S. should go about changing
the student image, it's not Car-
nival's job, Carnival's here to
make money . .. The fact that
you might have better relations
with the town of Birmingham
doesn’t really matter ... The
only reason we want more
people involved in Garnival is

to get more money."—Dave
Kelly, Chairman of Carnival.

In 1969 and 1970 there were
Festivals which were an attempt
to get away from the old-
established pattern. They tried
to link social work with fund-
raising, and to introduce a
drama programme. Birming-
ham University was the first to
try something of this nature
Admittedly it was not a com-
plete success; there could have
been greater participation in the
Community Action; the drama
section was narrow in its ap-
peal, and there were organisa-
tional problems, but there was
a fresh approach, wider in its
outlook. Times have changed.
the spontaneity and exuberance
of Rag Week is a thing of the
past.

“It's Carnival, we all used to
take part in it. They used to
go into the cafes, they were on
the buses, everyone took part;
you couldn’t dodge, even if it
was only a small coin. It was

a Gala Day.”—Councillor Nora
Hinks,

Maybe students have changed,
or “things ain’t what they used
to be”, Nowadays it seems a
bit ridiculous for students to
romp around the Bull Ring. It
would be nice te have stunts
and simply enjoy ourselves, but
it just doesn’t happen now. Stu-
dents, or at least some students,
want to have reasons for the
things they do. They don't see
themselves in isolation to the
community as a whole.

%] don't think you ought to
pecome involved. Your job to
pecome involved is when you've
finished your education. There's
enough of us involved.,”—Coun-
cillor Nora Hinks.

If there is enough of us in-
volved then why are social
problems still with us?

Should Carnival tackle social
problems, and if so—how ? The

Report of the 1967 Carnival
Commission still seems valid in
its proposals :

(a) To raise money—this was
an old aim but Garnival had
failed in raising really
large sums of money.

(b

Designed to entertain both
students and the city—new
aim.

(c) Designed to educate both
the students and the city in
respect to social problems—
new aim.

(d) To improve relations be-
tween the students and the
city.

The present Carnival Com-
mittee have completely ignored
the last two of these points. The
idea of getting as much money
as possible is a simple one, but
to raise money without thinking
about what the money is going
to do is pointless.

WHERE THE MONEY WENT-—1971

Balsall Heath Association ......

Birmingham Society for Mentally Handicapped Children £250

Birmingham and Midland Club for Deaf-Blind ... £75
Birmingham Committee for Might Shelter ... . £400
Birmingham Family Service Unit .......... Sy e N 2P 1L
Coach and Horses Charities Committee ..., £50
Handsworth Day Care Centre ... i, £500
Holidays at Home .. £300
Little ‘Sisters of the POOr i i S100
Friends of Monyhull HOSPIEAT ...ooovivrveeeiiiienensiiniensennirn, 2100
Mosely Tenants' Association ... P A RSN i £50
Muscular Dystrophiy Group ........o.-.. . 2100

National Society for Mentally Handicapped Children . £1,.000
North Devon Holiday Farm Trust for Deprived Children £75

DAKIEY  ECIIODI™ Lo xrvsn s oo Eee s e S s S e b e b ek sy ey LD
Priority Area Playgroups .. £150
St, Paul's Day Care CeniTe .....coirmarenimaniiinmnnnas .. £150
Senior Citizens’ MOVEIMENE .oioiiciar irorrinmieisraspemanansans £25
Solihull Deaf Children’s ClUD oo, 200
Sparkbrook Association e e e e D
Stanhope Hall PIAVETOUD ..oiiviiisinirinisiaiii. £50
by VR B A E R e e e et e £100
Guild of Students’ Vice-President's Fund ..........oooe £200
St. Francis" Residential School, King's Norton ............... £50
Guild of Students’ Community Action ................ Jees 2250
BERSOn. Strean SR o0] I i £50

Potssy . ARNWAL T2
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the need for children's play

yyin

“A Carnival chairman

ou

erl as an en

've got to say :

All right, go out and raise money, but
i the hell are you raising money for?
so bloody meaningless. Youw've got to
bk about why is it necessary to go out
o raise money? Why isn’t someone else
g for this sort of thing?

The money-raising has always been
d in itself and that is the
take. It's what the money does which
he end. It’s what the money is needed
. where the needs are in society which
not being satisfied, and if these needs
ould have been satisfied by other
ople, like the city council, government,
en people should bloody well think
bout, well it’s no use us raising money,
sopping Up the system, because of the
bvernment’s or city council’s inadequa-
s. Really what we should be saying to
e city council is we're not giving money
do this ; you should be bloody doing
is, now get out there and make these
buses fit for people to live in, don’t just
end us out there to decorate these places.
John Butcher (Festival Chairman ’69)

areas, the loneliness of the old,
the difficulties of the handi-
capped or the extent of prob-
lems such as alcoholism can
have considerable value in a
festival."—1969 Festival Report.

There are two definitions of
Community Action. One is in-
dividual action for the com-
munity, the other is action with
the community. The former is
apolitical and fills in the gaps
left by the inadequacies of the
welfare state. The second, far
harder to implement, is directly
political and tries to change the
existing fabric.

“Students acting in Com-
munity Action should act as a
catalyst to bring about change
in their community.”

Both types of Community
Action, particularly the latter,
need continuous student inter-
est. However a fortnight of
events, retaining some of Car-
nival's present format, could be
instrumental in ereating a focal
point for student pressure. Car-
nival must be seen in relation
to student activity all the year
round.

“When it becomes an isolated
event which it is now, when
people actually think up some-
thing to do for CGarnival, then
it’s pointless.

“For me GCarnival started on
the Friday night just before the
procession. The procession was
on the Saturday. Then it was
all over—bang.”

Carnival in the past has been
a mere function of student in-
terest, it has not really suc-
ceeded in creating and channel-
ing potential student interest.

Carnival is vital to relation
between the student and the

really involved in the worlf
his committee, gets a mi
blinkers on and looks snfiioush
at a pile of gold which lhy
going to get at the e
What actually happened il
money was of no interests

“There's a sort of
thing there, quite a pol
of concrete and glas
with a little plague sayii}
was built by the funds
by the students of Birmig
University.” — dJohn B

rnival

would

fing a n

these

at the moment

be spending

ew Union!),

charities are
ubtedly conscienscious, do
actually change anything ?

15

g to attack social problems
fectly. Whether they admit
not they are concerned
the community, otherwise
the
By raised on ourselves (i.e.

If we

going to tackle social prob-

Carnival Chairman, 1963 B8 then let’'s do it effectively.
i
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City. It is during Carnival that
students have their greatest im-
pact upon the community. It
used to be a time of goodwill,
when students were recognised
as part of the community. To-
day Carnival impresses the gap
between student and Brum.
“Barb” magazine, most of the
stunts, concerfs, which are

Any hard and fast boundary
between Carnival and Com-
munity Action is a fake one as
every Carnival report testifies,
Though the 'l report pointed
out the- organisational difficul-
ties, they recommend :

% .. closer links in general
policy with Community Action
. .. that should be rectified by
both Chairmen in the future.

“The creation of an awareness
of problems like bad housing, 4|

aimed primarily at students, all
zo to reinforce the self-evident
fact that there is no real con-
tact between “us” and “them"!
think people

have been

e
>

less generous recently than in
the past because 1 don’t think
they like your Rag magazine,
They think it's obscene, it's in
bad taste and it’s vulgar.,”
—Councillor Nora Hinks.

Many people don't see stu-
dents as part of the community.
Admittedly the student hasn't
spent his life in Birmingham,
generally mixes with other stu-
dents and doesn't pay rates, but
whether he likes it or not he
lives in Birmingham for at
least half the year and shares
many of its problems.

It seems obvious that the role
of the student is in this wider
sphere where he has a personal
interest. If he did try to in-
fluence the people of the City or
bring pressure upen the autho-
rities, he would undoubtedly
come under attack. Although
the student image would be
better served by doing straight-
forward social work, the stu-
dent has a more natural and
useful role in precipitating ac-
tion within the community.

The concept for Carnival, at
least this year, can't radically
be changed. But that is not to
say that nothing at all can be
done. There’s still time to co-
operate with Community Action
to some extent (though both
chairmen have said that or-
ganisationally it is impossible).
They must recognise that their
aims overlap. Carnival, unlike
its predecessors, should publi-
rise where the money is going.
Not only would students be-
come involved in choosing the
organisations which would
benefit, but they and the town
would alse know who the
money was helping beforehand.
This would produce more co-
operation from the town and
add incentive to the students.

To attack “Barb” can be mis-
understood as a reaction to its
obscenity. But the fact remains
that at least some of the space
of “Barb” could be more con-
structively used. It would be
no great pity to break from the

The whole essence of carnival is not

really what you do—not what’s happened

to the student ima

ge, not how many

people you got. If you still manage to
raise seven thousand quid—then I would

say that was a good

carnival.

Paul Dodgson (Vice-President).

“That really is what Com-
munity Action is about—bring-
ing social change.”

How does all this affect this
vear’s Carnival. We know that
it's hard on a committee when
they're criticised for something
that is too late to alter.

“When we were OCarnival
Committee, the President
came down and criticised us.
What the hell was he doing
criticising us. We knew what
we were doing. It's no good
going to Carnival and telling
them that they are doing it
wrong.”—Anne Naylor, Presi-
dent of the Guild.
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soiled tradition of a wholly vul-
gar Rag mag.

For the long term, Carnival
and Community Action could
be brought together with a new
specific aim. Such an organisa-
tion would be more concerned
with the results of its activities
and not simply with the means.
For example it could stage a
“Humanise Birmingham" cam-
paign. It would precipitate
public opinion and put pressure
on local authorities with regard
to things like the environment
of Birmingham. This is not to
say that action such as this
should be carried out sombrely.

There is. and always will be,
a place for pure fun in Carnival.
Stunts and especially the pro-
cession would be far more
effective (and more amusing) if
they had some real significance
to the subject of Carnival that
vear.

Though it's not much use
pretending that a fortnight of
events could solve problems in
Birmingham overnight, at least
a Carnival with a purpose could
be a step in the right direction.

ROBIN and GARY

15 JULY
PUBLICATION
FROM
SPHERE BOOKS

There’s nof
cheap aboifpie.
Except thel

Dinner Suit

£1.95

You'll be delighted vith 1
and styling of Dormie hiry
They're beautifully {ailorec™
in superb materials. An "*
the latest lines to bring 0%

Dormie knaw exactly whet!
wear whatever the o o
have all the right accesatl®

DORN

MENSWEAR LM 607
25 Bennetts Hill, B ey
Alzoat 10

26 Birminghs

“TANATA is Best—where L
Why not try for once * i
For delicious Anglo-Oriental dishes, Special Curries, good fresh food
and service thal's all for your satisfaction and our speciality.,
Please have a night out and enjoy yourselves at—

JANATA

TRY OUR THREE-COURSE “SPECIAL"” LUNCH at 25p only
12 noon to 2 p.m.
STUDENT REDUCTION of 5p on cost of meals (except “Special”
Lunch) on production of student card.
491 BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK, BIRMINGHAM
B24 6AU (near Bristol Road Gate), Tel. 021-472 3641

Opening times: 12 noon to 1,30 am. (Sun.-Thurs.)
12 noon to 4 am. (Fri. and Sat.)

ind West meet."”
"A" Food?

FOR BEER, CIDER, WINES & SPIRITS
CALL AT

TEMPLEFIELD SQUARE, WHEELEYS ROAD,

EDGBASTON 440 2291
512 BRISTOL ROAD, BOURNBROOK  SEL 0185
775 BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK SEL 0173

(Next to Oak Cinema)

{ “THE JOHNNY SPEIGHT |
DEBATE"” E
‘ TONIGHT - 7.30
i Supporting cast: JOHN BIRD, AUSTIN STEEL,  }
I BARRY TOOK, JOHN WELLS 4
i (And ANTHONY LEE . . . ) E
4 * E
‘ TONIGHT 4
5 IN 4
| DEB HALL
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Frank Caider (Oliver Reed) and Melissa Ruger (Candice
Bergen) take time off from learning to read in
“The Hunting Party.” (Odeon, New Street).

Paul Henry, Jane Freeman and'John Baddely, who appear
in the Birmingham Rep’s new production, “‘Roll Me Over.”

cihhema

IMMAKE "The Wild Bunech,” add a

bit" of “Valdez is Coming," to-
gether with a little of “Butch Cas-
sidy and the Sundance Kid,” stir
in some “Soldier Blue” and sprinkle
in a small amount of "Paint Your
Wagon." What have you got?—
“The Hunting Party" (Odeon, New
Street). But, unfortunately, “The
Hunting Party” could have really
done with a touch of something
else, because it was sadly lacking
in storyline.

In fact, it was only on recollec-
tion after the film that T realised
how utterly confusing it actually
was. The initial plot was so naive
that I was convinced that there
was more to it. But no, the film
synopsis confirms my suspicions.

"Frank Calder and his men,
killers and outlaws, ride into Ruger
County, Texas. Calder, surly, silent
and. illiterate, but a born leader,
feels that there must be more to
living, than this endless riding,
especially if he knew how to read.”

Really!

Calder happens upon: a school-
house and takes off with the woman
who is teaching there.

“Now Calder will be able to learn
to read.” Little does he know, how-
ever, that this woman is not a
schoolteacher but Melissa Ruger,
wife of cattle baron Brandt Ruger.
Brandt is "a sadistie, sexually mal-
adjusted bully, but his wife is just
one more piece of property he
owns.”

Brandt abandons a resplendent
orgy, and, together with some
friends equipped with special rifles
capable of accuracy up to a range
of 800 yards, he rides off to retrieve
his wife.

What more can I say? Just add
plenty of close-ups of Calder's
gang being picked off—spurting
blood, gaping wounds, ete., ete, All
good clean fun.

Oliver Reed, as Frank Calder,
gives “The Hunting Party” its only
sane moments, but with such a
limiting role not even he can
attain any worthwhile heights. As
in “Soldier Blue," Candice Bergen
proves herself to be one of the
screen’s best portrayers of the
“how - far - can - she - go - and-
still - keep - her - clothes - on?"
role.

By and large there is little in
“The Hunting Party' 'to redeem it
from its cliched depths.

ALEXIS

HA?H\'G only recently completed

its West End run, Bed and
Board makes a welcome appearance
at the Arts Lab Cinema Club (from
Thursday; November 11th till Tues-
day, November 16th).

This is the third in a trilogy of
films by Francois Truffaut that has
included "Stolen Kisses” and “Les
Quatre Cents Coup”. However, it
is not necessary to have seen these
in order tb appreciate “Bed and
Board,” although it may help in
giving a clearer picture of Antoine,
the central character throughout.

Truffaut's direction
the film' has a warm character
about it. He never states: more
than is necessary, preferring to im-
ply rather than explicitly prove.
Thus the bedroom scenes become a
meaningful! part off the film, with-
out the titilating nudity- that might
have been included by a lesser
director—"Bed but not Bored"
might be an apt description.

throughout

Antoine has now married the girl
friend from “Stolen Kisses,” and
starts off as a dyer of carnations
while his wife teaches the violin.
Truffaut picks out the humotr of

the situation, and the unusual
characters thal surround it. An
affair between Antoine and a stun-
ningly beautiful Japanese girl leads
to a temporary breakdown in the
marriage before husband and wife
are reconciled again., It is only
momentarily, with the disintegra-
tion of the affair, that the interest
flags a little: a quicker cut of hu-
mour here would have made the
film as a whole, almost faultless.

The high techinical gquality of
“Bed’ and Board,” especially the
colour, does much. to supplement
Truflaut's: tender approach.

The late night show- at the Arts
Lab or Friday and Saturday, 11
pm., is Fredrico Fellini's 8%, an
inventive and intenselv cinematic
look at the problems of the ereative
artist and his fantasies.

The new Arts Lab programme is
now in its final stages of produc-
tion and should be available
shortly. The organisers are experi-
encing some difflculty with the
film. distributors who feel reluctant
to release new films to the Lab on
the basis that perhaps one of the
city’s cinemas might just possibly
fee]l “daring” enough to risk taking
one such film some time. However,
sinee this never seems to happen
evervone loses out—the Arts Lab
can't. get all the films it wants, the
public have to wait a couple of
years to see certain films, and the
film doesn't take as much money as
it. would have done with an im-
mediate showing,

Nevertheless, the new programme
contains a number of films of in-
terest.

The Strawberry Statement, one of
the big films of last year that sur-
prisingly failed to do the cireuits,
is showing next week. The following
weeks hold in store Joseph Strick's
much-banned Tropic of Cancer,
Antonioni's Blow Up and Zabriskie
Point, the Polish film Colonel
Wolodyjowski, Fellini-Satyricon and
Investigation of a Citizen Above
Suspicien to mention but a few.

PAUL TAYLOR.

N ANY of the new Westerns are
primarily intended to debunk
the legends created by the old
classics, and also to show that the
white Americans, not the Indians,
were the aggressors. If you like this
sort of film, you will certainly like
“Little Big Man" (A BC., New
Street—retained for a second week).
It isn't just a moralising story:
it is very funny. The story is all in
flashback, as it is being related
from a New York geriatric hospital
by Jack Crabb (Dustin Hoffman),
the last and only white survivor of
the Battle of Little Big Horn; “a
hundred and:ten years ago, when
I was 10, my parents were killed
by Indians, and I was taken away
and brought up by them as their
WIS

As well as the excellent direc-
tion, there is some very beautiful
photography- by Arthur Penn (who
also directed “Bonnie and Clyde”).
One moment that I particularly re-
member was the view of Custer's
cavalry advancing across the snow
in the dawn to attack the village.

It is a film well worth: seeing.

DAVE PARRY

theatre

g}'_rAH.TING at the Birmingham
¥" Repertory. Theatre on Novem-
ber 10th. (today) for a week is a
comedy called “Roll Me Over,” by
Bill' Canaway: Set in: the backyvard
of' a tyre and’retread factory, the
play features three main charac-
ters—Cotty, the old tramp, Gordon,
the gormless lad; and: Ellaline; the
tart, as well as two “supporting
actors” who don't say & word—a

pile of earth-moving, fyres ang a
forklift truck! The set, in fact, i,
cludes 200 tyres of varieus shappg
and sizes and all the action lakeg
place ini (yes, IN) and'around {hg
tyres.

The humour in the play COmpg
from the faet that. the charactps
carry on the normal domestic aotj.
vities one finds in a bouse, rathey
than in & backyard.

The director is Michael Simpsgp,
well ' known in the field of television
drama, who has directed many plays
at' Birmingham Rep since joining as
associate director in 3968, He ig
most enthusiastic about this play
and it should be & most entertain.
ing ahd unusual show.

Meanwhile, the Midlands Aytg
Centre production. of “The Miser,
by Moliere, opens on Thursday,
November 11th, The production i
being directed by Maria Sentivany
and Philip' Hedley. Miss Sentwany
is an expert in the Commedia dell
‘Arte; and the intention is to reflect
Moliere’s  involvement. with  {he
Commedia.

JOMN GROAKE,

11.&8'1‘ week, Guild Theatre Group

presented John Whiting's “No
Why!" and & selection eof Mixed
Media.

“No Why" was an. inbteresting
play thematically but was murred
by the fact that some of the char-
acters did not ring trie. It is
difficult to pinpeint the cause of
the trouble, because to.some extent
the author intended 1lo present
them as caricatures, symbols of
pride, false humility, and sexuality.
Many of their speeches were un-
natural, consisting, of short, clipped
sentences repeating key words, In
Absurd’ drama this trestment would
have been fully acceptsble; bul, the
setting and circumstances of the
play seemed to call for a naturalis-
tie treatment of the characters, a
more subtle hint at their faws
But it was a one-act play and it
Is difficult to convey an idea subtly
in such a short time. G.T.G. laid
it on more heavily than they need
have done, but they laboured with
difficult material, and the play-
wright might well have approved
of their stark symboalic approach.

“Free Fall,” the Mixed DMedia
show, was of varied guality.
of the ideas were very: original, but
there was in some places an air
of last-minute improvisation. The
shorter sequences, convo and a
dance sequence, were simple, strik-
ing and' beautifully: done. The
longer sketches were less satisfac-
factory; “Cornflakes” was too pro-
longed and “Telerosion" failed to
put its point over very cleardy. The
last feature, two guitar players,
changed the atmosphere to the
more casual one of the folk club.
The players gave the impression
that they were playing whatever
came into their Heads, and would
continue until the last: member of
the audience stumbled ‘wway:

Some

This approach: met with some
approval, and' a fews of* the audi-
ence squatted' on the Boo at the
front. and, mesmerised] shook their
beer-eans in time to. the rhythm.
“Free Fall” abounded’in good ideas,
but tighter organisation would have
improved it immensety: There Was
a feeling of “What. shall we do for
them now?” about it, which goes
well m a theatbe workshop, bub
seemed “less appropriate for Cnis
production.

HILL B, NORMAN
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~ Monday and Tuesday evening
()" e scaffold_will be perform-
s P.C. Plod in Deb Hall

i slod”, 8 Play originally
_F:'IC'U“I ;ﬁ;ger McGough's poems,
o performed, in em-
at the Open Space
jn January 1971,
'Tl“'““‘_’énl'ozdﬁn,}c;r lease of life to
4 Jiving poem (handcuffed
X with new Songs specially
he Scaffold.

which Was [_ir.l:t
bryonic version,

S pecome
to music)
s written by L
The miin character tthe ‘typicrlll
poy in blie, saint in our tlmeﬁl is
slaved by John Gorman, with Mike
%\dcr_:m: as the golden-voiced baddy
-smd Roger MeGough as the nar-
.ratm'. ;
John NMeggison leads Lhc musi-
cians, Percy Jones and Brian Dod-
Fcon,
opening at  the Edinburgh
Theatre and continuing on to Liver-
poal Everyman Theatre and New-
castle Festival prior to an extensive

8 niversity tour, “P.C. Plod” relives

i

for you some of his amazing adven-

Lurel- and helmet-raising escapades

b in two hours of laughter and enter-

tainment.

S0 join in and be & vanguard of

2 plodding evolution towards an
L olternative culture.

MARY JACKSON

hooks

OFTLY, CHILDREN, I'M GOM-

3 ING, by William Bloom (Pan,

| 25p) is just another cheap mnovel

" which finds its home on the shelves
labelled “Dirty Paperbacks™.

Maybe that is just a bit unfair
because it does create some sort of
feeling. I even felt sorry for the
poor boy, at times.

Richard, a young man who
doesn't intend working for a living,
finds a rich girlfriend who has the
absurd name of Araminta. The
whole story is about Richard aim-
ing at cormering this Araminta and
living off her daddy's wealth but
he ends up being cornered himself.

All through the book Bloom
changes the feeling toward
Richard; one minute he’s a nice,
hard-done-by, young man, the next
he's the world's worst. But I think
Bloom got carried away on his own
tide of sensationalism for the last
chapter builds up and eventually
ends in confusion.

The whole of Richard's conversa-
tion and that of his friend's is so
pseudo-hip, quite sickening. At a
Buess T'd say the content is about
35 per cent swearing, 50 per cent
Sex and the remaining 15 per cent
straight story line.

Not really my idea of a good
novel,

GINETTE TAYLOR.

{'OR all those who have nostalgic

~memories of their weekly comic
arriving through the door, and to
those who still regularly subscribe
to “Beano,” “The Penguin Book of
Comics” (£1.25) is for you. George
Perry wrote the text which was
ﬁl'lt_{ma]].\' published in 1967. For this
revised edition Perry has been joined
‘3}' alan Aldridge who is reknowned
0F many posters, record sleeves and
LhF two “Beatles' Tustrated Lyrics.”
folllTh'e Pcngt_ﬁn Book of Comics'
H0Ws the history of comics/draw-
ngs from 30,000 years ago, with the
fl-TSt known cave drawing, through
0 the heaqd strips of today. I've
gevcr really thought of the Bayeux
APIstry. as @ “comic” but as Perry
Says5:
EES:THP mun narrative is more or
Wl:h tonventional comic strip form,
crmm-‘”mlﬂe legends in Latin des-

g the events.”
LS“;ﬁg, _Pel“r:',"s commentary on
mﬁca;’ 'y of comics and thelr sig-
SMMBE?-I b?th economically and
g thg cally, proves to be interest-
5 Eau OUgh obviously limited by the
Uit of space available,

The main attraction in the book
iz the actual comic strips. The mid-
nineteenth century strips prove to
be rather laborious, with their poli-
tical connotations, but the book soon
turns to the comiecs of the early
twentieth century. If's surprising
how well advanced these were fech-
nically.

One of the most amazing strips
to be found in this collection, is that
of Krazy Kat, “regarded by most
strip cartoonists as the highest
achievement of the profession.”

KErazy Kat was created by George
Harriman in 1910, and died with
him in 1944. The three examples in
“The Penguin Book of Comics”
show why Harriman was so highly
praised, Whilst the actual drawing
is not of exceptional quality, it
matches perfectly the witty adven-
turers of Ignatz the Mouse, Krazy
Kat and Offisa Pup.

Although billed as “a slight his-
tory,” and accepted that Alan
Aldridge acknowledges that “the
survey is inevitably subjective and
we can only offer apologies to the
followers of strips that have been
crowded out by the pressure of
choice,” there are some places that
are rather too skimpily dealt with.
“Mad” gets only one scant refer-
ence in Perry's chapter on Comics
and the Cultural Overflow.

Similarly head comic strips, which
are becoming highly organised in
the Underground Press, get a very
superficial treatment with only one
example: Pritz the Cat.

Despite this, “The Penguin Book
of Comics” is 4 must for all lovers
of Superman, Flook, Captain
America, Whizzer, Dan Dare, ete.,
ete.

GRAHAM MOORE

MUSIC

I‘l‘HE C.B.S.0. concert at the Town
o Hall last Thursday night pre-
sented Mozart's last piano concerto
and symphony No. 7 by Mahler.
The peaceful effect of the Mozart
was a striking contrast to the long,
unhappy theme of Mahler which led
to many crescendoes especially in
the finale.

Paul-Badvia Skoba was the
pianist in the concerto: he Iis
artist in residence at the University
of Wisconsin, in the TU.5.A. He has
a very light touch and quick, subtle,
instrumentation, and the combina-
tion of these helped to capture a
lightness to what otherwise depicted
a stern twilight.

I enjoyed this concerto as I
found it relaxing but with enough
depth to keep one alert fo its
changes in mood.

The Mahler symphony had five
movements which in all last 1 hour
7 minutes, At times this length was
felt because of some monotony, per-
haps created by the very Ilarge
orchestra which did not alwavs ap-
pear to be co-ordinated.

The Mahler symphony begins
with a funereal opening and overall
progression from darkness to light
culminating in a big, major-like
Ronda-finale.

I was most impressed by the two
Narkmusiten movements and the
interpretation of Mahler's “birds” in
one movement was very impressive.
However the many crescendoes in
the final movement proved only to
be a disappointing end with its
repetiveness and lack of build-up.

Next Thursday C€.B.5.0. presents:
Overture Egnuit (Beethoven).
Symphony No. 8 in F (Beethoven).

Harp Concerto (Ginastual,
with Rafaei Fruhbeck de Burgss and
Osian Ellis,
JANE FOSTER

l'i‘HE latest album by The In-

credible  String Band, going
under the strange and meaningless
title of “Liquid Acrobat As Regards
The Aair,"” is very characteristic of
the band.

Nobody can deny their originality
in style. It's very hard to classify
the Incredibles’ music. Each mem-
ber has his, and her, own person-
ality, and all these blended to-
gether to make up the wide variety
in their music. The first track on
the second side: “Adam and Eve," is
composed by Robin Willilamson, an
extremely nice song with a Reggae
beat and a subtle touch of humour:
probably the most characteristic
track on the whole album.

Likky's voice is shown to perfec-
tion in “Darling Ball." This track
is unusual in the fact that it is
divided into 10 distinet sections
which fit together perfectly. Mike
Heron'’s “Red Hair® is very remi-
niscent of his own L.P, “Smiling
‘Men With Bad Reputations.” Also
included in the album are four
traditional jigs.

If you've heard any former
albums, then you can be sure of
recognising the style which is com-
pletely their own. That is not say-
ing that their songs are boring
and repetitive, in fact, each song
is refreshing and wvery distinctly
Incredible String Band.

GINETTE TAYLOR

l AST Saturday evening was a
A4 guite unique experience for
those who have long-awaited the
movement of the contemporary jazz
scene out of the rather exelusive
confines of London, Nucleus, win-
ners of the 1970 Montreux Jazz
Festival, appeared in concert sup-
ported by the Ray Russell Sextet.
Nucleus, with others such as Terry
Riley, Soft Machine and Keith
Tippett’s Centipede are one of the
major forces now working within
that ever-emerging ill-defined over-
lap between rock and jazz.

Unfértunalcl_\-'. neither bass player
Ray Babbington, nor drummer
John Marshall were present; Daryl
Runswick and Martin Ditcham sub-
stituted. Their set lasted something
in excess of one wvery short hour
consisting of an interwoven selec-
tion of material from their three
i I

The number of highlights was
that great as to render any listing
of them futile. Individual virtuosity
within an integrated Iframework
provided scope for excellent solos
from Carr on trumpet, Smith on
tenor and soprano sax, Jenkins on
electric piano (forsaken just once
for an oboe solo on his own com-
position Torrid Zone of Solar
Plexus) and MeCray on synthesiser.
The conclusion with the title track
from their second L.P., “We'll Talk
About It Later,” was greeted by
deservedly enthusiastic applause.

With the support for bands like
Nucleus, still, at least in the
provinces, in its embryonic stage
the battle for widespread acclaim

with this fusion of rock and jazz -

is now undoubtedly under way.

Sandwiched between Nucleus and
the unbilled Bliss String Band,
came the Ray Russell Sextet.
Though numerically, they failed to
fulfill the promise of advance pub-
licity (free-lance frombonist Nick
Evans bein gabhsent), they certainly
proved treir disregard for all
musical cliches.

Apart from the rather predictable
process of rotational solos the hour-
long set was almost entirely ab-
stract, would-be foot-tappers were
notably confused.

The evening ended with a couple
of post-scripts. Someone announced
the detonation of the five-megaton
nuclear bombs off the Aleutian
Islands and we also learned of a
similar occurrence in Moseley Vil-
lage in the shape of the opening
of a new jazz club. There can be
no doubt, conflicts are erupting all
over: Fanny, get your gun!

ROD LING.
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lan Carr, of Mucleus, who provided a unique experience for

jazz fans at the Union on Friday.

For all comic lovers—""The Penguin Book of Comics,”
edited by Alan Aldridge and George Perry.
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Latest album from The Incredible String Band—

“Liquid Acrobat as Regards the Air."




i e e sy

REDBRICK, Nov. 101k, 1971—Page Ten

TABLE TENNIS

ALL IN THE MIND |

BIRMINGHAM wv.

LOUGHBOROUGH

DOUBTLESS our newer readers have become familiar with the mind suffocating inanities, clichés,
nicknames and appalling esoteric jokes strung together and called sports reports. Whilst the

members of the Table Tennis Glub remain disdainful of this practice, | would like to write this, the

first T.T. report of 1971/72 in the infantile style of the chronicles of the so-called “letter sports.”’

1 begin thus: Mostyn “Grabber”
Lewis, just recovering from a body
transplant (“It fell off in my soup™)
greeted me with a word not un-
adjacent to "Hello" and told me
that he had been in bed(!) and
had just got up(!), We then joined
Steve (“Mine is bigger than yours™)

O'Neal  (What were vou doing
with the plastic toad in the Bull
Ring, Steve?), “Attaboy” Selcuk

and Gandalf Maloney to do battle
with Loughborough (P.S.: It's vour
turn to bring the tomato sauce,
John!)

The match progressed with the
gallant lads of Ping Pong FPower
doing their bit (Randy, you can
use this amusing play on words in
your next amusing story) until at

sevenn games-all Brian (“Mine's
gone dead”) Mitchell (Ps.: It's
your turn to bring the bacon,

Brian), who the night before had
had an unfortunate incident with
£ crate of Newcastle Brown, a jock-
strap and an object not a million
miles from a voung lady (It's your
turn to bring this diatribe near to
s close, young lady) played the
game of his life to bring the bacon
home for his adoring team.

Actually what really happened is
that Loughborough didn't turn up,
but it's .nice to dream.

Well, now you know how to write

a sports report; It's quite easy, as
you can see. Simply write as un-
informatively as possible and men-
tion as many people as you can
50 they can get together and giggle
over the anecdotes and feel proud
at thelr pseudo-infamy. Goodbye
for now and P.s. Angie don't forget
it's your furn to bring the soap
next week!
[This report was received too late
for inclusion last week. However,
T've included it this week because

of its clarity and style. Now read
on.—Ed. |

BIRMINGHAM =13
WARWICK iR
I'm afraid I'm a bit inexperienced

at writing sports reports but I've
learned such a lot about this sub-
ject from reading the wonderful
sports pages of “Redbrick” that I
now feel confident; so, being a firm
believer that imitation is the sin-
cerest form of flattery, I'd like to
pay tribute by condensing the
styles of the other reporters into
this the first table-tennis report
about our match with Warwick.

A score not a million miles from
and not unadjacent to 13-2 was re-
corded by the gallant lads of Ping
Pong Power, led by Mostyn (“Mine
is bigger than yours”) Lewis (does
Jude know he uses the penhold
grip, wink,; snigger), followed by

JUDO

KATHY'S FINE
HARAI GOSHI!

A

SPECTACULAR victory was scored by the newly-formed
women’s judo team in their first match, when they beat

Sheffield on Saturday by a clear 10-point margin,

The first win of the afternoon
was scored by ungraded Kathy
Bassham, who defeated her 5th kyu
opponent with a fine harai goshi,
followed up by kuzure kesa gatame
Gillian White and Lorraine Singers
continued the good work, both
drawing their contests. In the final
fight, a sensational uchi mata and

kesa gatame executed by the cap-

tain, Caroline Lewis, assured the
women's team of victory.

The men's team was unfortu-
nately successful against a
Sheffield side consisting of predo-
minantly more highly-graded fight-
ers. Graeme Bailey, fighting in his
first mateh, scored 1 poinl with
tsurikomigoshi, ecarrying on to
clinch the bout with kameshihoga-
tame. Keith Wilson, also in his
first mateh, eventually lost to the
Sheffield captain.

The third contest was essentially
a trinl of groundwork skills, Reg
Giles finally gaining the upper
hand to defeat his oppoment with
kuzure yoko shiho gatame. Jim
Hay, fichting in an evenly-matched
contest, was unfortunate to go
down to a well-executed kata
gatame,

In the final fights the strength
of the Sheffield team’'s three brown
belts began to be felt, the first of
whom defeated Keith Dingley with
tateshihogatame. But the main
excitement of the afternoon was
provided in the next contest, in
which Kazimierz Fuks was preven-
ted from completing a hanemaki-
komi only by lack of space on the
latami.

He gqiuckly followed up with a
daring yoko otoshi, which was skil-
fully countered by the Sheffield
brown belt, who went on to win
the fight by i point. In another
lense contest, the Birmingham
brown belt, Al Martel, soon demon-
strated his superiority over his

opponent, disposing of the Sheffield
man with tateshihogatame.

This final victory concluded the
afternoon’s judo, in which the
women outclassed the Sheffield

team, and the men lost their match

by wazari (half point)—a promising

start for the season’s matches.
KEITH DINGLEY

Brian ("I was on the job till 10.30
last night™”) Mitchell, Steve (Gras-
per) O'Neale {(What about the
Jockstrap/crate of Newcastle Brown
/wild party/scruffy hockey stick,
Steve?), John (Gandalf) Maloney
and tight-lipped, Aat-chested Titus
Groarke (103).

Warwick's only sets were gained
by their No. 5 who defeated Malo-
ney and Groarke. The other games
were in general quite one-sided
and Birmingham came home easy
winners, as the score indicates (I'm
sorry if you understood that part,
my concentration lapsed for a
moment).

Team: Lucy, Motty, Wendy, Fred
ete., “The Strangler”, One-eyed
Smith, The Juice Brothers (capt.),
Groarke, Snail, Messrs. Su, Su and
Phue Yu. Jeremy (The Elder),

Is that left knee dropping off 7

SOCCER

Seconds dominate

U.A.U./Midland League }: BUAFG 2, WARWICK 1

AFTEﬁ 90 minutes’ abysmal football, BUAFC left the pitch once again victorious. @nly sub. Davg
Chivers, a long-haired fresher, distinguished himseif. Possibly because he was only on the field

for 10 minutes, OR probably because he scored the winner.

little cherub also scored again).

Form rating in parenthesis (out
of three).

Taff “the smoke" Chilcott (1),
Mick “Immaculate” Wright (2),
Fester Feet (3), W.B.A, Talent Star
(14), Ernje “Jack Solomons" Pearce
(14), Ray “Kopengwe" Barlow (1—
did he play?), Alan “P.G.” Cross
(14), Dave “Rasputin’’ Harrison
{}), John "Tom/Shirley* Temple"
Thorpe (1), Ian “Baby-face” Muir
(1), Johnny “Haircut” Barton (1),
Dave “the Hair" Chivers (2).

(*Delete as applicable),

B.U.AF.C, 1l 3, WARWICK 1II 1

After two promising 7-1 reversals,
B.UAF.C II finally hit the form
of which they are capable, when
they strolled to their third Midland
League victory. Another victory
next Wednesday will ensure a place
in the Midland play-off and second
place in their group.

Following an early setback, Geoff
Weedon dirtied his pretty boots
and scored the equaliser. This was
shortly added to by an own-goal.
Rumour has it that this poal was
compensation for the fact that the
referee was a qualified Theology
student but not a referee. We must
be thankful for his divine inspira-
tion over the decisions,

Dominie, 'who is having trouble
repulsing Villa, scored a fine solo
third goal. Hewever, his wvirtuoso
skills eventually resulted in him
ricking his back when he trod on
the ball. He then left the field in
disgust.

Continuing last week's suceess of
the introverted humorous pen
sketches (another G.W.H. quote)
Tom and Ras will attempt to do the
same for our noble 1Is.

The

following eleven also played (the

Tony Bukowski, goal-keeper, 3rd-
year Phys, Ed. student, who de-
cided to play for the IIs on the
promise of a club-house (provided
by the F.F. golden goals invention).
The  goals against do not reflect
his ability, although it has im-
proved his stooping technigue.

Steve Curry, defender and cap-
tain: his skilful displays in cold
weather are characterised by chat-
tering teeth and comments like: "It
weren't like this in Jamaica.” Ex-
Keele and UA.U. player ‘who is at
present fighting for a first-team
place and the fitness he lost in
Jamaica !

Tom Stenhouse: An unintelligible
ex-Corby Town player of Secottish
origin (shades of Jogk Lyle!). He
has the ability and mentality to
tackle a tank. 1st year Medic who
is following the redoubtable f{of

TR M G

LAST YEAR'S B.U.S.F. CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONS. Back row, left to right : John Eley,
Tony Edwards, — Clarke, dJoin O’Meara, Roy Smediey, Rob Shaw, Ian Gilmour, Andy Holden,:
Front row, left to right : Dave Bendy, -Rob Kerrick, Rog Brown, Dave Hill, Mike Southen, Nigol
Bailey, Gavin Russell, Steve Gibhons. All except Kerrich Eley and Gibbons remain this year.

should that read doubtable?) foot=
steps of Bob Stockley. Has madé
his 1st ®I debut already. Sweeper-
up!

Alan Shaw. With a ratio of one
man to five women in Ist year P.E.
it is a wonder he has the energy
for his football A fast, fuid at-
tacking defender!

Geoffl Weedon has hbought thé
rights to Alan Ball's redundant
footwear. Never stops running
never stops talking, never stops
moaning. A great character, Bir-
mingham’s very own -bubbling Ball
of fun! Mid-field.

Rog Blincorn: Ex- Northants
grammar schools, Smoothes his
way round the football field and
has been known to skip off frain-
ing! He adds the “nails" to Wee-
don’s white boots. A reliable per-
former on and off the field. Mid~
field,

Dave Baldwin: Another hairy 0
grace the wastes of Wast Hills. He
has the ability to stop the ball and
think about tomorrow's game. He
has already made several appeal”
ances as sub. for fhe I's His ball
artistry is an asset for (his) fusuré
Midfleld/attack,

Next week we will continue oW
pen sketehes with the other hd
of the squad.
Aas & TOM

[Apologising for their unintclligi'i':;
waflling to Mr. R. Carr, that W& 1
known exponent of the rudde™

LADIES' ILACROSSE

Lynne fires
enthusiasm

IRMINGHAM Ladies’ Lacrosse team forged its way into the
B sporting annals on Saturday by winning the first seven-a-side
indoor lacrosse tournament to be held on this campus. The seven
stalwart ladies achieved this by beating the amassed forces of
Nottingham, Liverpool, ‘Leeds and Aberystwyth Universities.

Despite the multiple frustrations
heaped upon ' the club’by ‘the gods
poth heavenly and terrestial, the
tournament began at 1130 am.
with a coaching session and game
given by /Lynne Bailey, ‘the Wales
and Great /Britain ‘lacrosse player.
Miss Bailey's expertise (dn this new
sport fired ‘the morning avith an
enthusiasm and energy; it is hoped
that this enthusiasm combined
with a minimal support from A.TU.
will help ‘to establish indoor seven-
a-side lacrosse as a viable Univer-
clty sport.

The sports Hall wasibuzzing with
activity and ‘anticipation ‘by 2.30
pm. when Miss Bailey signalled
for the first lovely lacrosse players
to trip the light fantastic in 'the
competition. . 35

Birmingham began their winning
streak by 'beating Leeds by four
goals to two, Next they distin-
uished themselves by drawing two-
all with Liverpool in a very tight
battle. They followed this with
two exciting wins over (the .other
universities with scores of 4-2 in
each case, to win the champion-
ship with Liverpool a close second.

The Sports Hall reverberated to
the fleet-footed dashes of the play-
ers from one end of ithe court to
the other, In spite of ‘minimal
experience of ‘this new (game, re-
peated flashes of brilliance ema-
nated from the Birmingham Ladies
and soon in the ‘tourmament they
had established their superiority.

This victorious debut in the
seven-a-side sport would, we hope.
indicate a healthy future for the

RIDING CLUB

TN the opening mateh of the sea-

son, Birmingham had a clear
win over Nottingham and Bath.
The standard of riding mas good,
dering the lack of practice on
the particular dressage test. The
individual ‘first was won by Wendy
Lennon of Nottingham, with 107,
closely followed by Juliet Horsley,
of Birmingham, with 105  points.
Frances Bailey and Sue Watkins, of
Birmingham, were third and fourth,
The overall team scoves were as
follows:

Birmingham 282,

Nottingham 267.

Bath 180.

Birmingham “B"” team did wvery
well to earn 175 points, finishing
only five points ‘behind Bath *“A”
team. It is the first time Birming-
hém has had sufficient riders of a
high enough standard to produce a
“B" team; we are hoping they will
continue to show such promise.

SUE WATKINS
(Captain).

MEN'S HOCKEY

Warwick U. 2nd X1 0,
Birmingham U. 2nd ‘X1 0.

\‘ NOTHER goal-less draw high-
= lighted our inability to score.
‘_r'h-.\ game alternated between listen-
g to the umpire’s perpetual
whistle and watching the Birming-
h.am full-backs stopping the oppo-
Sitlon's short corners on the line.
Nick Economott and Rog Hawkes
saved us on at least four oceasions
m this way.

On a small pitch, the game was
11_0_‘0.1' allowed to fAow and neither
slde looked likely to score in open
Play. Butler went close on one of
the few occasions that the Wars
Wick defence was penetrated.
L1:hc team must rapidly ;pull out
T Proverbial digits and 'beat
Flcester next Wednesday or they
May be eliminated in the qualify-
g round.

Severa)]
from

: members  would benefit

Hion attending training—next ses-

u 0 u.m_ be at 9.30 on Thursday
1 Ehe main bar,

Lacrosse Club here. It seems lrre-
futable that these prospects would

be very much enhanced by the pro- |

vision of goalposts and indoor
lacrosse balls which sadly ‘had to
be ‘borrowed on ‘Saturday.

Indeed, (the indications are that
the ‘Ladies’ Lacrosse :Club should
enjoy a very successful season with
an influx of several young starlets
this year. So far unbeaten in the
W.IV.AB. stakes, will Birmingham
manage ‘to snatch the trophy this
yvear and ‘bring ladies’ lacrosse on
to the map of ‘esteemed University
sports?
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Avid circuit trainer Pete “The Dave” What the Bootkins
(or something like that)

by W. HICH

fhich report on circuit training

%

ROUNBABOUT tea-time every Tuesday and Thursday the best comedy show on the campus takes |
place. Yes, it’s circuit training season again., Hordes of “let’s pretend” athletes swarm 'to.the
‘Sports Gentre for their bi-weekly ritual. Five minutes’ exercise, ten minutes' vomiting and three |

days’ ‘boasting.

For those not in ‘the kKnow, cir-
cuit ‘training ‘is ‘a 'devilish form of
punishment, consisting of nunierous
exercises which normal people
would ‘not contemplate doing in the
privacy of ‘their own homes. The ob-
jective 15 to ‘try &nd promote
general physical fitness and. circuits
are usually done by people to
whom this state will always be a
distant dream.

Most people manage to complete
a couple of circuits in about half
an ‘hour by missing out the difficult
exercises and diligently cheating.
They then disappear in ‘the direc-
tion of a warm shower and a pint
over which they will swap tales of
their brave deeds.

A count-up of leading sportsmen
carrying out the circuits last
Thursday revealed the sum total of
zero. This total included almost
the entire 1st XV rugby team {(a
sample quote was from Dave Wat-
kins: “I'm glad you stopped to talk
to me, I was buggered.”) and

FENCING

Strength
in depth

HE Fencing GClub's first full
match of the season, Wed-
nesday's U.A.U. mateh against
Loughborough Colleges — demon-
strated that the club has the
doublg advantage of retaining the
core of the successful team of pre-
vious seasons and of adding to it a
fresh intake of able fencers.

Tired of a long series of easy
victories against the Colleges, the
committee decided to redress the
balance by flielding an experimental
team. Despite these altruistic plans,
the foil team, led by the experi-
enced Bob Vella, and reinforced by
two new recruits—Professor Shiu
and Maitre Westlake—demolished
the opposition by & score of T—2.

Unfortunately, only our strongest
sabre team (Milligan, Evans, Vella)
was available, and it proved lmpos-
sible to avoid a 9—0 victory at this
Weapon.

Our épse team, despite the inclu-
sion of Frank “Nikanchikov"” Hard-
wick, adopted a more casual ap-
proach and consequently slumped
to a 6—3 victory lo give an overall
result of Birmingham 22, Colleges
5

R.E.

Sharon Smooth {(who was once
again attempting to bust her bra).
The other Thursday a devilish
new dimension was added to the
usual punishment, As the shat-
tered bodies staggered from the
gym they were confronted by the
nymph-like figure of Bashy Kat-
ham. Hockey's answer to Tommy
Smith prevented them from leaving
by thrusting a piece of paper,

euphemistically called a question-
naire.
This terrible innovation is be-

lieved to be not unconnected with,
among others, Messrs. J. Thorpe
and D. Griffiths. The latter, in
these cold autumn evenings with-
out Pook, has had to find a new
source of amusement. The result
was this little extra “test.”

As has been previously pointed,
out, the I.Q. of the average circuit
trainer is not particularly high and
to confront him with such a cun-
ning questionnaire whilst in a
state of exhaustion is hitting a bit
low.

Sample guestions include “What
sensations do you experience most
frequently during the session?”
and “Do these worry you?”" A cun-
ning one is “What does your closest
friend think of yvour participation?”

LACROSSE

Comfortable

West Midlands Universities 19,
Timperley 5. -

EST MIDLANDS again won

comfortably due to some good
individual performances, but as in
previous weeks teamwork was
sometimes lacking both in attack
and defence, where there was little
co-ordination.

It was 10 minutes before the
first breakthrough was achieved by
Robin Bennett, which helped to re-
lieve the early tension. It was not
until the final quarter that the at-
tack began to produce integrated
moves and this was rewarded with
seven goals in the last quarter of
an hour.

“Buster” Haynes continued his
battle with the lacrosse pitches of
Manchester by neatly tripping him-
self up. This noble effort was re-
warded with yet another broken
bone—this being his collar-bone,
which was formerly one of the few
remaining sound bones in his body.

It is worthy of note that in four
matches this season West Midlands
have scored To goals, which is al-
ready more than last season’'s total
of 66,

The sample answers include “‘en-
couraging,” ‘“neutral” ‘“sceptical”
but mnot the ‘most common,

“amazed" and ‘'surprised.”

Still, it seems
it's free and it keeps people off the

street. So here to end are a few
sample quotes from last week's
SEssS10MN ;—

to be good fun, |

“I managed to complete a ecircuib |

this week.” ‘“Up one two three

down one two three—new the other’
“What do you mean. weak |

eyelid.”
stomach? I'm throwing as far as
anyone.” “Heavens my bra's tight.”
“I think I'm going to die.”

See you there tomorrow

LADIES" HOGKEY

INJURY
AVOIDED!

Birmingham Univ. 2nd X1 5,
Aston 1st X1 1.

HE only good thing about this
match was that Birmingham
made sure of their place in the
W.L.V.A.B. oqguarter-finals, In ex-
tremely cold conditions in the
arctic wastes of Erdington, Bir-
mingham scored five goals against
a very scrappy Aston team who de-
cided the only way to beat a more
skilful Birmingham team was fo
hack them down.
This was an

ill-starred match

from the start due to a divergence |
of opinion regarding the eligibility |

of one of the Aston players. Ironic-
ally, this was the only Aston player
with any finesse.

In the first half Birmingham
swept into a two-goal lead with two
scrambled goals caused by the hesi-
tance of the Aston goalie from Jan
and Fran. Aston pulled one back
with a lucky but hard shot which
richoteted in off the post. Bir-
mingham increased their lead with
a good goal by Gill after a fine
movement by the three inside-for-
wards,

In the second half Birmingham
concentrated on avoiding injury, but
added twice more to their ore,
with PFran getting her hat-trick
from a somewhat mis-hit sh and
a reverse stick push,

Overall the Birmingham team,
which now seems settled, began to
combine well between defence and
attack, with Anne having a good
game at centre-half, and Chris, as
ever, covering well at right-back.
Once again, our goalkseper had
little to do and had to be kept
warm by our supporters.

Sportscene

I'U‘E recently been ‘hearing critic-
isms of the performances of
some of the University spaorts,
teams, Coming in for a particularly
large share of ‘stick” are the
“Rughy Club, The fact that they
have had such a lack of success im
the past few seasons is wvery dis-
turbing and raises several guestions
about their coaching methods and
approaches,

Despite their win in the U.A.U.
match last week, their early season
results have again been inconsist=
ent to say the least. It would seam
that they are failing to heed les-
sons of previous seasons. Is it
going to be a repeat of the sama
old story with reports coming in
next February of how the rughy
team are ‘at last fulfilling their

potential"—long after their dis-
missal ‘from the U.A.U, competi-
tion?

What are the reasons for their
dismal lack of suecess? Is it their
coaching or training? Is it lack: of
enthusiasm or poor administration?
Why do so many good players pre-
fer to play for faculty teams or
local club sides rather than the
University teams? Are they deter-
mined to maintain their reputation
as the “King Drinkers"” of the Uni-
versity, even 1f this is at ‘the ex-
pense of their performances on the
fleld?

Perhaps they should take a fes
lessons from the more Succes
clubs in A.U. The Soccer (Club have
benefited by ‘the tremendous en-
thusiasm  generated by  Mike
Speake, This year's side is reckoned
to ‘be “less naturally talented than
the sides of the previous few sea-
sons, but they are making :up for
this by extra enthusiasm and fight

Three years ago the cross country
team were completely unknown, but

by Andy Holden

now they have the most talented
college team in the country. This
has been achieved not by im t
ing ready-made talent, but ‘ba
enthiusiasm and hard work w
has ‘turmed ordinary club rur
into top-class athletes.

Whatever the reasons for the
Rugby Club's lack of success,
fact remains that there are 1
people on the campus impatie
awaiting the day when they
gress beyond the Midland ‘Gr
of the UAU, competition, Perh
it isn't too late for them to recove
sufficiently for it

§ would like to thank that well-
known, supercharged second-row
forward (his own words), Keith
“Blower' Sumner, for his letter.
(It is always pleasant to receive
correspondence from  wellsknown
people). Mr. Sumner (or dare |
refer to him as Keith?) wished to
point out that the Medics I¥s have
not really undergone a revival, but
have, in fact, won matches pre-
viously.

He feels that they are, in fact
going from strength to strength—
helped by one or two Welsh
accents which apparently add a
nice roll to the swearing, Unfortu-
nately, since the Lucas victory they
have suffared a setback when they
were dismembered by a team called
Barclays Butts, who had a pack

resembling a Panzer Division, How-
ever, they look forward to the re-
turn of Adrian Duck-Pea, who wi'l
no doubt, strensthen their thres-
their

quarter line. (If not relieve
transport problems).

Lake Hall playboy
has recently
ground. After
proaches to Prin
his letters were answered),
now rumoured o be assoc
with our B.U.SF. long jump
pion. Sample of a recent converss
tion went like this:

M.J.: Are you really B.UST. long
jump champion?

Jane Reynolds (superiorly}: Yes,
of course.

M.1.: How far do you jump?

JR. (triumphantly): That
pends on how far my consci
will permit me.

Over to you, Mike.
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DAY BY DAY

Wednesday, Nov. 10th

Hairy Hound Folk Club—King's Heath, 8 p.m.
Al Stewart—Plus Tir Na Nog, Mason Hall.
Jazz—Eddie Matthews' Fusion, Junction Inn, Harbourne.

Thursday, Nov. 11th

G.B.5.0.—Town Hall. Pieces from Beethoven, Falla and
Ginestera, 7.30 p.m., 30p.

Artesian Hall Stompers—The Drovers Arms, Digbeth.

Film Soc—"Hunger”, Haworth Lecture Theatre, 7 p.m., 15p.

Friday, Nov. 12th

“Twelve Angry Men"—With Henry Fonda. Midlands Film
Theatre, 10.30 p.m., 30p.

Family—Town Hall, 730 p.m. Tickets from 50p.
Medicine Head—Aston University.
B.U.G.S. Beat Ball—Union.

Saturday, Nov. 13th

Voices and Instruments 111—St. Paul's Church, Ludgate
Hill, 7.30 p.m., 25p.

Disco—Union, 8§ p.m., 15p.

Sunday, Nov. 14th

Mark-Almond—Henry's Blues House, Hill Street.
Moody Blues—Cdeon New Street. Tickets sold out.
Sunday Flic—"Psycho”. Deb Hall, 7 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 15th

Orchestra Da Camera—Aston University, 7.30 p.m.
Scaffold—Preseating P.C. Plod. Union.
Humphrey Littleton—Royal Navy Club, Coventry.

Film Soc—"Quatre Cents Coup”, Haworth Lecture Theatre,
7 p.m., 15p.

Tuesday, Nov. 16th

Scaffold—With P.C. Pold once again.

C.B.S5.0.—Town Hall. Pieces from Haydn, 7.30 p.m. Tickets
from 35p.

Al Stewart appears with Tir Na Nog on Wednesday at

Mason Hall.

GINEMA
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Futurist—"H.O. Criminal Face” and “The Beast in the
Cellar’. L.C.P. 655 p.m.
Next week : “Naughty”.

Jacey—"As The Naked Wind From The Sea” and “Angel
Baby, L.€E 710 m.
Next week: “Secret Africa” and “Take A Girl Like
You”.

Odeon Ringway—'"Separate Performances.”
Next week : “Julius Caesar.”

Odeon New Street—'The Hunting Party” and “I Start
Counting”. L.C.P. 640 pm.
Next week : “From Russia With Love” and “Hang 'Em
High™,

Cinephone—Retained for second week : “Diary Of A Half-
Virgin" and “Sex And The Vampire”. L.CP. 655 pm.

ABC Cinerama—"The Devils”. L.C.P. 7.15 p.m.

ABC New Street—Retained for second week : ‘Little Big
Man". L.CP. 7.35 pm.

Gaumont—"The Sound Of Musie”. L.CP. 7.15 p.m.

ABC Selly 0ak—"2001, A Space Odyssey” and “Mouse Into
Space”. L.C.P, 7.35 p.m.

Arts Lab—"Bed And Board." Thursday, November 11th to
Tuesday, November 16th, 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.
Fellini's “84," 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 3.30 Sunday.

THEATRE

Midlands Arts Gentre—From Thursday, 11th ; “The Miser”,
by Moliere.

Beigrade Theatre, Coventry—'St. Joan.” November
9th-20th.

Birmingham Repertory Theatre— Roll Me Owver’, from
November 10th. Weekdays 7.30 p.m., Saturday 5 p.m.
and 8.30 p.m.

Royal Shakespeare Theatre—"Othello”, November 10th,
1.30 p.m.

“Richard II", November 10th, 7.30 p.m.

“Twelfth Night", November 11th, 1.30 p.m.; November
13th, 1.30p.m.; November 16th, 7.30 p.m.

“Much Ade About Nothing”. November 11th, 7.30 p.m.;
November 12th, 7.30 p.m.

“The Duchess of Malfi”. Nevember 13th, 7.30 p.m.
“The Merchant Of Venice”. November 15th, 7.30 p.m,

GALLERY

Compendium—November 9th-27th—3D Gallery: Peter
Inchhbald, Sculpture. 2
Central Gallery : Tim Ward, Paintings.

Upper Gallery : Grace McDonald, Paintings.

Ikon—Until November 13th: Pre-diploma students of local
colleges exhibit paintings, prints, ete.

Gannon Hill—Photographic Exhibition until November
28th.

2001 : a Space Oddity” returns to Birmingham, at

ABC, Selly Oak.
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