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LEFTWARD

MOVE AT N.U.S.
ONFERENCE

WO years ago a minor revolution took place within the N.U.S., which received not an
insignificant amount of publicity, when Trevor Fisk's Executive was replaced by the
leftish group of Jack Straw’s supporters. The 1971 Conference at Lancaster University,
which was held during the Easter vacation, saw another leftward transition : this time with
political power changing ha nds from what might loosely be termed the “Left” to the

“Militant Left.”

Last Decemnber a meeting took place in London attended by
members of a group of about 50 student leaders, where contingency
plans were formulated which were later to come to fruition in the
election of Dighy Jacks and ten other representatives of this group,

to the 15-strong N.U.S, Executive.

The Monday Club see these election results as yet another retro-
gressive step in student politics, but an objective report on this
conference must see it as something different, without necessarily
going to the other extreme of hailing it as the dawn of a new age.
Critics would maintain that an objective report would only be left-
bhiased. because the delegates were motivated in that direction with-
out being representative of the views of “their own students”; or
because delegates not having left political affiliation were shouted

down—as they undoubtedly were.

Jack Straw's operiing remarks aft
the conference took the form of an
attack on the Monday Club, which
he described as "a small, tightly-
knit group of politically-motivated
jackasses, whose cavortings cal
pause shame even to their col-
leagues in the Tory Partw”

He went on to reject &s “a big
lie" their accusation that N.US. is
no longer concerned with educa-
tional matters, having subordinated
these to other issues such as South
Africa, industrial relations or immi-
graution. In refuting this slander
Mr. Straw gave many examples of
the work N.US. is doing in the
educational field.

Perhaps this is one of the junc-
tures at which Straw’s “Left” and
Jaelke's “Militant Left” part company,
because an important aspect of the
wages-grants campaign discussion
centred around a paper presented
by Ray Philips (President of Bir-
mingham 1968-60) went a step fur-
there than Straw in that it made
no apology for including what could

garded as non-educational
ns in the demand for a
student wage.

The conference considered that
t grants should be replaced

by student wages, with the Execu-
tive making moves to lobby the
Government to get the statutory
grant replaced by a uniform mini-
mum wage and to organise a wide-
spread campaign to explain the
reasons to the public. These rea-
sons are best seen in the form they
took in Mr. Philips's discussion
paper:—

UNDERLYING THEME

“The basic underlying theme ol
this new approach is that know:
ledge is to be valued not so mucli
tor its own sake as for the potential
good/evil that it can bestow on
mankind. Expressing this idea in
a slightly more familiar way, weé
may assert that no discipline ean be
adequately appreciated or usefully
studied unless placed In the con-
text of its moral and social impli
cations. . . . In the case of Student
/Community Action we are bound
to recognise that there is almost
limitless scope for project work of
value, not only to the student buk
also the local enwironment.'

The conference declared that
“Without a fair system of student
finance from the school-leaving age,
the expansion of higher education
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served only to increase the oppor-
tunities for the middle-elass child
at the expense of children from
working-class environments,”

On a lighter note, a delegate from
London University, speaking with a
distinetly Irish aceent, said that be-
fore going to wuniversity he had

By a
“Redbrick’” Reporter

worked for five years as a labourer
on a building site, and was opposed
to the idea of a student wage in
that it effectively brought students
down to the level of workers, where-
as he felt strongly that the defeat
of capitalist lay in bringing the
level of workers up to that of stu-
dents. He enquired as to whether
failure to pass exams would carry
with it the right to redundancy
pay!

The institution of a student-wage
campaign follows closely on the
heels of one for an increase in stu-
dent grants. The conference=was
under no illusions about the degree
of failure dssociated with this cam-
paign. A meeting held at this Uni-
versity to discuse the campaign,
was attended by fewer than a dozen
people, and from conversations at
Lancaster it would appear that this
response was typical of that
throughout the rest of the country.

Unless mass student invelvement
can be achieved during the session
1971-72, 4 call for an attack-on the
binary system of higher education
(technical colleges having an in-
ferior status to universities) led by
Roger Howarth (President of Aston)
and Anne Naylor (President-elect
of Brimingham) seems unlikely to
be successful. The proposal ac-
cepted by Lhe conference-called for
demonstration; sleep-ing to inte-
grate halls of residence; joint at-
tendance of lectures and a national
petition.

A pilot protest is to be run in
three areas before the national
demonstrations take place. It seems
likely that Birmingham will include
one of these areas.

The problems of finding accommo-
dation for students were encoun-
tered by the Lodgings Warden at
this University at the beginning of
last session, but from the discussion
it became clear that the problem
was far more acute in certain areas,
notably Swansea,

Last September, two weeks before
the autumn term began, the Univer-
sity still had no accommodation for
300 of its new students. There fol-
lowed an urgent appeal from the
Accommodation Officer, which re-
sulted in just sufficient places being
found to house all the students—at
least on a temporary basis.

However, such temporary accom-
modation has been found to suffer
disadvantages. Bix girls in a

Digby Jacks speaking at

cramped flat, who paid £2.70 each,
were given four days' notice. When
they requested tenants' rights to at
least seven days" notice, the land-
lady moved the mnew tenants
(10 working men) into the house
to force the girls out. The girls
spent the last weeks of term in a
bed-and-breakfast house, which they
had to Ieave by 9 am. and not
return before 9 p.m.

Conference considered that the
housing shortage was In no way
a problem peculiar to students.

“Student accommodation problems
are part. of the national housing
problem which should be treated
as a national emergency. The ulti-
mate solution lies in the nationali-
sation of land and the building
industry.”

The issues so far described have
an unquestionable relevance to both
students and ,education. Despite
contentions that the N.U.S. should
confine itself to educational diseus-
sions, & change in its constitution
two years ago, permits the confer-
ence to discuss yvirtually any matter
it wishes. It chose to discuss both
the Industrial Relations and the
Immigration Bills.

INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS

“The N.U.S. Executive is instruc-
ted to give the full support of the
combined student body to the
efforts of the working class, to
maintain their rights threatened
by the Industrial Relations Bill."

The conferenee ealled for support
to be given fo all groups working
in opposition to the Bill; such sup-
port to take the form of participa-
tion in loeal and national action,
and the offering of union facilities
to protest groups.

No similar ‘action was called for
with regard to immigration, protest
being limited to a condemnation of
the Bill, and those supporting vol-
untary or involuntary repratiation.

Last year at Birmingham during
the occupation of the Administra-
tion buildings in protest against the
University's involvement in the Uni-
versity College of Rhodseia, no
action was taken against indivi-
duals.

The following incident took place
at Margaret DMeMillan College of
BEducation and came to light at the
conference when a student repre-
sentative from that College spoke at
the final session.

For a number of years students
have pressed for the removal of the
terms of occupancy concerned with
prohibited hours for wvisitors to the
Halls of Residence. This request
has always been refused.

In 3 report to the Governing Body
meeting, the Principal said:—

“. . . any visitors during prohi-

bited hours are trespassers and that
if students wish to pursue a way of

the N.U.S. conference.
[osesge oo

life that does not conform to my
terms, they should become day stu-
dents."”

Evidence was apparently laid with
the Principal to the effect that a
student had had & man in residence
in her room over a period of time
and that the use of drugs may have
been connected with this matter.

As a result of this allegation, the
Hall was searched by the Principai
at 430 am. with the assistance of
the police.

In the event a number of students
were found to have men in their
rooms and subsequently disciplinary
action was taken against them.

Digby Jacks takes over from Jack
Straw. How well has Straw sue-
ceeded as President of N.U.S. and
what can be expected of Jacks?

It is an undeniable fact that Left-
wing politicians seem much more
prone to in-fighting than do their
counterparts on the Right, and on
a number of occasions during his
term of office, Mr, Straw has shown
something approaching brilliance in
his handling of difficult situations.

During the 1970 Bradford confer-
ence Straw was faced with a mino
rebellion from smaller colleges com:
plaining that they were getting poot
treatment as members of N.U.S. An
articulate Welshman speaking for
these.colleges, threatened to wreck
the proceedings. through his abilify
to produce a very emotive atmos
phere,. When his third reguest for
an extension. to. his-speaking time
was greeted with a thunderous ‘Aye’
from the assembly, Mr. Straw infer=
vened and with five minutes of
rational speech soothed the troubled
waters.

DRUGGED STUDENT

At Lancaster, the Presiden!
showed a similar ability, when @
student, evidently suffering from the
effects of drugs, went on to the
platform and occupied his seat. Dev
spite offers of help from some del
gates, Straw refused to allow th¥
man to be forcibly removed, waiting
instead until he left voluntarily.

These examples present Jack
Straw’s public ability to handle #
crisis, and it is understood that b®
is no less capable at Executive meek
ings. The author inguired of Dightt
Jacks whether he would he able
contend with ideological difference®
of opindon between himself and the
members of his Executive. He &
mitted that this could present
serious problems but added g.mat_hﬂ'
hoped and believed that such diff-
culties would not result in the rest
of the Executive taking up “an ante
Jacks position.”

Mr. Straw, a member of the L&
bour Party, leaves N.U.S. to contest
a seat on the Greater London
Council. It is an open question &
to what Mr. Jacks, a member of the
Communist Party, will be contestind
when he leaves N.U.S.
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FEMALE PRESIDENT-
NO DIFFICULTIES

ANNE NAYLOR, Guild President-elect for 1971-72 is confident that her victory last term was in no
way a reflection of women’s liberation activities, and she feels that had she stood on a women’s
lib ticket she would have lost the election. Anne speculates that no difficulties will arise from the
fact that she is Birmingham’s first female President, except that people may tend to credit her
mistakes to the fact that she is a woman, She stresses that if the University authorities think that
she is a weak little girl they're going to get a surprise.

Anne and Paul Dodgson, Vice-
President Elect, have not as yet
worked out their specific roles in
relation to one another. Originally
the Vice-President's role was en-
visaged as the Chalrman of the Ex-
ternal Affairs Committee but Anne
says she 18 externally crientated
nerself and does not think that this
alone should be the Vice-President's
primary role. She feels that the
Vice-President should take the werk
load off the President as this was
the main reason for the Vice-Presi-
dential sabbatical year.

“We shall probably work together
at first as far as Department Com-
mittees are concerned and FPaul will
work out his more specifice role—
from there. He may take an inter-
est in Community Action and other
projects like this, for which my time
is limited.”

Anne's first priorities on coming
to office are to work towards greater
involvement at all levels in the Uni-
versity by setting up Guild Commis-
sion on the structure and funetion-
ing of the Guild.

“This Commission would not only
include members of the Guild Con-

stitution Committee but would also,
I hope, include all special interest
groups on the campus, such as Ath-
letic Uniom, the Halls and even
Women's Lib."”

Anne believes that the Birming-
ham students are more apathetic
this year than in the previous two
YEArs.

“T don't know why. It may be
because the students tend to asso-
clate with other interest groups
apart from the Guild, which is pri-
marily departmentally orientated
and hence does not reflect these in-
terests. I think Guild ought to be
made more relevant to the students.
I don’t believe that the apathy is
widepread; it may just be a back-
lash on the activities of the last
two years."”

Anne has no particular plans for
bettering the lot of the female stu-
dent as she feels that there are
many others who are more op-
pressed, and more important. “I
agree with a lot of Women's Lib
but I should like to think I will be
trying to benefit everyone.”

She agrees with direct action as
an ultimate weapon with two reser-
vations. “Firstly it is liable to give
students as a whole a bad reputa-

tion and secondly if it is used too
often it becomes ineffective. Butb
some properly-used non-violent direct
action is & useful weapon.”

Anne feels that the Guild does
not make enough effort to publicise
its proceedings and said she was
impressed by a publication of a few
years ago called “Hot Air", which
gave a cynical but factual account
of Guild affairs.

“I think that Guild Hansard and
Information sheets are acceptable
but perhaps too formal. Something
more on an ad hoc basis which
reached all parts of the campus
would be better. ‘Hot Air' was suc-
cessful because it was atfractive
and unusual.

As regards to interest outside the
Presidency, Anne said that she had
outside interests but they were all
mainly connected with her work as
President. Next year Anne will re-
turn to her medical studies. “I
don't particularly want to get
caught up in the Hospital rat-race
or become a G.P. I think commu-
nity medical work experiencing
medical problems at their root
causes would be the most rewarding
career.”

Evacuees from the

'T-HE Biology building was eva-
 cuated on Monday last week
qulowing a 'phone call to the
Vice-Chancellor telling him that
a bomb had been planted there.
The ’phone call was timed at
1115 am. However, it was not

—

Biology bomb scare

Biology building waiting to be allowed back in.

until 11.25 am. that fire alarms
in the building were sounded,

A search was made by the
police, University security
guards and members of the en-
gineering staff, while firemen

stood by. No bomb was found
and at 1240 p.m. staff and stu-
dents were allowed back into
the building with instruections
to carry out detailed search of
their work areas. This, too,
brought no result.

Anne MNaylor—next year's President.

GRANTS UP

HE announcement last Friday that the Government are to
increase the level of student awards by £76 million over the
next three years may easily have led you into believing that you
would be getting at least an extra £70 with your grant next year.

This may not be the case.

The announcement came at the
second stage in negotiations for in-
creased. grants; the discussions be-
tween the Department of Educa-
tion and Science and the local edu-
cation committees to decide how
much money was available for the
increase. The first stage involved a
joint working party of members of
DES. and N.U.S. to decide the
amount necessary to restore the
maintenance grant to its original
level, taking inte account the rise
in cost of living, etc. The amount
announced as available falls short

Conversion

URING the Easter vacation, the

games room has been re-
decorated, refurnished and a colour
television receiver installed. These
alterations have been carried out
with a view (o the games room
being used as an overflow to the
Coffee Room at peak perieds, and
to provide an additional television
viewing facility, until such time as
the major scheme of converting
Founder's Room and HReading
Room has been carried out.

It is intended that Founder's
Room and the existing Reading
Room should be converted into one
large room providing a full snack
and bar service. After completion of
this work (it is hoped during the
Long Vacation), the Games Room
will be used solely as a television
room, and will be refurnished
accordingly. It should be mentioned
that the expense of this work will
be borne by the U.G.C. for all fur-
nishings and by the University
authorities for structural alterations
—the Guild will only pay for re-
decoration.

The drinks machines. tegether
with two cigarette machines, will
remain in the Games Room.

FOR BEER, CIDER,

EDGBASTON

CALL AT

TEMPLEFIELD SQUARE, WHEELEYS ROAD,

512 BRISTOL ROAD, BOURNBROOK
775 BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK
(Next to Oak Cinema)

WINES & SPIRITS

440 2291
SEL 0195
BEL 0173

Substantial Discount in Men’s Wear

Austin Feffs

586 BRISTOL ROAD,
(2 doors from Woolworths)

BOURNBROOK

of the amount proposed by t
working party by £35m.

- Obviously not all the proposals
put forward can be implemented.
These include the ending of discre-
tionary awards for students taking
H.N.D. or other recognised gualifi-
cations (ie., such students should
automaticelly be awarded & grant
instead of the decision being left to
individual local education authori-
ties) and the abolition of parental
contributions. It may well be that
some sort of compromise will have
to be reached, especially with re-
gard to abolition of parental cen-

tribution.

The allocation of the £76 m. over
the three-year period will be decided
during meetings this week between
Mrs. Thatcher, the Committee of
Vice-Chancellors and Principals and
the N.U.S.

Motor Insurance
designed and
marketed solely
and specifically
for
Students
and
Graduates

Negotiated by N.U.S. with
leading insurers to include
all major benefits at low
cost with Unlimited Pas-
senger Liability Cover.

The obwvious choice for the
Academic motorist.

Full details from Endsleigh
Insurance (Brokers) Ltd.,
Students’ Union, Birming-
ham University, University
Road, Edgbaston, Birming-
ham 15. Tel. 021-472 6368.
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Travel ... Travel ... Travel ... Travel ... Travel ... Tray

V.S.0.

a need for
volunteers

URING the winter months a handful of V.S.0. staff members have toured countries

overseas visiting volunteers and looking for volunteer assignments for the following

year. Their visits included India, Ceylon, Thailand, Laos, Colombia, Malawi, Zambia and
Uganda. What follows is a brief resumé of some of their impressions.

Policy is essentially fluid and in-
Lwerently full of dilemmas and ap-
parent contradictions. Nevertheless,
there are two basic aims which re-
main absolute: the first is to give
practical help to developing coun-
tries, and the second, to increase
uvaderstanding between young men
and women of this country and of
the developing nations. These are

the two pegs upon which V.5.0. has
to hang each project and are the
criteria which on tour one forgets
at one's peril.

On tour one may set off with a
jaundiced eye and sceptical mind;
for instance: “I had gathered that
the projects in Colombia were
window-dressing in a country where
funds were abundant.” In the final

Student Flights

]
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JOBS GALORE!

More requests than ever before
from developing countries

for volunteers

with your qualifications

It's not too late to apply
to go overseas next September

VOLUNTARY SERVICE OVERSEAS
14 Bishop's Bridge Road, London, W.2.

report these projects were seen to
be not only viable in their own
right but also as stepping-stones to
a more practical involvement in the
development of the country—to
openings in social work in the
cities’ barrios and medical work in
the rural areas.

Each country views its volunteers
in a special way: “Colombians do
not fear those who bring gifts, nor
respect them either.” Or: “There is
no doubt at all that the British
volunteers have a special place in
the hearts of Indians, who talk of
the V.5.0.5 with parental pride."

These divergent views must be
respected; we can only do what we
are asked to do, and sometimes not
even that for lack of volunteers
with the right gqualifications.

Each volunteer and each project
has to be seen against the physical,
political and economic background.
A patchwork of impressions some-
times emerges; of beautiful people
in beautiful countries. But to read
that “Thais are genfle, friendly,
warm people, hospitable and kind,
loving children, and music and
flowers,” may make one forget that
in Thailand a volunteer needs to be
able to adapt to the intractable
paradox of “a hostility towards
Western ideas and the fact that a
farang (foreign) teacher is a source
of enormous prestige.”

And the impressions of a velun-
teer are “that the national culture
promotes & way of life that blends
imperceptibly into the horizon; a
curious anonimity, a ‘replaceable
on request’ nothingness, where all
that one does as a volunteer is
accepted with most gracious smiles,

15 DAYS ALL

sy et £04 N
MOROCCO

SUN DANCE VILLAGE

35b BEAUFORT GARDENS,
LONDON, 5.W.3. 01-589-8637.

Please send me a Free Brochure,
Namea

Address

and promptly lost in a great open
bowl of non-resistance.”

In another country the first im-
pression of “The descent to the air-
port over a lagoon surrounded by
palm-fringed, sandy beaches is but a
foretaste of the further delights of
Ceylon, and one feels that everyone
should be on a perpetual holiday to
savour it all to the full, and on the
surface the Ceylonese themselves
do not apper to have an air of in-
souciance and gaiety.

However, a visitor does not take
long to realise that beneath this
carefree atmosphere the island is
divided by both political and racial
tensions. But on a personal level
the situation. for volunteers is a
very encouraging one, providing they
keep out of any political involve-
ment."”

In Ceylon the role of the volunteer
is still one of meeting the real
shortage of middle-range manpower,
and the government still sees them
foremost as technical aid.

Again in Malawi this personal
satisfaction of the volunteer is em-
phasised. “The atmosphere of Cal-
vinist restraint does not seem to
affect the morale of volunteers sig-
nificantly. And they are working in
a country where the average income
per capita is one of the lowest in
Africa, and where the need for ex-
ternal assistance is an obvious one."”

Where racial tensions and  civil
war have wrecked a -country's
economy, the need for volinteer help
in schools, hospitals, and commu-
nity development projects is obvious.
In the Eastern States of Nigeria,
“the effects of the war are most
clearly seen from the state of the
roads and the buildings. Few build-
ings on the road from Onitsha to
Enugu are free of a disfiguring rash
of bullet and shell holes, some are
completely gutted and stand gaunt
and deserted. )

% ECONOMIC FLIGHT
INDIA U.S.A. : CANADA
E. AFRICA ; FAR EAST
187 TUFNELL PARK ROAD
LONDON, N.7.
Tel. 01-607 5639.

To BEIRUT £36.25

SPECIAL STUDENT FARES
(June 1st - October 15th)

Daily by MEA Cedarjet
from LONDON
CAIRO £36.25

NUS TRAVEL SERVICE

or YOUR LOCAL STUDENT TRAVEL OFFICE
or MEA, 80 Piccadilly, London, W.1,

BAGHDAD £42.50

“Schools in particular have been
badly hit, because they were ideal
billets for soldiers and accordingly

attracted mortar and small-arms
fire from the other side.”

Fifty V.5.0.5 have been requested
for the Eastern States and in situa-
tions like this it is difficult for the
touring officer to resist the tempta-
tion to promise them. But many
things have to be considered—the
suitability of living conditions, the
supervision of volunteers, and above
all—V.5.0.'s ability to supply them

Despite newspaper reports which
imply that Uganda is scarcely a safe
place to be at this time, following
the recent military coup, the volun-
teers have been left in peace to go
about their work. It is not for poli
tical reasons that we cannot hope to
send more than 20 to 30 extrs
teachers to Uganda when the Goy-
ernment has asked for 100—but
simply because V.5.0. has not
enough to send.

On tour we must constanly re
member the V.5.0. supply and de
mand curve—and particularly the
supply bit. At this time of the year
we are painfully conscious that we
don’t have enough volunteers to go
round.

Obviously, volunteers have to &
what they are best trained to @
No one can go leaping off info the
bush brandishing an  Honour
degree in Economics and Sociology
and hope to conquer poverty, suffer-
ing and disease in single combat,

V.5.0. could post as many doctors
and nurses as it can recruit. Englt
neers are usually able to get prac-
tical experience overseas with V.5.0.
though they have had little pre
viously, and they are badly needed
in Ceylon, Malawi, Tanzania, and
the Caribbean.

‘There is a permanent and increas
ing need for teachers in Africa
particularly Nigeria, Uganda, Zam
bia and Malawi.

L

Although a clear pattern emerg®
from this year's tour reports, i
most countries want teachers
Maths, Science, English and 7o
tional subjects, there is still some
demand for Arts graduates.

Linguists can teach English 85 &
foreign language in North Africh
Rwanda, Laos, Thailand, Indonesit
and Colombia. Trained teachers 8t
wanted everywhere.

Above all, host countries Dwﬂ-SEl!sl
hope for volunteers who will {c_cl
committed to their work and Wil
make as professional a contl’ibu_t'lm;
as possible. Tt is sad that, bedeville
by the postal strike, V.8.0. 15 ﬁ_“dmg
it difficult this year to recruib th
additional volunteers for which the
countries overseas’ are asking nl:w
whose services they would value
much.

G.T.V.

win—no

prize

LITTLE-ENOWN fact — the
\ National Student Television
association conference took place
here during the vacation. Repre-
centatives from six student televi-
sion organisations gathered in Coun-
sil Chamber to discuss the same
topics as last year, totally reorgan-
ising the association.

pseful discussion was, however,
Jargely obstructed by petty rivalries
between the organisations (our
videotape machine is bigger than
your Videotape machine) and no-
i:od_v ever thought of asking any
jmportant questions like “What's
the use of student television beyond
providing students with the joys of
playing with Videotape machines?”

The rivalries came to a head with
the competition, which was won by
GTV with a hastily put-together but
well-presented programme of little
consequence. ‘The programme was
praised by the competition judge,
Francis Essex, ATV's Head of Light
Entertainment, but ATV itself had
previpusly refused to put up any
prize money. ‘This fact was inad-
vertently overlooked by the company
when David. Stafford, the pro-
gramme's director, and Peter Dono-
van, one of its scriptwriters, were
interviewed about their success on
“ATV Today."”

The prize-winning programme can
be seen today in Concourse at 5.15
b1

PETER DONOVAN
DAVID STAFFORD
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Kids are Real

; “VOU’R_E taught at schaol to be able to meet the demand of this society.” You’re not meant to
be interested in too much change.”

My main memory of attempts to seize pupil power in school is of frustration; something was very
wrong but not knowing enough to dodge the teacher’s smiles and the meaningless confessions they

made to democracy.

It's' not surprising that the
“Little Red School Book" is under
fire from everyone in shooting
range. There are enough university
students foo, who are uninformed
schoolkids at heart to show how well
the conditioning has worked.

And the repefition of bungling at-
tempts at representation and par-
ticipation in the Universities shows
an equally hopeless task as an ant
trying to stab an elephant in the
big toe. It's the schools, where
you're taught that youre too small
to win, rather than that you're
strong enough to lose, that breed
uncomplaining factory fodder.

The “Little Red School Book” is
never extreme in its views. It's
mainly a preliminary information
pool; it addresses education systems
and ways of feaching them in an
orthodox way; sources of informa-
tion and aid. There is no evaluation
or asking of facts, and so little
dramatisation that it reads almost
like a soul-less textbook; but not
quite.

The sections on drugs and sex will
probably take the most attacks. The
larger part of the drugs section is
concerned with tobacco and alcohol,
their physical effects and the finan-
cial reasons why the Government is
unlikely to deal with the problems
they cause.

The case for cannabis is accurate
and unbiased, although mnext to
those against tobacco and alechol,
it is fairly obvious which way the
hash crumbles.

John Bloomfeld with two of his costumes, on show at the
City Art Gallery,

Lawyer's costumes

A T about this time eight years
 ago, one law student decided
1o pull out of his course at Birming-
ham_ =1 packed in five weeks before

ear-old John Bloomfield
ful costume designer, his
_au:hicvemozn. for which he
lhe Pye Award, being all the
es for the B.B.C. serles “The
X Wives of Henry VIIL"
:_rlffﬁq-w1i:J'Lcd his career by designing
n:_- and u:!.*.tumc.a- for the Birming-
m--'-;!:u r.";t‘.}t‘."illt"\' Theatre and “things
R LI-:-:r-(l .lrnm there, Q]:ickl_v.“
: HC T _] a5 .a contract with the
n‘.n:ih'm\,- I-h is lu:?ncd on doing so
HEU yeer. He is currently work-
o & six-part serial, set in
e, called “Casanova.”
. I_i‘]:’ilﬁi does some freclance work,
“'& Tecently finished the cos-

times for & = .
tion ~ OF @ Sadlers Wells produc-

John  Bloomfield had 12 people
working with him on “Henry VIIIL,"®
making 300 costumes in six months.
On a budget of £12,500 there had to
be a lot of improvisation - but he
professed it to be “moreinteresting
that way.” MNone of the material
was woven and all the patterns
were made by dying and bleaching.
All the elaborate jewels and pen-
dants were made from buttons,
chicken-wire and papier machs,

Thirty of the costumes were pre-
viously on display at the Victoria
and Albert, where there were about
200,000 visitors in 10 weeks. Now
they are heing exhibited at the
Museum and Art Gallery in Bir-
mingham.

John Bloomfield's attitude: “Very
surprised al all this reaction to the
costumes, I never expected it to go
this far.'”

There are essential warnings
agdinst hard drugs, and a plea for
hash legalisation on the grounds
that the official dealer is not likely
Lo try pushing hercin with the hash.

After Martin Cole's problems,
Birmingham 1is unlikely to welcome
the section on sex:

“People go to bed with one an-
other for many reasons.

A “They are close friends and en-
Joy talking to one another—with
their bodies as well.

“They do it because people need
sexual satisfaction, and masturba-
tion is no longer considered to be
enough.

“They may lack security and seek
it through sex.

“They may be under pressure to
do it because everybody else in their
group boasts about their ‘conquests.’

“They may use sex as a way of
exploring their own identities,

“They may have deep feelings for
each other and perhaps want to
have children.

"Sex may or may not involve
strong feelings. Strong feelings may
or may not involve sex.

“People who warn you against both

strong feelings and sex are as a rule
afraid of both., They haven't dared
to do very much themselves, so they
don’t know enough about it. Or their
own experiences of sex may have
been bad. Judge for yourselves
from your own experiences.”

We can expect the Archbishop of
Canterbury et al to be waving the
finger of damnation at these ex-
amples of personal freedom.

But although these two sections
are those specifically destroyed to
expose the half-truths of education
and the media, it is the main part
of the book, on the rights of school-
kids and the ways they can
achieve them, which will have the
most  devastating effect on the
safety of the head-teachers' rostrum.

The attacks on the “Little Red
School Book” are really aimed at
this liberating attitude; that kids
are real and when properly  in-
formed have as much power as their
masters. Change "kids"” for “people”
as the final paragraph spreads out
from the school-rooms into the
streets, :

“Work for change always starts
with you. The struggle is earried on
by many different people in many
different places. But it's the same
struggle,”

MAXINE LINELL

WALL EDITOR
RESIGNS

J OHN STOBART has resigned

as Editor of “Wall.” In his
letter of resignation to Rod
Playford he gave his reasons as
being on a matter of principle ;
namely the removal of articles
on “Wall,” by Guild Executive.

At the end of last term an article
about 'Rob Levi was removed after
it had been claimed that it was
libellous. Stobart has stated that
“Fress Council could have been
summoned, at which I could have
called at least five witnesses to re-

fute Mr. Levi's claim of untruth in
the article’

The article ‘in question was sub-
mitted to the Guild solicitor, who re-
plied that “I think the wording...
15 libellous on the face of it."

However, he added: “ , . . if this
is part of a private war it'is pos-
sible that the courts might take the
view that it was nierely a jest in
doubtful taste.”

Last night Guild Council elected
Brian Butler as the new editor of
“Wall." He was proposed by John
Stobart.

Applications for

University Nursery

! l_‘-}LE University runs a Day

Nursery for students' children
up to five years old. Twenty chil-
dren can be taken from 9 a.m, to
o p.m. and there are a few vacian-
cies  (part-time or full-time) for
next year, Admissions are governed
by priorities laid down by the
Health Service Committee. A pre-
liminary list of next vear's admis-
sions should be ready by May 3ist,
1971, but thisz is dependent on all
possible applications being received
before this date. These should he
sent to the Lodgings Warden and

Student Welfare Adviser, from

whom further details may be ob-
tained.

First priority is given to the
children of current students whose
courses would otherwise have to be
discontinued, Places are so short
that children of new students are
unlikely to be admitted—nor are
there likely to be any places for the
children of members of staff.

Parents with children at present
in the Nursery who wish to apply
for next year should notify the
Lodgings Warden and Student Wel-
fare Adviser as soon as possible.
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Barclays
Boycott
continues

])ESPITE the announcement

at the recent N.US. Lan-
caster conference that Barclaye
have withdrawn their financial
support from the Caborra Bassa
Dam project, the Union’s e
paign against the bank will not
be called oft. Meeting on Surn-

day, April 25th, the N.U.S.
Executive decided to continue
with the nation-wide student

boycott of Barclays.

Barclavs Bank D.C.0.s only ad-
mitted involvement in the Cabora
Bassa scheme was throuzh iis
Johannesburg branch, which gave
£1.2-million performance gu
to a South African sub-contr
to the ZAM.C.O. consortium. il
clays Bank C.0. restated its po
tion on this at its A.G.M. held on
January 14th this year when et
man Sir Frederick Seebohm
that one of the bank's customer
needed extra finance for its work =t
Cabora Bassa, and for other work,
during the next three yvears.

In an advertisement which
peared in the “Journal Portu
Economia e Financas,® Jar
16th-31st, 1971, Barel

g maintained

There was considerable confusion
with the announcement at the end
darch that the £1.2 million per-
nee suarantee had come to an
end in August 1970,

At the annual general m
s Bank on April
John Thomson, chairman o
clays. conceded under pressure
shareholders that Barclays D.C.C
was still involved in Cabora Bass:
No performance bonds w oui-
standing but a line of credit wos
still awvailable to a sub-contractor

“Another point to remem i
that the Kunen dam will soon be
under construction in Ang

when it ompleted it will have th
SHME S0 , economic and politi
Trepert ons throughout South

Africa,” commented
retary-elect Mike Terry,

N.US. Sec-

“So [t
D.CO. ¢
bohm
volven

he alleged, “Barclays
rman Sir Frederic
not denied the ba
in this new project.

A KIBBUTEL ...

What's it all about? Stay with us
for a month or more. Live with us
Work with us. Scheme fdr the young
18-35. Apply for details to Kibbutz
Representatives, 4/12 Regent St.,

Londgn, S.W.1. Tel. 01-930 5152, Ext.
332/338. Please enclose fair-sized
5.8.8.

CONTRACEPTIVES WITHOUT SIDE
EFFECTS. Do not play rouletie!
We offer specially shaped and lubricated
protectives al & discount rate of 12 for £1
or 48 for E3. [Each elecironically tested

la highest Amarican standards. A discreet
and prompl posi-free service from:
AMILY AIDS LTD.,
73 Monibelle Road, London 5.E.8.

491

JANATA

IS BEST WHERE EAST AND WEST MEET
WHY NOT TRY FOR ONGE JANATA FOOD ?
For delicious Anglo-Oriental dishes, special curries, good
and fresh food, and service.
That is all for your satisfaction and our speciality
Also provided : THREE-COURSE SPECIAL LUNCH
BRISTOL ROAD, SELLY OAK
(OFF BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY GATES)
OFEN: 12 noon to 1.30 a.m. Monday to Thursday.
12 noon to 4 a.m. Friday
1 pm, to 1.30 a.m. Sunday.

and Saturday.
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BACK in 1970, after the snow had
cleared away and whilst the
spring was settling in, groupslof
young revolutionaries were plotting
in the back streets of the City. One
such outfit, a team of left-wing poli-
ticos, were getting together on the
schools movement scene, and plan-
ning to form a union in their own
schools. By June, with the collapse
of BUSS — Birmingham Union of
Secondary Schools—imminent, their
rival, Birmingham Schools Action
Union, was beginning to thrive, with
a campaign on “banning the cane”
for good.

The Schools' Action Union is a
national organisation, with membership
open to everyone inside school—school
students, ancillary staff and teachers—its
basic aims being Equalily, Democracy
and Freedom. These stand not only for
its membership, which is organised
democratic centralist lines leading
n branch level within individual
schools, through . the Districts and
Regions, to the National Committee, but
also stand for the revolutionised system
which is intended to be set up within
schools eventually.

The members of the S.AU. realise
that they are not going to get Deme-
cratic Schools, with everyone in school
running the place, without a Demo-
cratic Society. The primary objective
of the union, around which its whole

ieology is centred, is to bring off mind-
revolutionised people willing and
understanding the need to overthrow
the present system, not only through
the eyes of their present sruggle, in
the education system, but also in later
working life, through the modern capi-
talist state,

In Birmingham, nothing concrete was set
out, other than publicity campaign through
leaflets, magazines, the Press, television, and
getting it to the people in school and on the
street, until September. By this time, the
group was large enough ("we never give
membership figures") to hold regular meet-
ings on Sundays each fortnight. By October,
they were being held every week in a com-
mittee room at the University of Birming-.
ham TUnion, the membership growing
steadily.

On October 5th, the organisation was ill-
prepared for the suspension of the self-styled
District Secretary from school by his head-
master, called Greemhalgh. Apparently, the
head-teacher had taken offence at his
number-one opposition leader being installed
as President on the "school council” by an
overwhelming majority vote of fifth and
sixth-vear students. He must have heard
of the plans to convene a special meeting of
the council, out of hearing of the teachers
who had been appointed by Greenhalgh,
along with himself, to *“look after" the
group: and of the intentions to publicly
denounce the “council” as a sham, it having
no powers other than suggestions to the
headmaster (assuming he had allowed any
individual points to be discussed in the first
place).

Little was done by the S.AU. at first,
other than work quietly as a pressure on
the Further Education Sub-Committee. After
a month of nothing, and a National S.A.U.
Conference later, the whole story of how the
member had been suspended for submitting
a critieal article of his school for publi n
to the S5.AU. national magazine “Van-
guard,” was released to the Press for mass
publication. (He did not even write the
article; it was got together by a couple of
other students at his school.)

Things moved fast, with the local Labour
Party M.P. jumping in for a slice of poli L
capital; and Margaret Thatcher was brought
in to it all when she gave out the prizes ab

local school. Eventually the suspended
member, who refused to apologise for an
article he never wrote, or give a written
undertaking promising to keep out of “dis
ruptive activity,” or get his hair cuf, was

put into a nearby College of Further Edu-
his

cation, where he has ended the rest of
educational days

All the publicity from the suspension
a boost to the Schools' Action Union,
r, but to the Birmingham group espe-
cially, A team of members attempted to
insurrect Turves Green School (where
pies of the S.AU. "Vanguard" magazine
have recently been stolen by the head-
mistress, Myfanwy Edwards, who has set up
her own anti-union in opposition to the
N.U.T.) but called the operation off when
confronted by an army of police officers.
At King Edwards’, Camp Hill, the ca

Schools’

Action

Union — the

first

year

taker, Jackson, viciously attacked an S.A.U.
member during a leafletting, but was put in
his place by two other members, and the
Press who also turned up.

At Dame Elizabeth Cadbury School, the
S.AU. and interested parents attempted to
set up a Parent-Teachers Association—to
discover that such a thing is just NOT
DONE without the sanction of the head.
A few months later, he set one up himself,
anyway!

At the end of the year, Birmingham
S AU. had brought off some very good
meetings, with lectures from speakers of the
Assoclation for the Advancement of State
Education, Rank-and-File Teachers, Inter-
National Socialism, Spartacus League and
Women's Liberation.

During the winter season-nf-no-activity, a
close-knit district group was set up to co-
ardinate action within the branches, and the
f editions of the Birmingham S.AU.
paper “Havoc" were brought out.

A march for comprehensive education was
planned, but called off on the day because,
(1) permission was refused by Birmingham
powers-that-be, and (Z) not enough people
turned up. Nevertheless, groups of members
converged on the Bull Ring, closely followed
by the police, and involved themselves on an
intensive magazine-selling and leafiet-distri-
bution campaign.

More recently, groups of members have
been invelved in “Vanguard” selling at
school gates, At a number of local
secondary schools, copies of B.AU., maga-
zines and other literature have been stolen
by head teachers, and at Kings Norton

Secondary, the headmistress announced at
morning assembly that “Vanguard” contains
“pornography” (a reference to contracep-
tion), threatening to call the police on the
return of the sellers,

Of course, the S.A.U, shall return to the
school, but on some occasions the police
have actually been called in time to “catch”
members selling papers, and, within the past
few weelks, copies of the “Little Red School-
book” now up for prosecution under the

Written for “Redbrick”
by a member of
Birmingham S.A..U.

“Obscene Publication Act,” after a few
thousand of the books have been siezed by
Special Branch (the pelitical wing of the
CLD.) which follows the activities of the
S.AU. very closely now.

At Blessed Humphrey Middlemore Com-
prehensive, a police officer arrived in his
“panda,” He apologetically explained that he
had te act upen a complaint he had
received that a group of “communists’ were
dighing out “pornographic literature”; at the
same time saying that 8.A.U, members were
quite within their law-abiding rights to do
so—but he wished that it wouldn't happen
in his division.

At Archbishop Masterston Boys', the head-
master became quite excited at the group
of “hippies” standing at the gates with his
lads. He actually drove out in his car and
chased them back into school!

Probably the worst case of “pigging” oc-
curred at Colmers Farm, Northfield, where
the school students were told to expect
groups of “sex and drugs" propagandists
who would be coming along with “lice and
nits" in their hair, to sell newspapers. Ap-
parently, this sort of advance warning has
been given at most schools in south-east and
gouth-west Birmingham, and the S.A.U. does
not refuse to investigate such a challenge.

Three members turned up at the gates as
the students were being “let free,” and
promptly began selling, After a few minutes,
out came Davis (the sehool’s chief member
of staff) and advised the “mere children"”
to “hoppit before the police come The
students, anxious not be taken as mindless-
fool sons and daughters of the working class,
stayed put. They wanted to know the truth
about the S.AU, Was it really out to de-
prave and corrupt them? wi.kre their teachers
telling them the truth?

After following the SAU. cadre group
down the street to a more convenient talk-
ing ground three times, the thronging
masses of students were soon confronted
by two walking weapons of bourgems sup-
pression—the police.

“Get into that bloody ear,” shouted P.c.
B192 to an S.A.U, member, where he
threatened to “get” him on any of six
charges, including the “Uniforms Act"—
everyone was wearing “fist" badges.

One 5.A.U. member went off to phone his
legal advisers. Seeing this, headmaster Ball
came up claiming that the same member
had thrown a large bag at his colleague. He
also stated the deliberate lie that 5.A.U. had
trespassed on school property.

Ball then attempted to take off with a
“Little Red Schoolbook.” When this was
pointed out to a constable by the S.AU., he
sheepishly offered to give it back if his
“nightmare” would go and leave him alone.

The S.A.U. member accused, after discus-
sing the events with groups of school stu-
dents further away, and also phoning the
Press, then returned to the scene of near-
battle; whereupon, the said constable hastily
retracted his threats to arrest him on sight.

Definitely the most incredible case of
police violence in Birmingham recently was
on March 27th, when a demonstration
against British imperialism in Ireland was
attacked by a large force of police officers
and Special Branch men. At this atreeity,
a six-year-old member of the Schools' Action
Union was carried off to Digbeth Police Sta-
tion, aleng with 12 adult demonstrators who
were charged, and have so far still not been
tried in court. The young school student
was kept by the police for over four hours
without food and drink, and despite re-
peated demands for his release by his
parents. friends and lawyer,

This is what we are up against. The
authorities, scared of a “pupil-power’ up-
rising, have found that lies and other word
fabrications are of no use in protecting their
society in which the “stupid workers” must
be kept in their place—trained for work and
subservience, and barred from the "“houses
of learning”—the universities and collegé
where the :ﬂanagcrs are trained to manage
even better.

The Schools' Action Union, the instrument
of everyone in school, the enemy of the s_ﬂlﬁ'
dietatorship of the head (and behind him:
the governors and education committees wha
are totally unrepresentative of the peopl®
at large and the people in the schools) !5
out to win a victory. A victory for the people
is the aim of the S.AU.: in the first 1
stance, a victory for the people in schools,
for their right to organise their own unions
and their own schools.

Associate membership open to university
students for £1 per year,

gt e

Where now for
Co-ordinators?

LAST Wednesday, 5th May, the Birmingham Education Committee met and considered

the case of Mrs. Jennifer Muscutt, suspended from her position as a teacher at Garrets
Green College of Further Education for having taken part, three years previously, in the
making of the sex education film, ‘Growing Up.' Outside the Education Offices in Margaret
Street a large body of people waited while the petition calling for her reinstatement was

handed in.

A victory for the forces of freedom and justice ? Perhaps, but
it remains to be seen whether Jenny Muscutt will be permitted to
return to Garrets Green, as she has asked, or whether she is to be
directed to some other college, at the “discretion” of the Education

Committee.

It also remains to be seen whether the coalition of

“left,” rewvolutionary and liberal groups which came together to
take action in her support, will hold together to pursue their
common interests now that the immediate issue has been resolved.

The four groups who initially co-operated in the organising of
the petition, march and teach-ins (N.U.S, Campaign for Academic

Freedom and Demopcracy,

Schools Action Union, and Women's

Liberation) have already been joined by other organisations who
were involved in the protest action. The march to the Education
Offices on Wednesday, May 5th, attracted a large number of people,

representing groups as wvaried

as the Socialist Revolutionary

Group and Aston University Conservative Association.

More people could have been in-
vyolved in the proceedings when the
march reached DMargaret Street,
where it attracted the interest of
people returning from their lunch-
hour or on the way to the shops.
Unfortunately, mo public address
equipment had been brought with
the march and it was decided that
it would be inadvisable to hold a
discussion of the ease there and
then. Consequently the teach-in at
Aston which followed the march
was well-attended, but not as well
as it might have been if held
earlier and did net invelve many
local people.

However, the meeting did include

représentatives of the teaching
unions, Birmingham college and
school students, and teachers, as

well as university students. The
discussion of further strategy to be
adopted in the case either of Jenny
Muscutt’s reinstatement or of her
dismissal resulted in the passing of
resolutions calling for the dismissal
of Alderman Dawes, the introduc-
tion of comprehensive -education
and the democratisation of schools.
The meeting was opposed to the
binary system of higher education
which discriminates against Local
Education Authority colleges, and
it was resolved to support anvone
who might be in danger of vic-
F-imisaticn as a result of their part
in the protests.

It was agreed that the ad-hoc
to-ordinating committee should be
‘egularised and extended, and the
first meeting was held the follow-
ng Friday (May Tth), At this
meeting proposals for pursuing a
bositive policy aimed at democratis-
Ing  Birmingham, and especially
Birmingham education, were dis-
fussed, The success of the cam-

‘-J“ﬁﬂ for the reinstatement of | bathroom, w.c., kitchen and study-
enny - Muscutt encourages hopes | bedrooms for three or four students.
—

that further positive campaigning
may bring equal success on issues
of even more far-reaching import-
ance, and it is obviously in the in-
terests of all anti-authoritarian
groups and individuals to partici-
pate in such action.

The Muscutt case has served to
iMustrate omce again how the
authoritarian structures of British
institutions (edicational, political,
industrial) operate to stifle the
individual’'s attempts to live as he
wants and to become the kind of
person he is capable of becoming
and wishes to be. The 11-plus exam
and its attendant system of stream-

The next day it was announced that Mrs. Muscutt was to be reinstated.

ing helps to prevent talent emerg-
ing in the wrong classes (somebody
hag to have second-class education
in order to provide the second-class
citizens necessary to our econompy),
The authoritarian scheol structure
makes it impossible for the schonl
student te take action on his own
behalf (and divides staff from
pupils in order to maintain the head
teacher's rule. The oppression of
women makes possible the con-
tinued exploitation of men (for
example, by providing a hidden re-
serve labour force) and perpetuates
the bourgeois family system on
which authoritarianism (and Capi-
tal) is based.

The next meeting of the commit-
tee will take place at Birmingham
" Btudents® Union, President's Office,
on Thursday, May 13th at 7.30 pan.,
and anybody interested in partici-
pating is invited to attend.

The film which caused the Bdu-
cation Committee's diScomfiture will
be shown in Deb. Hall this after-
noon. Omne thousand tweo hundred
students at Birmingham University
have already seen the film, and a
further 1,200 will be able to judge
it for themselves this afternoon,
and to diseuss it with ifs malker,
Dr. Martin Cole.

New Student flats

THE University of Birmingham is planning to build self-catering

accommodation for a further 500-550 students at its Manor
House Estate on the Bristol Road, Northfield. Site investigations
have begun, and if they prove satisfactory it is hoped that the
project can be completed by October 1972.

The new development will stand
on the opposite side wof the main
drive from Griffin Close, the Univer-
Sity's first venture into this type of
accommodation, which has proved
very successful since its opening last
October.

Like Griffin Close, it will be fin-
anced mainly by borrowing on mort-
gage. The Government has advised
all universities that the maximum
contribution it will make to the cost
of providing accommodation for the
increasing number of students dur-
ing the next quingquennium is £250
per place,

At Grifin Close each  self-con-
tained unit is fully furnished with

|
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In the mew development each unit
will be designed to accommodate
four or five students; it is hoped
that this economy will cover the
higher building and maintenance
costs.

Students in each unit will be
Jointly responsible for settling bills
with the Gas and Electricity
Boards.

Donation

HE receipt of £100 for the

Emergency Grant Fund, from a
donor who wished to remain anany-
mous, has strengthened the fund so
that a number of students can be
helped in this, the first year in
which it has been in existence.

The £100 “donation was accom-
panied by a request that the money
should be given to overseas stu-
dents, who are particularly riously
affected financ v when there are
changes in government and during
economic difficulties in their coun-
19}

The fund has, however, had only

£17¢  contributed sinee it was
launched: Welfare Commitiee hope
that the donation of £100 would

encourage more denations from the
student body. It i1s particularly sig-
nificant to note that one contribu-
tor has given more than 50 per cent
of the fund’s money: this would
seem to indicate a certain amount
of scepticism on the part of stu-
dents as to the success of the fund.

Welfare Committee wish to make
it known that further contributions
are very welcome and hope that by
now most students realise that the
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Some of the 1,200 who saw "Growiny Up’’ in Deb. Hall

last Friday.

"I‘HERE are better places than
~ Birmingham on God's ever-
shrinking little acre for getting
it together.

A few people meet, want to
start something—like an orga-
nisation or a movement—and set
about moving round their en-

vironment to find the hidden
sympathisers, the unknown
friends who will help them

grow from an idea into a fact.

If they had any choice in the
matter they'd automatically look
elsewhere for a starting place.
Thingse—good things—tend not to
happen more often in Birmingham
than anywhere else.

Nevertheless, notwithstanding and
by guite a few happy chances the
idea of P.NP. was talked about here
last Christmas, written about last
February and March, and came
about in the last few weeks with
a sudden burst of speed and en-

thusiasm which startled its most
aptimistic well-wishers.
PNP. now exists here. What it

exists for was explained in an

P.N.P. OFF

article in the final “Redbrick” of
the Easter term, but briefly, it is a
network of people who are resolved
to help alienated and mentally or
emotionally isolated people to re-
establish some form of genuine re-
lationship.

It sees accepted psychiatric tech
niques for coping with such pr
lems as largely irrelevant, since the
teach people to accept as norn
hostile environments instead ¢
seeking to change that environment
PN.P. contacts in Birmingham are
as follows:—

BOB: 157 6544 (Great Barr).

AUDRENE: 747 2795 (Castle
Bromwich).

PETER: 454 6418 (Edgbaston).

JAY: 5592456 (Halesowen).

LORNA: 5592456 (Halesowen).

JANE: 4276125 (Harborne).

TED: 354 1069 (Sutton Coldfield?.

JANET: 523 7603 (Handsworth).

GLIVE: 5237603 (Handsworth).

ANN: 454 8877 (Edgbaston).

ANDY: 4540740 (Edgbaston).

TAN: 4490409 (Moseley).

CLIVE: 440 0409 (Moseley).

DENMNIS: 706 7690 (Salihull).

RUTH: 4543130 (Edgbaston).

when a problem arises.

Certainly everyone is aware of the
existence of the Health Centre, but
how many readers know that the
Lodgings Warden is also the Gen-
eral Welfare Officer and can help
with loans, or that we have an
educational psychologist to help us
with work difficulties? How many
wottld think of approaching the Ap-
pointments Board for adyvice before
their final year, when It is almost
too late to start worrying about
vocational decisions, particularly
when the -pressures of final-year
exams might be causing stress?
Although I have said that the
lack of -awareness of the University
welfare services 15 unfortunate, this
15 not strictly true. If they
utilised on a wide scale a sad sit
tion would arise, because not o
would the services be drastically
overworked, but we would become
f neurofic, problem-ol ed cam
The existing situation means tl
people - who use the services
definitely in need of them and ¥ e
observant enough to find their
whereabouts indicated on the Wel-
fare card dssued by the Guild
Welfare Committee. However, there
are still many people, equally in
need of help, who do not realise
that assistance is available.

There are, too, those who require
help of a kind which as yet is not
provided on & large scale in the
University—that of a professional
counsellor with whom students can
discuss problems in strict confidence

case for the fund is indisputable.

and know that they will receive

A need for Gounsellors

T is surprising how few students il the University are aware

of what welfare services are available here and where to gt
At Birmingham we are fortunate
have qualified persons to help us solve any of the wide ran
of difficulties which inevitably aflict a student.
the benefit of this is not generally appreciated by
the student population on the campus.

Unfortunate
the bulk of

some kind of helpful attention.

The counselling which is practised
in the University now by severzl
people concerned with the different
sections of the welfare services con-
stitutes just one part of each per-
son's job. The ideal situation is one
in which students can discuss theis
difficulties with close friends and
tutors, but there are inevitably
treme problems which friends
incapable of solving, and few
de communicate
with their tutors.

success!

So to make a realistic attemp

It would offer professional ad
on study and motivation di
help students to adjust to unive
life, aim to bring about a redu
in wastage and help to redepl
those who insist on withdrawing. I
seems probable that the success of
such a service would encourage the
development of communications be-
tween all sections of the University
and ensure the best possible use of
the existing welfare services.

B. THORNBER.
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The promise of a peaceful,
happy summer has been
broken.

Traditionally, the majority
will pursue its undisturbed,
self-absorbed course, drunk
with cloudy liberalism, fooled
by false optimism, but un-
touched by the signs of
mounting injustice.

Elsewhere, there is a battle
about to burst.

N July, OZ and its directors,
Richard Meville, Jim Ander-
son and Felix Dennis, will tread
the dimly-lit corridors of the Old
Bailey. The public spectacie of
the long-awaited obscenity trial
is the climax of a single-minded
campaign to wipe the smile from
the face of the underground and
to land a dirty and heavy blow
between all of our legs.

Gaol for
LSD

student

A sludent was sentenced Lo
IS mant

HLOO0 0 bulk or £150)
Lahlet form.

The scattered outposts of the
alternative press, and most other
creations of the counter-culture,
have suffered repeated inter-
ference from religiously pure and
clinically motivated police and
politicians. They've become used
to having their homes trampled
by eager hounds, their offices
trashed by avid porn hunters and
their fAles and personal belong-
ings stolen, never to be seen
again, by Filth Squads hot on
the hippy trail.

Four years ago when 01 and
iT and a whole wave of media
lunatics sprouted and pro-
claimed a new style, very few
people listened. Least of all
John Bull and the Great British
Establishment. But during this
time a lot has happened fast, the

Teacher
saves boy
in acid

ish
Evening Mail Reporter

(_l'..'l""lﬁ actinn by a chemis
iry master saved a L1
year-ald schoolboy from exten-
burns sulphuric

tied o¥er him during

ment in a city sehonl

I
movement has begun to grow
and shape and multiply—voices
have echoed louder, and balls
have begun rolling.

And so reaction flexes its
claws. It's no longer a harmless
joke: these weirdos are serious
and they're. coming up strong.
Stop the young thugs and their
perverted habits. The cry is law
and order. The charge is the
crime of breaking the chains of
morality. The weapon is justice,

4“0z Publipations Inc. Litd.,
on divers days between the 1st
of January and the 8th day of
June, 1970, within the jurisdic-
tion of the Central Criminal
Court, conspired together with

Vivian Laurence ' Bergs and
with certain other young per-
sons to produce a magazine
containing divers obscene, lewd,
indecent and sexually per-
verted articles, cartoons and
drawings and illustrations with
intent thereby to debauch and
corrupt the morals of children
and voung persons within the
Realm and to avouse and im-
plant in their minds lustful
and perverted desires.”

Finally the guardians of the
protestant ethic have declared

SAMe it exigy
This Moven,
teed to sy |
dying Zl.]ream|
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changing
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strength of e
Very great lh
of olde Epg,
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BY JOH) EY

As ithe great porn and ob-
seenity debate waffles on to
nowhere, Lord Longford has
peen appointed to sort out the
good from the bad. In the
states recently, Mixon totally re-
jected the findings of a very
respectable and learned 17T-man
commission into the subject of
pornography.  They concluded
py  making recommendations
along the Danish lines of en-
lightenment and COMMOnN-Sense,
citing the statistical indications

unequivocally hostile intentions
in the name of decency and silent
majorities everywhere, The
noise of the Tory machine can
be clearly made out above the
rustlings of early summer.
Already the pouncings are get-
ting more and more regular. The
swing to freedom and tolerance
is sticking, in some places it has
stuck.

The 0ld Bailey performance
marks the end of an era of fun-
loving, isolated freakdom, it
represents society's aggression to
a way of life which is becoming
harder to live out.

In case you hawven't noticed,

Inquiry into
school files

EY OUR CORRESPONDENT

there 1S a movement before your
very eyes. You may have chosen
to ignore it or interpret it in
your own warped ways. All the

draws the jifs
munards {1
or so it ml
vive.

And if
all right, juHHgEken-
ing surpriih

orary imé
been sl

respecl l_ P

i
sforelh
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., rffiders
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gency 1sshel

of an improving attitude to
sexuality and healthier and more
honest social patterns. AND

NIXON THREW IT OUT.

With Longford in the chair,
Heath and his pals probably
won't even have to stick their
necks out that far—it's already
been seen to.

0n the subject of commissions,
has everyone forgotten the
Wooton Report on Drugs? That,
of course, received a similar fate
to the above example. A stag-
gering amount of evidence was
typically ignored because of poli-
tical power considerations. Ex-
pert opinion was slaughtered
giving way to vague old wives
tales and the other repressive

II\'cnt State shootings

symptoms of paranoia. Lady W.
and Co. suggested nothing par-
ticularly controversial: merely a
relaxing of the law directed at
the ordinary hash smoker and
an undertaking to seek greater

Relatives claim $57m for

wnowledge in both social and
scientific spheres.

I declare that World War
11l is now being waged by
short-haired robots whose de-
liberate aim is to destroy the
complex web of free wild life
by the imposition of mechani-
cal order.

Timothy Leary

The reaction really set in last
year when the Labour lot tabled
a new Misuse of Drugs Bill
which threatened stiffer treat-
ment all round in the soft drug
scenes

Instead of getting better it
went the other way. A reprieve
did arrive through the bathroom
window as it happened. Out went
repressive  Socialists. In came
new broom repressive Tories
who immediately pick up the
threads and concoct a particu-
larly severe Misuse of Drugs Bill
which looks like ascending to
legal status this summer. This
is the gist of it:

(1) Increase the maximum
penalty for giving cannabis
to a friend (in official

language “pushing”) to four-
teen years—the highest fixed
penalty in British law at
more than twice the average
sentence served for murder
(Misuse of Drugs Bill,
Schedule 4).

Police search
protest in Carr
bomb case

(2) Require you to prove your
innocence rather than the
police to prove your guill
(Misuse of Drugs Bill,

Clause 28).
(3) Increase police powers by
allowing them to “detain for

the purpose of searching” on
“reasonable grounds.”  The
covernment has refused to
define this phrase (Misuse
of Drugs Bill, Clause 231.

And this comes at a time
when other countries are grow-
ing up about the hash situation,
especially in Holland and Canada
(a government report has just
been published, once again pro-
posing relaxation).

..If there is still anyone who's
mixed up about the cannabis
guestion, take a look at Michael
Schofield's “The Strange Case of
Pot"—and bear in mind that ‘at
the time of writing the author
claims he hasn't had a joint in
his life.

Meanwhile Purdie and Prescolt
face the judges on repeated in-
dictments of bombings. The
fuzz search the press and public
outside the court and the Angry
Brigade continues to blast the
system, nowadays opting for
boutiques rather than Robert
Carrs and Metropolitan Paolice
Commissioners.

“Tf you are mot busy being
born you are busy buying
You cannot reform profit,
capitalism and inhumanity,
just kick till it breaks.”

Communigue 8: The AnNgry
Brigade.

“Friends' " stafl are arrested in
Ireland which continues to burn
on our doorstep. - Editor Alan
Marcuson is being interviewed by
London fuzz. Little red books
are ripped off, and piles of alter-

native literature is systematically
seized up and down the country.
Censorship rears its death
mask everywhere, »
Even the wvaliant attempis of
RELEASE, STREET AID, AGIT-
PROP, BIT and THE NATIONAL
COUNGIL FOR CIVIL LIBER-
TIES are starting to look weaker.

US ‘Freaks’ to
stop traffic

Washington, 1 May

So far there is only a cluster
of incidents by which to trace
the growth of conflict. Here, we
lack the tension with which the
Amerikan front has been in-
jected (to draw too many paral-
lels with WU.S. brothers and
sisters is dangerous. There, the
diseases are magnified and fre-
quently distorted). Anvhow we
can learn from their energies and
determination — enthusiasm
which seduces tens of thousands
into the streets, to celebrate their
life-style and rap the knuckles of
middle Amerika. .

So can we learn from the in-
credible Dutch, who fight their
wars with the bizarre belly-laugh
of the kaboutep.

If you've been reading your
colour supplement you'll know
what a far-out city Amsterdam
is.

There's very little that goes
unnoticed by the gnomes and
pixies of the flat lands; as soon
as the dwindling mainline estab-
lishment element even quietly
hints a conservative measure, the
people, all kinds of people are
right in there shouting the odds,
creating havoc and generally
having fun. The beautiful thing
is that they're actually getting
somewhere.

Mick Japgger was on tele-
vision here the other night
and said he was an anarchist.
An anarchist ? Mick Jagger
is staying at the Georges
Cing hotel. If he wants
caviare, the head waiter says
ves sir Mr. Jagger and sends
someone off to Russia.

Jean-dacques Lebel

Tucked away in the folds of :;
vivid, trembling backcloth of
world events, Britain begins to
gather its own stormclouds. |If
you keep your eyes open nowa-
days, it's getting more and more
difficult to remain detached; it
looks like we are about to see and
feel a series of repressive attacks
against virtually everything
which isn't strictly normal and
safe and prescribed. The reac-
tion will intensify in coming
months and we are going to have
to experiment with ways to fight
it

Leaving the drama aside for
the time being, it is fair to say
that the OZ trial is but a fore-
taste of darker things to come.
Few counter - culture organisa-
tions have had a change to dig in
and prepare their defences; even
considering 01's amazing suc-
cess story and its developed iden-
tity, the birth of a new force in
the creases of INK, it's security
is critically balanced. It might
be silenced. A warning to others,
delivered in brutally puritan
tones, a cold reminder of how
muech time we all have to serve
under the present governors.

Up till now oppression has
usually taken a subtie guise—the
future may well bring more and
more blatant moves for which
the Maudlings and Nabarros will
crave your support, or your silent
impotent acceptance.
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cinema

“mp=HE LAST VALLEY" (director;

James Clavell) is one of those
war-bloody-war films. Plenty of axes
grinding and hacking around,
swords clanging, a Jlovely witch-
burning, an equally delightful rape
scene and soon andon . . . Allgood
stuffl for the suburbam war-film
fetishist, And it's the Thirty Years
War too—that horrible extravaganza
of killing and waste in the 17th
century (in the red corner Protes-
tant and in the blue corner Catho-
lic).

The film's subject i potentially
rich in relevance for an audience
three centuries on in & world still
racked by religious wars and wars
of establishments. However, Clavell
plays it safe and never gets in too
deep.  Omar Sharif—those limpid
eves of his like pools of shimmering
chocolate must be as precious to his
career as a good pair of legs were
to Dietrich—as a gentle scholar and
our very own Michael Caine as the
stoical mercenary fighting for a
cause for which he cares nothing.
His German accent grates a bit and
ie very we haf vays und meanz uv
making you talk-ish.

Poor Per 0Oscarsson (remember
Bergman's “Hunger”) is really out
of his depth like an Olympic swim-
mer paddling around in the Tots'
pool.

Blurb describes the film as an
epic adventure drama and that's
exactly what it is. And, as you
might expect, the cliché abounds in
its flat dialogue, attitudes to love
and death, and fatuous moralizing.
A5 the soldiers take over the valley

scholar remarks:—

“A soldier has no future and no -
past and a full stomach covers
the present."”

Well, well! And wisually, too,
come across the old hack settings
in which the drama is to unfurl—
mists in the forest mesns mystery
and imminent danger; the winter
enow means isolation; grapes and
cornfields in the sun mean peace
and security.

Musical seore by John Mister 007
Earry, although nice in parts, works
badly, relying too much on tunes
indiscriminately stuck on to love
and battle scenes alike. No vital
theme is developed and the music
on the whole feels very arbitrary.
Anyway, it all seems a big waste
of actors, lenses, the Austrian Tyrol,
and Brian Blessed (good old Fancy
himself). b

JIM CLEARY

'l’f\‘- these davs of sex and violence,
how refreshing it is to see a
film (“Up Pompe which recon-
ts the glories and virtue of the
nin Empire. The plot concerns

1 slave, one Lurkio, playved so

¥ by Mr. Frankie Howerd,

vho by his dexterity with a cucum-
saves the Emperor Nero from

: plot against his life. The
seek ven 1d rudely

pt & party (i ully photo-

: well as its historical interest,

film contains useful nforma-
on on Roman architecture, the

m distribution in Roman baths,
and the working of wvolcanoes, De-
finitely a film to which children
can take their parents.

One thing I couldn't understand,
though, was why the audience
laughed at the cucumber.

M. WHITEHOUSE,

“The Last

st this is apparently the last
<Ak = Redbrick " until June, I've
been asked to write a few kind
words on behalf of some of the
films to be expected in Birmingham
over the next month or so. It
would be presumptuous to predict
what other people will like, so this
will be a personal and idiesynecratic
guide to what interests me about
the fortheoming films.

For example, outside of "They
Shoot Horses, Don't They?" at the
Midlands Film Theatre, probably
the most interesting picture in
the area this week is the second
feature at the Futurist, “The Last
Adventure” (on with "When Eight
Hells Toll"). It stars Alain Delon,
Lino Ventura and the gorgeous
Joanne Shinkus; and there can be
no finer tribute to Robert Enrice's
brilliant direction that he maintains
the keenest tensiorl until the very
end despite killing off Shinkus two-
thirds of the way through.

The Futurist has been rather ex-
celling itself lately, what with “Per-
formance” and “There Was a
Crooked Man,” but this month's
programme looks routine. Judging
from the trailer, I should think
“From Nashville with Musi¢" (show-
ing for a week from May 16th)
might inadvertently turn out to be
the funniest film since "The Pink
Panther."” "“The Railway Children"
is the attraction for Whit—a beauti-
ful werk done without the mawkish-
ness that one tends to associate
with “films for the family."

I understand that Dennis Sanders'
highly-praised documentary of Pres-
ley, “That's the Way it is,” is com-
ing up scon. So is “"Bread,” which
features Juicy Lucy: George Melly
Look one of the lines of the film,
“It's all shit, man" as a fair de-
scription of the film itself.

The Jacey has had its moments
ately also, and 1 was delighted to
have the chance of notching up a
sixth seeing of “Petulia” last week.
Nothing much happening this

month, though. T hope people will
take the opportunity of seeing King
Vidor's “War and Peace" this week,
even if they did see it on BBC-2
aver Easter (the small sereen being
no substitute for the big screen)

The provisional programme for
June has a large emphasis on hor-
ror, ranging from the heavyweight
scrap between Bette Davis and Joan
Crawford in ""Whatever Happened
to Baby Jane?” (with its surprise
twist at the end that is indeed sur-
prising because it makes nonsense
of everything that has gone before)
to Gig Young, Carol Lynley and
Oliver Reed in "“The Shuttered
Room'", & good little thriller by a
much underrated British director,
David Greene.

Of most interest to me, though, is
the return of Viscontl's “The
Damped” on June 6th, which I dis-
liked on a first look but will prob-
ably have another po; and, on the
13th, the appearance of “See You
in Hell, Darling"; which is the film
version of Mailer's “An American
Dream' and which some crities
rather admired.

In about a fortnight's time, the
Odeon, New Street, will be showing
the double bill, “Beyond the Valley
of the Dolls" and “Myra Breckin-
ridge”, a programme seemingly de-
signed to prove that you can't have
too much of & bad thing. "“Dolls"
is the first big film of Russ Meyer,
who was the lowest of the Ameri-
can underground directors, and by
all accounts he has concocted a film
50 ludicrous as to be highly enter-
taining and something of a collec-
tor's item; whilst more than one
person has described “Myra Breck-
inridge” to me as the worst film
ever made, which is possible, T sup-
pose, seeing as Mike Sarne is prob-
ably the world's worst director.
Could be an interesting evening,

Coming in June is the Michael
Winner western, “Lawman’, with
Burt Lancaster, Robert Ryan and
Lee J. Cobb. Reviews were good,
and it’s one to look forward to.

Burning of a witch — from ‘The Last Valley.”

Valley” — Ddean Ringway

The prime forthecoming atiraction
at the ABC New Street is "Up
Pompeii”, with luck, the Michael
Caine thriller, “Get Carter" could
also emerge

The Odeon Ringway, which at
least can be counted on for some
oceasional surprises, has booked for
this week "Cotton Comes to Har-
lem"”, concurrent with its run in
London. It stars Godfrey Cambridge
(the Watermelori Man) and is a
black comedy—literally—about =&
confidence trickster swindling the
poor of Harlem through their in-
volvement in a crooked Back-to-
Africa scheme. The director is the
Negro actor, Ossie Davis, who is
probably best known for his per-
formance in *The Hill"; and apart
from Gordon Parkes's "The Learn-
ing Tree', say, it's one of the few
serious films about the Negro prob-
lem to be directed by a Negro. It
is the kind of unusual and coura-
geous booking that this cinema
occasionally goes in for, and it de-
Serves supporting.

More conventional fare is pro-
mised later: the highly-praised film
about the Thirty Years' War, "The
Last Valley”, with Michael Caine
and Omar Sharif; and the remake
of "“Jane Eyre’, for those of you
who can wvisualise George C. Scott
as Rochester and—still more difficult
—Busannah Yorke as Jane.

The Arts Lab has an extraordi-
nary selection of films for the com-
ing month and, since space is
limited, I shall simply ‘exhort you
to apply for & copy of their pro-
gramme for yourself.

The most interesting event for me
is the tribute to recent Losey.and
particularly the elusive “Secret
Ceremony®, which I've missed more
than once and don't intend missing
again.

It's the late-night offering
from June 3rd to June 6th and is
supported by Chabrol's fine thriller,
“The Champagne Murders."

The Arts Lab programme, inci-
dentally, has a rather grumpy note
about the Midlands Film Theatre
complaining about the booking of
“Rachel, Rachel" for July when it
s0 recently appeared at the Jacey
(but th Lab itself has booked
“The Sery when that was re-
cently sho 4l the Cmephone; and
why did it book “The Arrangement”
when that had hacd a week at the
ABC?)

I'm not complaining for myself,
but it's rather hypocritical to attack
the Film Theatrg for policy the
Arts Lab ds occasionally guilty of
pursuing. In faect, the MPFT pro-
gramme is quite interesting, parti-
cularly in the way ftime is being
given to the off-beat American films
which have had an unfairly hmited
showing. They have the film of
the week at the moment withh "They
Shoot Horses; Don't They?", about
the famous dancing marathons dur-
ing the depression, a film which won
rave notices, an Oscar nomination
for Jane Fonda and the Oscar itsell
for Gig Young Next Sunday, for
members only, they have Susan

‘Gontag's “Duet for Cannibals»

Coming next month is Ingmg,
Bergman's “Persona”, which i5 g
guite extraordinary work and totally
converted me to Bergman after
vears of wacillation; Bibi Angep,
son’s portrayal of the nurse seqp,
to me one of the great screen Der.
formances of all time. Supr;m-nng
“Persona’’ is ‘The Bride Wors
Black”, which is sub-standard Ty,
faut though with some typicqy.
good pPassages. :

The Friday late-night shows are
all interesting: Fritz Lang’s clasgjs
about a child murderer, “"M" (M,
14th); one of the Marx Brothey
best, “Monkey Business” (May iy
—though you may have seen tly
at the University Film Soc.); Kum
sawa's “Throne of Blood", which g}
mest turns “Macbeth" into a westen
—the Magnificent Macheth { May
28th); and John Ford's great fin
of BSteinbeck’s "The Grapes g
Wrath” (June 4th), which is th
American film of the 'forties, just
as and for the same reasons that
“On the Waterfront” is the Ameri.
can film of the ‘fifties.

I feel obliged to say & quick fina
word about Sunday Flic as well, be-
cause it is astonishingly good this
term. Il assume that the coming
two offerings, “Charlie Bubbles" ang
“Belle de Jour"”, need no recommen-
tion from me: but Ralph Nelzan's
“Charlie” (about a mentally retar
ded man) is a particularly interest
ing choice, because it has had very
few showings, despite fine reviews
music by Ravi Shankar and Cliff
Robertson’s Oscar-winning perform.
ance,

MEIL SINYARD

mus|
MMHEE first half of this concert was
occupied very pleasamtly, if
slightly monotonously, by Rita
Coolidge. Her backing group, the
Dixie Flyers, were enjovable and
super-efficient, but had it not been
for Coolidge, latest in the line of
“session singers who make it big”
their lack of originality would pro
bably have become tedious. How-
ever, although Rita Coolidge
all her songs & decidedly similar
treatment, she lifted the set away
from the dangers inherent in over
insistence onone beat and a limited
range of instrumental patterns, atd
ensured that each number was wel
worth listening to,

As T am not generally a greak
devotee of The Byrds, to say thal
I thoroughly enjoved their set i
quite high praise. The sound was
superb—pessibly the best gquality
I've heard yet at the Town Hall--
and they played one golden hit
after the other, predictable, of
coures, but perhaps all the better
for it. The only disappointment
was “Eight Miles High”
turned wout incredibly

mental introduction.

However, ‘to dwell on cri
would give an -entirely fal
pression of the evening.
varied from country acoustic
banjo, through “folk-rock™
say in all the arti
Torward rock :
called back
I'm sure ther
IMOre ENEOres

ST, Tambourine Man"
greeted like the ald friex i
“Chestnut Mare* a rather
version than the record,
equally warm reception.

“So You Want To Be a Ro

Roll Star,” “I Wasn't Born To Fol
low,” etc., etc, with a surprising
and whole-hearted rave-up omn “Roll
Over Beethoven,” and a Lriam‘-]:l]_l”]
final exit, on the Nth enccre, Wil
“Ensy Rider."”

To use vet another cliché, it Wi¢
all good stuff, or even an entertain-
ing evening. Definitely a 1Us®
BUCOEES,

LIZ UNSWORTH:
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reviews

U HE meredible String Band rely
1 on simplicity—more to the polinL
jcity. On first hearing
songs it's easy to dis-
jss them as rather najive and per-
haps EVELL pointless. But if you_piuy
thelr records through a few times,
find that suddenly it
matter that they are so
gimple—in fact, it makes a bloody
change from the latest \\-slavc of
ipeavy. “progressive” or “under-
round’’ sounds thab we're being ex-
plniLed with.
A good example _ul' the pleasant
owers if the Incredibles comes from
their latest album, “Be Glad .qu
The Song Has No Ending.” This is
fheir first album for Isllund and is
gomething of a filler w_hﬂe they put
new material together in the record-
ing studio. All the numbers are old

they are simpl
£0me of their

| nes: the majority originating from

\the soundirack of the film “Be
Glad” (based on the pgroup and
made a couple of years ago).

The whole of Side Two is a collec-
tion of musical pieces from _Lhe film,
played on instruments ranging from

B harpsichord to sitar, under the title
L lof “The Song Has No Ending.”

Side One has two more vocal
pieces from the film, including what
lis for me the best track on the
album, “See All The People.”

1 the people laugh,

Hs ... Ha ha ha ha ha ha

See all the people ory,

Boo hoo, boo hoo hoo hoo hool™

Writing it down makes it look so
udicrous. Hear the Incredibles sing
it and you have a fit of laughter
and join in next time you play it.

Avery enjoyable album.

PAUL TAYLOR.

&L‘THDUC—H IF were a replace-
LA ment for Fleetwood Mac, who
have cancelled all engasements
until June, due to Jeremy Spencer's
departure, they played one and
three-quarter hours® good entertain-
ment.

The first group on, Be My Friend,
did o disappointing set, which held

" o enjoyment for me at all; I think

the saxophone was out of key.

However, IF provided a good con-
trast. Opening with “A Song For
Elsa,"” from their second L.P., they
immediately involved themselves
and the audience in their music,
with a warmth and spontaneity
rarely seen. They continued with
other songs from their L.P., IF 2,
which had some very good alto and
tenor  saxophone  solos. The
famenco suitar introduction to
“Bunday Sod" was good, but the
organ =olo was missed, due, I am
told, to a fault in the amplification.
“Your City Is Falling,” was disap-
pointing and appeared a little bit
rageged, and lacked the immediacy
of the preceding numbers, but this
was more than made up for with
the next number from their forth-
toming L.P., which should surpass
both IF 1 and IF 2 in quality.

The last number, highlighted

Elliot, received very warm
se indeed,

The audience gave them a well-
deseryed standing ovation, which
festlted in an encore with some
800d guitar work, even if it was a
little jong,

L sincerely hope there is as warm
in audience for YES on Friday.

D. HARRISON,

rl*HE trouble with Bloodrock,
- whose second album, Bloodrock
2, has just been released over here,
is that the music is about 10 times
better than their vocals, Jim Rut-
ledge, lead singer, yells oul amaz-
ingly uninspired lyrics and fre-
quently sounds like Joe Cocker with
a sore throat. It's only en a couple
of tracks that others in the band
add a bit of harmony to take the
edge off the coarseness.

But when you listen to the back-
ing, then Bloodrock have definitely
got something. A really heavy bass
sound. Admittedly it's rarely original
—everyvthing from Credence to Led
Zepplin is thrown in—but it's still
good. There's an occasional nice bit
of organ and some good drumming
every now and then.

Half of the tracks on the album
are credited to “Nitzinger,” who
doesn't appear in the list of "Per-
sonnel,’ so has probably recently
left the group. Which is a shame be-
cause those four tracks include two
of the best on the album.

One final moan, Bloodrock can't
exactly be classified as a well known
band over here. Yet the total sleeve
notes are as follows: “Bloodrock is
from Ft. Worth, Texas. This is their
second aloum.” Hardly informative!

Despite all this, Bloodrock 2 is not
too bad an album, It's very easy to
get into and the band may well go
a long way, if they can improve on
the lyrics.

PAUL TAYLOR.

books

lTSz probably a happy accident
A that the whiter than blue’s no
palls Mermaid has been allowed to
fade from memory before the
arrival of the new edition (out now,
10p).

This time, colour is on the inside
where it's useful and the black and
white cover is as attention-grabbing
as any previous two-toned sales gim-
mick, It's also relevant to the con-
tents which comprise further bril-
liant Mike Horseman illustrations
interspersed  with  articles on
Women's Lib., Rock, Pollution and
Film Crities, two Brian Patten
poems and two sundry delights
under the titles of: "My Opinion of
Students” and “The Little Big-
Footed Folk” (a gem).

The former delight is a bunch of
statements by some primary school
kids and it jolts as it reads. The
idea that these are the kids of the
silent majority (who's to say other
wise?) might convert where the
other articles merely enlighten or
confirm.

That's ‘no overall
good to see Mermaid discarding
campus cosiness (if not clothes) and
an aloof object dart image, for
some belated groundwork, even If
the only holes being dug read as
£

Perhaps the heavy type face could
have been used in conjunction with
a few more of Bartle's undoubtedly
fine selection, and the proofs read to
eliminate several niggling grammati-
cal and spelling errors, but these are
minor considerations in a revelu-
tionary context. There, I've said it.

PAUL SUMMERS

on Friday.

criticism: 1t's .

George dJackson
Soledad Brother

“FDNA, THE INEBRIATE

WOMAN" (Pan, 20p), written
by Jeremy Sandford, is based on
the three play/documentaries he has
made for the BB.C. in the wake of
“Oathy Come Home.”

It is an attempt to reflect the life
of an old woman on the road; no-
where to go; nothing to eat; the
situations that led to her and other
similar women being ‘‘disregarded
by society."” Unfortunately, “reflect-
ing” is as far as the book goes. It
somehow fails to bring out the real
degradation that people like Edna
must suffer, by its rather tame nar-
rative.

From the way the book puts it,
people would seem to be “anti-
tramp' without getting too upset
or harsh about it. But that's not the
way it seems when you actually see
people’s reactions to them—they
despise them for their dirtiness and
rejection of society.

Sandford's style tends to read
more like the directions of his play
—minus the emotion—so that while
the book by no means drags on, or
bores, it gives the impression that
the play will be a lot better.

ALEXIS.

“©OLEDAD BROTHER" (Penguin,

30p), involves the same basic
problems as “The Algiers Motel In-
cident” but from a different side—
how the revolutionary black mind
develops within the confines of a
prison.

The case history of George Jack-
son has recently come into the pub-
lic light following the deaths that
resulted during his brother Jona-
than's attempts (at the court house
in San Raphael) to have him freed.

But the thoughts
through George Jackson's head
during hiz imprisonment are well
preserved in his letters to his rela-
tives and friends (including Angela
Davis). The cobvious advantage of
the book is that it is devoid of any
pretentions that may have infil-
trated, had it been presented as a
biography or autobiography. Jack-
son wrote his letters without realis-
ing they would eventually be pub-
lished.

The letters of his first four years'
imprisonment (from 1960-64) are
lost, so there is little indication of
his response to receiving his original

running

sentence of “from one year to life,”
after being “advised” to plead guilty
to stealing seventy dollars on the
grounds that he would then be let
off lightly.

As the letters show, by 1964 he
was still optimistic of release “with-
in the year.” But slowly this opti-
mism ebbs away as the racial ten-
sions of prison life lead him into
alleged trouble.

With this loss of optimism comes
the development of “revolution” in
Jackson. At first, as in many cases,
there is only the image of parental
influgnce to rebel against and fry
to change, Jackson moves on from
this limited sphere, as he sits in
solitary confinement with his books
of Cleaver, Newton, etc., and begins
to think of the Black Peoples stand-
ing in American society.

Tones of desperation ecreep in,
while at the same time he attempts
to withdraw and isolate himself
from the strictures of his white
OpPressors,

Besides showing the pressures
brought upon black people in gene-
ral, these letters also bring into the
open the personal case against
George Jackson and how it has
snowballed iInto something, ap-
parently out of control. If nothing
else, they may, hopefully, result in

1ore sympathetic hearing for him
in his fourthcoming t for the
murder of a prison officer—for which
he fac a mandatory death sen-
tence if convicted.
GRAHAM MOORE
"I’HE race riots in Detroit, 1967.
Three young Negroes found
shot dead In a hotel. Witnesses
claiming that the victims were cold
bloodedly murdered by  police
officers. John Hersey analyses the
evidence by means of court
transcripts and many personal talks
with key witnesses and defendants
in the "“Algiers Motel Incident”
(Penguin 50p}.

Hersey uses this one incident to
look into the whole standing of the
Megro in the American ghettos—
his responses to education, the law,
other Negroes around him, etc.—and
how such response could culminate
in death.

It would have been easy to become
biased in writing about such an
emotfional subject, especially when
talking first-hand to people involved,
but Hersey manages to avoid this.
The evidence speaks for Iitsell,
although there still appear to be a
few gaps. Ten Negroes and two
white girls in a hotel annex during
the riots—there's some fooling
around with a starting pistol, a
police call alert claiming that there's
snipers in the hotel, and the police
move 1n.

What follows

was an Ll]].]:l?.]ﬁ:_f

“The Population Bomb,”

police “game” apparently resulting
in the death of at least one of the
Negroes. As Hersey himself puts it
—“This episode contained all the
mythic themes of racial strife in the
United States: the arm of the law
taking the law into its own hands;
inter-racial sex; the subtle poison of
racist thinking by ‘decent men' who
deny that they are racists"

And it is exactly these themes
that he manages successfully to
explore

GRAHAM MOORE
:‘DLLOWING the trend set by a
recent film, any book on popu-
lation explosions could well be re-
named “Growing Big.” Dr. Paul
Ehrlich's “The Population Bomb",
and Malthus in his “Essay on
Population," certainly stress the
vastness of the problem.

Dr. Ehrlich—not surprisingly—is
more practical than Malthus in his
attitudes. Malthus makes two as-
sumptions. He assumes a one wo-
man/one man relationship and the
growth of population only within
the boundaries of wedded bliss., His
second assumption is, like Marx
and Engels, that peoble want fo
limit their reproductive powers
for purely economic reasons—there
is no mention of the word “eman-
cipation.”

Dr, Ehrlich is
much more reada
superficial. His facts
more in the mind—the fact
Peruvian teenagers chew coCao-

meore practical,

5 and the fact
that the U.N. does not recognise
abortion as a form of family plan-
ning.

He strongly advocates abortion as
an effective means of birth control
and justifies it morally by saying,
confusing the foetus with an adult
is like confusing a set of blue-prints
with a building.

He touches on various “in' sub-
jects—mainly pollution and syn-
thetic foods. However, people’s
tastes in food are as difficult to alter
as their views on family planning.

Dr. Ehrlich's answer to the prob-
lemn lies in education and informa-
tion—of people both in underdeve-
loped and developed countries.
Whereas no-one could sit in the
same room as 4 starying child it’s
easy to ignore one hundreds of
miles away.

He points out the potential power
of the mass media in solving the
problem. Even If his solutions are
a little unoriginal and sometimes
verging on weird, he at least con-
vinces his reader that a bproblem
does exist and many a family tree
does in fact need trimming.

BETTY HERBERT

by Dr. Paul Ehrlich.
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ALL THIS WORK To DO ...

AND | WANTED To GO
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YOU SHALL GO T
THE BALL! \

WHAT RABOUT ALL
THIO WoRWK ?
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WHEN HAS THAT
SVER STOPPED
HOLLT
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AST term the University
Senate agreed to increase
student numbers from 7,000
in 1972 to approximately
9,000 by 1977. This decision
was accompanied by a de-
bate on the campus, primar-
.ily restricted to the academic
staff, on facilities and re-
sources needed to do this. In-
deed, the Court of Governors
resolved that unless the
U.G.C. and the Government
met the University's needs on
accommodation the Univer-
sity would actually resist an
increase in student numbers.
All taking part in the de-
bate assumed that the educa-
tion the University was giving
its students was adequate, it
was sufficiently good to not
seriously consider altering
any expansionist plans. It is
the contention of this article
that the education offered by
Birmingham University inhib-
its severely the development
of its student members and
until the university is demo-
cratised and made more re-
ceptive to the needs and de-
mands of contemporary soci-
ety, H.M. Government would
do well to channel its in-
creasingly scarce resources
into developing alternative
and more flexible forms of
higher education.

IN two weeks' time the annual
farce commences: the terminal
and final examinations. Some 5.000
students will be coerced into over-
awing and stuify halls in weather
that should be appreciated to write
all they know on one particular sub-
ject in three hours.

This situation, and the anxiety it
produces can be juxtaposed against

the holiday camp atmosphere on
the campus induced by June sun-
shine. Exams provide the most

eitective means the University has
of foreing students to conform to its
educational ideals.

6]

nder Ordinance 22 of this Uni-
versity this ean often mean the edu-
cational ideals of the head of the
department. If the student fits into
the cducational slot well he is re-
arded—a ss on to next year's
exams 01" a good degree.

Many of the anti-educittional
aspects of examinations are widely
sumented and often admitted by
University authorities, few however
seem enthus Ic to chanze them.
catise they retain the
tion of the staff over the

poOwer s
student :nhance the educational
myth that teacher always knows
best.

In 1967 Tom Fawthrop, a student
at the University of Hull tore up his
finals papers and walked out of the
examiniation, For this act the Uni-
i ty felt unable to label him and
Zive him a piece of paper which told
the world how good he was.

For Universities to abandon exams
miany argue, would be for it to aban-

Overseas Students!
PURCHASE TAX
FREE!
on New Motor-cycles.

Used Metor-cycles,
Scooters and Mopeds

ASTON STREET,

MOTOR SALES
from £30

Avallable from
BIRMINGHAM
fopposite Aston University)
Tel. 359 3874 Service 359 5608

(__/r’mf//z// r;/ F-‘%MJ _.@a"d(r/'/aw

(L]

edding 5 Engagement
Ringa

DISCOUNT on all other kinds of
Jewellery, clocks and watches

FOR INTRODUCTION NOTES CONTACT:
Rodney Watts, via The Union P. H. or

Dept. of Medical Biochemistry

or what?

don its standards and its status in
the educational world. This usually
ignores the high wastage rates the
examination system engenders and
the inflexibility which examinations
cause to the detriment of a student's
education.

For the University to stop sacrific-
ing the annual 10 per cent on the
altar of standards and to abandon
the sacroscanct path of elitist educa-
tion would mean a total reappraisal
of its role in higher education in
this country.

I)E‘SPJ.TE Robbins, Universities

— still believe in “academic edu-
cation,” the training of an elite, the
importance of research, the search
for wvalue-free truth. The inade-
quacy of this educational concept in
contemporary society can easily be
shown by the increasingly high pro-
portions of graduates who fail to
find employment.

National reports commissioned by
the Government are inereasinzly
being sceptical of University educa-
tion, The high percentage of un-
employed graduates is an illustra-
tion not only of the poor career ser-
vices in Universities (as was noted
by the Heyworth Report) but more
findamentally of the type of educa-
tion being given by Universities.

Historically the University of Bir-
mingham, like most civic Universi-
ties, was conceived for the people of
Birmingham. Josinh Mason, the
founder of what became the Uni-
versity hoped to develop an insti-
tution for the education of Birming-
ham's illiterate poor. It developed
through Chamberlain’s conception
into a4 manifestation of civie pride.
The Charter in 1900 was an accolade
of recognition to the second city in
the land. The University's major
departments were orientated toward
commerce and industry, Its early
Intike was primarily Brummies.

The demand for research necessi-
tated by *he needs of Victorian in-
dustrialismy  established strong re-
search traditions quickly in Bir-
mingham TUniversity. The concept
of an academic community was
established in the Charter with the
novelty of three student governors
; ' the Guild of Under-
graduates and in the small size of
the institution—about 700 in the
first vear. Departments being small
the professor was a more representa-
tive expression of departmental
opinion than today and performed
4 maore useful function on Senate.

’l‘H'F! academic ideal of education,
however, once enirenched in
EBirmingham, remained. The local
community wias soon jettisoned, edu-
cation for those who could afford it
replacing the working-class intake
with & middle and Upper-class elite.
The University began to develop its
site on the Calthorpe estate and
move out of its original buildings in
the citv centre where it was an im-
portant feature of local life.

Alter the second World War it
was firmly established in Edzbaston,
not one of the most deprived sec-
tions of the Birmingham com-
munity. Due to the increasinziy un-
democratic nature of the depart-
ments and the effective constraints
built into the University system, the
ideal of an elitist education remains.

One only has to read the Vice-
Chancellor’s speeches to the Court
of Governors to realise this, The
nascent and recent demand of stu-
dents to play o part in academic de-
cision-m to seek a more eco-
nomically-orientated funection for
education and to develop courzes
meorporate a greater dezree of rele-
vance is putting pressures on the
University

svslem which to many
academics are alien.
The power situation which they

hold to control the education in this
country is being challenged, the edu-
cational myths, such as academic

freedom, the lecture system and the
pursuit of Renaissance Man, are
being questioned.

Research is particularly being
pressurised, and rightly so, much is
too specialised and irrelevant. Re-
search, as Shirley Williams indi-
cated at a University Open Lecture
last term, is expensive if regarded
economically. Much of it seems
irrelevant and highly specialised,
pursued partly because it is the
Professors’ main interest and partly
because it may uncover some new
truth. Research Is increasingly the
discovery of what already exists and
not the initiation of new ideas.

W TUDENTS legitimately wish to
= be taught better. The teaching
system in the University seems to
all the words of Eric Robinson:
“it does not have the confidence to
Justify itself.” Ts it fair, as the
Select Commitltee on Student Rela-
tions indieates, for students to con-
tinually vote with their feet?

In some departments in the Uni-
versity students still have to sign in
because if they were faced with a
choice no-one would go to the lec-
tures. It is no surprise that de-
mands by students this year through
the Guild of Students to play a role
in the appointment and evaluation
of staff are being shelyed.

Other students are requesting
that some form of social action be
an integral part of the coursework.

1t of value-free truth can-

er, countenance the use
of knowledge in dealing with the
imperfections of our soeial and
economic system. They exist, this
it admits, thal they may be rele-
vant, this it igpores. Many depart-
ments deal with large firms and the
problems they face, few deal with
the problems they cause, pollution,
waste, urban environment.

The new demands being made by
students on the ancient academie
ideal of education followed by the
University is obviously causing the
structure to creak—hence a review
body. However it is vitally import-
ant that the review body diseuss
the education in the Univers ¥
before it formulates proposals,
otherwise much ol its work will be
of little int and indeed wvalue
to the camp

"I‘HE tremendous demands for

higher education in the next
decade must again vitally affect the
education in the University. The
Government proposes to incrense
the number of students from 200,000
to 400,000, Community-orientatec
courses may well be introduced and
could necessitale the abolition or
serious modification of ‘the full-time

student. The boarding schog] v

ciple might well disappear ang ;11‘
mingham become a j'egiﬂ:h‘ll]v-ba :
institution. =i

Certainly the changes in the
ten years need thinking gy Dow.
disciplines and departmentsy ﬁa'
need to be completely changeg, anz
perhaps a more voecational el
is needed at the secondary schy
level, and inasmuch as the Uiy,
sity, through its entrance ;-Qqu&;
ments, 15 in a position g affs
schools, it should take a 19;-,‘:5
miking courses more fexiblg, m
inter-disciplinary and more
vant.

Tiggf

My

Iely

The role of both the head o de
partment and the teacher p
seriously changing, Is ngg ite-
teacher a guide, enabling with [
skills to develop a student s I
tively? Exams likewise nepg E‘I-
treme modification to ensure thy
discover not rote-learning and p

tion-spotting but the full and Ty

tial ability of the student.

The trappings of status, preg B
and standards, such as degree m;
monies, palatial facilities and degm
grading, could be abandoned g
sessment of teaching would hop
fully have more influence in ap
pointment.  Students should pa
ticipate in all
responsible members of Society,

q’EN!\TE has decided to opt fy

b 9000 Five years ago this que [
tion would not even have beg B8
questioned as much as it has. p 1
opting for a highey intake the men. [
bers of the University should be w5
aware of the educational commi: s
ment they must initiate now. Un:-
versities in comparative terms witk
the rest of education are e
forms of education, and incr
uneconomic forms.

N B
ngl; [

The only true way to restore thef i
University to the people of Birming
ham from whom it has been
is to sell it and give the mor

matter as full ipi

GIRMINGHAM

[bust _issue]

Mo 2
APRIL 1971 10p

“I'm going to clean
up this town in a
month.”

INSPECTOR CLOUGH

wurerrs The happy press

city which are atrociously deprived

Perhaips more could be given to the

Polytechnic, However, given the se-

fishness of the campus community §
and the status-orientated nature of

our society, this is perhaps a litte

unrealistie.

Academic freedom, in the words
of the Vice-Chancellor, is freedom
for the institution to administe
its affairs freely, unless radicd
changes are introduced at Birming
ham net only in structure but
in education, the situation will con
tinue to deteriorate.

The Government will either have
to replace the Universities by o
alternative form of higher educatio
or upgrade the Polytechnics
starve Universities of funds. Ei
cational reform is now made mo®
urgent by the inerease in Birming
ham University's size and studenl
population.

“The Student Revolt," states Ent
Robinson, “is not because of the
superficialities of institutional or
ganisation or the inadequacies
teaching technigues but bec
the basically restrictive conception J8
of the education to which they arm
subjected.”

The Course is 2-term intensive and includes—
SHORTHARD, TYPING
STRUGTURE OF BUSINESS, LAW
SECRETARIAL PRACTICE

Worcestershire Education Committee
REDDITCH COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION

WOMEN
GRADUATING THIS YEAR?
WHATEVER NEXT?

WHY NOT A POST-GRADUATE
SECRETARIAL COURSE ?

(You've seen the jobs advertised)

L.E.A. Grants Available in Approved Cases.
For further details, contact; J. T, Powell, B.Coni,,
Head of Business Studies Dept., Redditeh College, Redditeh.
Tel. Redditch 63607/8/9.

e

'qTREET PRESS is about hap-
'I ; g

piness. It is for people who
in some way want to change
things ; but they are people who
want a revolution just by hav-
ing a good time as much as any-
thing, STREET PRESS, how-
ever, it not exclusive; anyone
who has an idea can use our
paper to spread it around—and
poems, stories, drawings, etc.,
can also help us to freak it out.

Starting STREET PRESS, we had
conscience qualms about who to aim
it at, Conventionally, readership
makes a newspaper, but with
STREET PRESS, we soon realised
that if we are to write honestly we
must use our own language, and if
that is not meaningful to Solihull
housewives or Post Office workers,
then they will have to find a dif-
ferent way of expression.

S0 far, STREET PRESS has sold
mainly to freaks, though some of
the most blown people have turned
their noses up at it, and some
straights have enjoyed it and come
Iushing back for more.

To survive, STREET PRESS needs

—

people who really mean what they
say—people who have a commit-
ment without being oppressed by a
puritanical sense of duty towards it.
At the moment there are not many
of us: we are not students (thus ex-
ploding the. myth that all people
with long hair who don't go to work
are students). We want to be street
street people, to take the paper to
the people who really need/want it.
But if you are interested we could
do with help—contributions, .of
course, and street sellers, for it is
the people who sell the paper who
make communication possible. We
also need bread, office equipment
and encouragement. So give us a
try, at least by buying it—you might
ENJOY if,

If you feel like it, contact us at
187 Bristol Road, Birmingham, BS
TUB (near the corner of Sir Harry's
Road). We can't guarantee to be
there all the time, as we haven't
got & proper office yet, but this may
come later,

Until then, Dope, Rock'n'roll and

Fucking in the Streets will bring
POWER to the PEOPLE.

JENNY WICKHAM

—

‘REDBRICK’

1971 - 72

BUSINESS MANAGER
REQUIRED

Any student interested
In becoming Business
Manager for ‘Redbrick’
in the academic year
1971-72, please contact
Russell Bryant through
Union Pigeon Holes.

Further information
given on request.

ALSO REQUIRED :—
NEWsS WRITERS
TYPISTS

AND

REVIEWERS

PERSONAL

MOROCCO. By jet to Sun Dance
Village. 15 DAYS £64 inclusive. Ex-
cellent sporting facilities. Round-
about treks. Departures: June 25,
July 9th and 23, August 6 and 20,
September 3 and 17, October 1 and
15.—Contact NUS Travel for bro-
chure.

THE price of love has moved up
400 points to an all-time high of
Mini Travellers. This follows a pre-
vious increase, mine months ago,
when it rose from parity of Ferro-
graphs to portable T.V.s.

WILL you help? Assistance urgently
needed, male or female—in running
a local Cub Scout Pack (on Hagley
Road)}. Meetings every Tuesday,
6.30 p.m-8.00 p.n. No previous ex-
perience necessary, just a willingness
to help bovs aged 8-11 from varied
home backgrounds. — Please tele-

phone Alan Stokes, 472 5788, even-
ings.

WANTED desperately, girl-friend.
This is a VERY SINCERE NOTE.
Must be pretty girl—Union Pigeon-
holes, S. T. Hilmon.
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Carnival to

exceed £5000

N the report of the 1971 Garnival Comimittee, Ghairr-an Pete Gates said that “a step forward has

been made,” and that Carnival had succeeded in rcalising a significant sum of money for local
charities which it is hoped will ease some of the social problems in Birmingham. However, the
closer links in general policy with Community Action and the town did not materialise,

Clive Burnett, in his Treasurer's
report, suggests a number of rea-
sons for the lower receipts on last
yvear, in particular the problem of
general collection of all income
(£500 is still owed for the Midnight
Stroll and even more from the Car
Competition). The final figure for
all income is expected to be in ex-
cess of £5,000 although only £4,300
has been collected so far. Decimal-
isation and the general economic
situation are also given as reasons
tor the lower receipts.

Entertainments resulted in an
overall profit and the objective of
providing propular but varied enter-
tainment at reasonable prices was
fulfilled. Wrestling was well sup-
ported despite last year's warnings.
The report praises Events Commit-
tee for the efficient organisation of
the Carnival Party, attended by
1,800 people, and suggests that in
future all Carnival entertainments
should be run by Events Committee.

Participation in the Midnight
Stroll was considerably higher than
last year, with T00 walkers taking
part, although the receipts do not
correlate with the number of walk-
ers who finished. The report com-
mends the other activities which
comprised the Carnival, such as
“Barb”, the stunts, procession and
Carnival Queen competition.

Local colleges are advised to fol-
low the example of the College of
Food and Domestic Art in forming
their own independent Carnival
Committee which liased with the
DUniversity committee, instead of
leaving the responsibility to an in-
dividual member.

Pete Gates also points out that
publicity was slow to get off the
ground but the number of students
involved steadily grew as the week
progressed—"Unfortunately the first
years involved preferred fo attend
events rather than help organise
them. The long-term effect of this
is that few people seem interested or

confident enough to take over next
year's organisation.”

In conclusion, the report sugzests
that a Guild workinz party should
be set up to investizate the feasi-
bility of holdinz a Carnival in the
Autumn Term.

The “Man Alive" documentary of
Cédrnival "71 is to be shown on May
26th and it is hoped that it will im-
prove the response of students and
the public towards student charity

organisations, throughout the
country.

Finally, the report thanks the
numerous volunteers who worked

s0 hard for Carnival '71, in particu-
lar the permanent staff of the
Union.

Help for
E. Pakistanis

RRANGEMENTS have been

made to help East Pakistani
students who are in financial diffi-
culties because they are not re-
‘ceiving regular sums of money
from home, Students with valid
permits should write to Mr.
Iaman, Senior Executive at the
Pakistan High Commission, 35
Lowndes Square, London, S.W.1.
Tel. 01-235-2044, giving the name
and address of their banks in the
U.K. and Pakistan. It is under-
stood that the High Commission
will then arrange with the stu-
dent’s bank in the U.K, to guaran-
tee such funds as the student may
reasonably require.

Any East Pakistani students
who are not able to make arrange-
ments of this kind should also con-
tact the High Commission, which
is prepared to attempt to find
ways in which it can help them.

GUV'NOR
GIBBS

URING the last academic ses-

sion, a student demonstration
took place on the campus, in protest
against the award by Birmingham
University of an honorary degree to
the ex-Governor of Rhodesia, Sir
Humphrey Gibbs.

The following account of an inei-
dent which took place during Mr.
Wilson's visit to Rhodesia in Ocfto-
ber 19656 was published in the first
part of the “Sunday Times'" serial-
isation of the Wilson memoirs.

“At the end of the meeting I in-
quired- whether Mr. Sithole had
eaten. He, too, like Nkomeo, had
been given no breakfast; he, too,
had been kept in a hot police van
and had eaten nothing all day. I
asked the police who were in at-
tendance what arrangements had
been made to provide food for him.
None had.

It was at this point that, for the
first time in my life;, I totally lost
my temper....On going in to
harangue the Governor I was un-
able to see him because of red
flashes before my eves.

I made it clear that I was not
having this treatment of the Afri-
cans by the Rhodesian Government
and their police. I told the Governor
that the African leaders had come
at my invitation and they were to
be treated in a civilised manner.

. . Half an hour later they were
sitting down to an excellent meal,
the menu having been brought to
me for approval.”

The Governor to whom Mr. Wil-
son refers is, of course, Sir Hum-
phrey Gibbs.

'Redbrick’

The last issue of “Redbrick"
this year will be on June 16th.
Copy should be handed to the
editor, by Sunday, June 13th.

DISCOS on every Saturday -
FILMS on every Sunday -

EVENTS COMMITTEE

present

Friday, May 14th—
YES plus LANCASTER

Friday, May 2lst—
SKID ROW plus Light Show 35p

Friday, May 28th—
“SUPERMAN" —a Play performed
by Pip Simmons’ Theatre Group

Both 15p

Founders Room
Deb. Hall.
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BLUES NEWS

STARLING LEADS LINE-UP

ATHLETIG UNION Colours Commiltee recently announced its list of awards for the winter season
plus soms outstanding ones from last summer. “Redbrick” readers will be particularly pleased
to see the name of Dave Starling in the list. [t has not yet been clearly established whether he is
receiving his Blue fer activities on or off the feld.
Full Blues were awarded to the following :—
Badminton—J, CROXTON R. BROWHN
Represented U.A.U. Staflordshire. 20th in English Junior Champion-
B.USF, Men's Doubles Champion ships. Represented U.A.U.
{with E. Donnachie). Cricket (1970)—M. WOOLDRIDGE
Basketball—P, HIELD Has taken a record number of
Represented  Enzlish  AB.B.A. wickets in a season (57). Represen-
under-19 throughout the season. ted Worcester Club and Ground.

Cross-Country Hockey (Mens) 2
R. SMEDLEY P. LONGMAN Trampolining—A. WILLIAMS
Represented England (under-19) Represented England (under-22), Birmingham Open ' Champion
ond in International Junior Cham- Mercians, Worcestershire, Midlands., 1871, West Midlands Champion
pionships in San Sebastian. M. GILBERT 1971, TU.AU. Champion 1970, 2nd

Squash—R. J. EATON
Selected  English
Captain U.AU.
quarter-finalist.
Swimming—MISS ¥. DODDS
Silver Medal BU.SF. 220 free-
style 19701-1971 Bronze medal
B.U.SF. 110 freestyle 1970 W.LV.A.B.

Universities.
South  T.ATL

i
R
xw?%gﬁv@
i

I. GILMOUR England (under-22) ta s TREACT A Ta7T,
Represented Scotland (under-19)  Mercians. A. WHITE )
in International Junior Champion- P. GUISE East Midlands Champion, 2nd 3
ships in San Sebastian. Worcestershire (under-22), Wores.  West Midlands Championship 1971, i

“A" Captain, Midland U.A.U. 2nd U.AU. Championships 1970,
Hockey (Wornen) U.AU. Champion 1971
MIiSS A. EDWARDS
Lancashire Northern Counties,
Combined Universities,
MISS K. JACKSON
W.ILV.A.B.BI Combined Umver-

Commonwealth Games representative Rog Richardson (lef
returns tonight.

ATHLETICS

sities. :
Lawn Tennis (Men) 1970 @ - @ ®
M. J. WEBB
U.ATU. Warwickshire, BU.5F. ut I e reve s I n u m
Semi-Finalist singles BUSF. final- j
ist and doubles (with R. Eaton). ’
R. J. EATON - |
U.AU. Hampshire. B.U.SF. by Randy Southam
quarter-finalist, singles, B.U.SF.
finalist doubles. JIOR the first athletics mateh of On the field, it was a different competing as a guest. Her 43
Ne‘b?'!'";m'ssﬂs' PO':,"Y( this term the University story. Key members were for- points was only ten points shorg
ng';}b}- representative. travelled to Loughborough to take tuitously infured on cup-final day the Eurcpean gualifying stan
0. STARLING on Northumberland and Durham and the remainder battled bravely and a firm reminder to the
i AA A ranked the fourth county last to prevent a rout. With a full team for the international agains

Cheshire final trial and reserve
for Cheshire XV. U.A.U. representa-

Netherlands and Belgium later (t
month.,

the winning margin would have been
ten times the 14 points it eventually

yvear, and Loughborough University
Past and Present.

‘t'—l‘,:fom.{é:d il tme LR Spectacular running by the dental  Was. In the two jumps she cleared £

Butl P. BUTLER contingent ensured an overwhelm- Meanwhile Ruthie was sorting metres and 163 metres. T

Pete Butler, who has Top points scorer. ‘214 points in | [N victory on the track, where only them out in the Midlands pen- KDF.9, converted this to 201t 4
i a handful of points were lost. tathlon although she wis only ins. and 5ft. 417 ins.

kicked his way to a Blue.

24 games.

From FRESHMAN

To GRADUATE

ALWAYS A

NOTES & COMMENTS
_._,-l-'-._-_-_-____—

pther
it was run on th
plympic final will
Newton has cscofted at

Tony ¢
rumours that he had an Jlleg;i
pammer throw of 327ft. He said

{hat the rumour was probably being
gpread by someone trying to scare
cuddly, lovable J. Skirtbrant. In

fact his illegal throw was only just
over 320 ft.

Ace decathlate, Dennis Toomey,
an old boy of Guinness Afthletics
Club, is one of the last of the old
school of athletes. He claims that

TRAMPOLINING
_.—-—'—'-'_-_-_

7 am.

title once and come second once.
RESULTS:—

6th, J. Taylor 8th, V. Jones 13th.

worth Sth.

possible.

itles retained

ARLY on a Saturday morning various members of the University leapt
E (or do | mean crawled?) out of bed to get to the Sports Centre by
They were the members of our intrepid men's and women's
trampolining teams eager once again to prove their supremacy in the
U.A.U. and W.L.V.A.B. champicnships, held this year at Liverpool.

Earlier in the term, two practice matches against Coventry College
had resulted in being narrowly beaten at Coventry,followed by a convincing
win at home. The teams were therefore not over-confident about winning
at Liverpool, especially when it was realised that the standard was much
higher this year. However, competition brought out the best in most
of our bouncers, and it was. with great delight that we retained the men's
and women's team and individual titles.

Special corgratulations must go to Helen Southern, who came first
in both women's competitions against Coventry and who also won the
women’'s individual title. Also Adrian Willlams and Andrew White won
one match each against Covenlry, and have worthily each won the U.A.U.

W.LV.AB.: H Southern 1st, R. Tann 3rd, D. Mitchell 4th, W. Barron

U.AU.; A, White 1st, A. Williams 2nd, F. Gouthwait 6th, J. Shuttle-

We would like to take thiz opportunity of thanking our coach, Dr.
A. Hunter. without whom this. consistently high standard would not be

CYCLING

T this moment the University's
star cyclist lan Hallam is in the
middle of a seven-day tour of Hol-
land. lan flew out to Holland last
week to take part in this race which
is his first stage event.
Each day he will ride about: a
hundred miles at an average speed
of just under 30 m.p.h. * This is a

4 e

tough order for a man whose usual

ictured durin

event takes in less than three miles
around a track.

However, Ian has not gone into
this race totally unprepared: His
tfraining schedule has been tougher
than ever taking in ‘more longer
rides than ever beiore. There are
not many people around who will
set out on an evening training stint,
cheerfully

g last year's worid cha

I

BREW XiI JUMP

Latest development!

OHN O'VIANIA, 1500 m, runner extraordinaire, seems to be having difficult in getting his time of
J am. 50.1 ratified as a University record, The race was held in Brighton last year, and so no
University athlete saw i t,or even claims to have heard of it. There are also suggestions that
the beach, timed by a girl friend, ete. If this trend continues | doubt if a time in an
pe acceptable to the ratification committee.

training not only smacks of profes-
sionalism but is positively detri-
mental to one's performance. Thus
he attributes his failure to vault 10
{t. recently to a training session last
November.

That most studious of student
dentists and recently naturalised
Scot, Jaimie McAtukettle, claims a
similar philosophy. However, Ie-
ports suzgest that since before
Christmas he has cohsumed vast
quantities of orange squash In
preference to the amber fluid. It
was this training schedule which
led to him running a 56-second relay
leg on Saturday.

The Jason King of Lake Hall and
boy wonder sprinter, Pete Crone,
has still retained his ability to de-
feat a high-class field whilst still
doing a time slower than the third
man in the race. This obwviously
defies the space-time continuum and
is the latest fallacy in Einstein's
general theory of relativity.

Our dynamic duo Geno Griffith
and Galden Wonder Holden have
developed a novel modification to the
steep Lane water-jump. They filled
it with beer and called it the Brew
XI jump. The first time they came
up to this barrier they dived head
first over it and subsequently
drowned.

A yvoung lady who showed great
distress at the loss of both her
heart-throbs was subsequently as-
sured that they did not suffer, and
this seemed to comfort her. After
all, as one eve-witness pointed out,
they got out to go to the toilet
three times.

announcing that they

&

mpionship amateur pursuit.

HALLAM IN T

have ridden to Worcester and back
via @ ecircuitous route the same
Morning.

All this work should improve Ian's
all-round cycling ability. Certainly
he is poing to need all the strength
he can muster later on in the
summer when he attempts to im-
prove last year's second position in
the world eyeling championships.

i
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Geno Griffiths pictured returning from the toilet for

the last time.

ATHLETIC UNION
ROW RAGES

HE of the biggest arguments in the history of Athletic Union produced

the closest result in the Gouncil Chamber last Friday evening. Follow-
ing the recent A.U. application to disaffiliate from the Guild of Under-
graduates and its subsequent rejection by Guild Council, a working party
was set up including Guild and A.U. representatives.

This working party thrashed out the points made in the initial AU
document and came up with a formula to keep AU. in the Guild buf

giving it better financial guarantees.

The document they produced was presented to Athletic Union General
Committee last Friday. In it the Guild'agreed to bear A.U.s rent and
hire charges, salaries, wages and gratuities, stationery and postage,
sundries and audit fees, telephone bills, capital equipment, J.D.S. costs
and Clubhouse deficit on their non-disposable income.

The proposals were put to the meeting and supported by A.U. chair-
man Jim Aukett and Guild President Rod Playford.

They were opposed by the inevitable Gerald Hobley ably abetted by
that loquacious Iakesman Mr. K. (no relation to Jim} Manning.

After much heated argument a vote was eventually taken and resulted
in a 16—16 split. It was then decided that a postal vote be taken on
the issue. The issue is thus in abeyance and sub judice. s

ORIENTEERING

Val & Wendy
for Sweden

.{'}NE of the newest clubs in Ath-
- letic Union, the Orienteering
Club, just two years old last March,
has rocketed to stardom in the
recent BUSF.-UAU.-WIV.AB.
orienteering championships. The
Ladies’ team were the medal win-
ners in the event held in Lough
Forest, mnear Stirling, Scotland.
TUnder the expert guidance of their
captain, Miss Val Pacey, the team
won both the B.U.SF. and the
W.ILV.AB. competitions.

Individual positions in B.IU.S.F.
were Val Pacey 1Ist, Wendy Dodds
12th, Val Jones 22nd, Chris Osmond
and Ros Murphy were unlucky not
to finish the course in their fArst-
ever event. Val Pacey also won the
inevitable W.I.V.A.B. teaspoon as
W.LV.AB. individual winner.

The men's team were not as sue-

' cessful, partly because some team

members were unable to attend be-
cause of pressure of work. E. Finch
(men's captain) was highest placed,

25kl in B.U.SF., 12th in U.A.U. The
other team members were D.
Pitcher, G. Bell, P. Devlin and H.
Calderbank. The B.U.S.F. winners
were Edinburgh, and the WAL
winners were Manchester.

Incorporated in fhis event was an
English, Scottish and Welsh trian-
gular match, E. Finch being in the
team representing the English Uni-
versities.

On the results of this event and
other events this year Val Pacey
and Wendy Dodds have been selee-
ted to represent W.LV.AB. in inter-
national orienteering events in Swe-
den this summer including, the
famous five-day “O"-Ringen event.

E. Finch, who was nominated for
the U.A.U. team which is travelling
in conjunction with the W.LV.A.B
team to Sweden, has yet to hear
the results of the selection commit-
tee's decision.

E. A, FINCH,
Orienteering Captain

I, W o B .
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THEATRES DAY-BY-DAY

Repertory Theatre : Closed 1';01' the move to Broad Street. g WEDNESDAY, MAY 12th

{ Alexandra : May 10th for two weeks : “Not Now, Darling.

May 24th for two weeks : “Love From a Stranger.” “Buddy Miles Express” : Town Hall, 7.45 pm. 65p
Belgrade Coventry : “The Lion in Winter.” “On Liberalism”: Talk of Mao’s Work. Union. 2 p.m.
Midlands Arts Centre : “Old King Cole" and “Growing Up”"—Sex education film made by Dr. Martin
“The Wonderful Lamp.” Cole. Deb. Hall. 1 p.m.,, 1.30 p.m. All tickets taken. |

Birmingham Theatre: “The Red Army."”
Monday-Friday. 7.30, Saturday 5 and 8 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 13th

Film Soc.: “Capricious Summer” by Jiri Menzel.
cINEMA = Haworth Building. 7 p.m.

Babies: “A Threat to our Survival.” Lecture by Mr, Peter

Jacey : “War and Peace.” I.C.P. 715 p.m. i : L = !*
Nextweaks “Tiie Chrisna TorReasiniS tory " .Sc“.ell, City Art Gallery. 1.15 pm. &
“What Do You Say to a Naked Lady ?" i

Odeon New Street: “You Only Live Twice.” __ t
“A Fistful of Dollars.” FRIDAY, MAY 14th
Next week : "Beyn_:nd t_!‘m Valley of The Dolls.” Yes and Lancaster : Union. 8 p.m. 50p
‘Myra Breckenbridge. x S Regency Ball: Lake/Wyddrington. £3 double ticket. ;

Odeon Ringway: “Cotton Comes to Harlem.” TR e ot L 5
LP.C. 650 p.m. “The Last Valley.” Idie Race : Westbourne College. 8§ p.m. 50p i _!

ABC New Street: “The World Forgoet.” LC.P. 7 p.m. i3
Next week : “Up Pompeii.” : SATURDAY MAY 15tll

ABG Bristol Road : “Ryan’s Daughter.” L.C.P. 6.45 p.m, At o e

ABC Selly Oak : “Percy.” L.C.P. 7.40 p.m. A h:vljgght n;ﬁ;:ﬁera : C.B.5.0. Town Hall. 7.30 p.m,

Next week : “10 Rillington Place.” i

Futurist : “When Eight Bells Toll.” Disco: Founders. 7pm. 15p
“The Last Adventure.” L.C.P. 6.45 p.m. Pink Floyd, Faces, Mountain & Quiver: Crystal Palace
Next week : “Nashville with Music.” Garden Party, London, 1 p.m, £1.25.

Gaumont ! “Song of Norway.” L.C.P. 7.20 p.m.

Arts Lab : Thursday, 13th May : “Sanjuro.” 7.30 p.m. ;

“The Milky Way.” 11.00 pm. SUNDAY, MAY 16th
May 20th : “The Wanderer.” 7.00 and 9.00. s SOharli S 7
“Accident” 11,00 p.am. ; Sunday Ffie : ChdlllE.BUbF!lLb, Di_jb'Hall. 7 p.m. 15p ;

Midlands Film Theatre, Cannon Hill : Pretty Things and Regis : Digbeth Civic Hall. 8 p.m. ™ .

Until May 15th : “They Shoot Horses, Don’t They." j '
7.30 p.m.

May 14th: “M." :

May 16th : “Escape From The Sea.” 2.30 p.m., 4.45 p.m. B’IONDAY, MAY 17th
“Duet for Cannibals,” 7.30 p.m. }

May 17th-18th : “History of lh‘.ppolly." Film Soc. : Treasure of Sierra Madre by John Huston. B
10 a.m., 2.30 p.m. Tpm.

EXHIBITIONS : TUESDAY, MAY 18th

The Faces: Town Hall. 7.45 pm. 40p - 80p

Compendium Galleries : Upper Gallery : Alwynne Bowen,
Painting ; Central Gallery : Norah Heler, Embroideries
and Cottages. May 4th to May 22nd.

Muscqm and Art Gallery : Costumes from “The Six Wives WEDNESDAY’ MAY 19th
of I'EL’D_I‘.\' VIIL” Until August 1st, G.B.S.0.: Town Hall. Pieces from Handel/Harty,
Ikon : Until May 29th. Paintings by Jack Coulthard. Mozart, Sain Saens, Britten, 7.30 p.m. 25p-75p

Yes, who appear with Lancaster in Deb Hall, Friday. “The Last Valley”: Odecn Ringway
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