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The Guild of Undergraduates—University of Birmingham

Threepence

g0 YEARS AGO

BIRMINGHAM
DAILY POST

Oct. 2nd, 1880

OPENING

CEREMONY

and address
by Prof. Huxley

AN important addi-
tion was yesterday
made to the educational
institutions of Birming-
ham and the neighbour-
hosd by the formal
opening of Sir Josiah
Mason's College, under
the most happy and
promising auspices.

Although a statement of
the objects of the benevolent
founder and the provisions
qE the trust, together with a
detailed deseription of the
college building and inter-
nal .arrangements have re-
cently appeared in the Daily
Post, it may not be out of
place to repeat that, in ac-
cordance with the foundation
deed, the college has been
established to provide in-
struction, as far as practic-
able, in mathematics, ab-
stract and applied; physics,
mathematical and experi-
mental : chemistry, theoreti-
cal, practical, and applied;
the natural sciences, botany
and zoology, physiology, and
such other subjects as the
trustees may consider may
tonduce to the acquisition of
a:snur_Ld. practical knowledge
ol scientific subjects, mere
literary education being ex-
cluded.

The trustees, however, have
power, if necessary, with the ex-
ceplion of some fundamental
{arov_zs?mns., to alter the course of

eaching and the arrangements
of the college, while they are re-
tin_mrt'd to take these matters

nto  consideration at stated
periods, in order to carry out
desirable revision.

In fact, Sir Josiah Mason’s
Object is to give the inhabitants
af. Birmingham and the district
f]‘rt“_'i' means of carrying on

1?11’ SClEl:!ﬁﬂc studies in their
g‘m locality as thoroughly and
dﬁ completely as this can be
ti41‘ne in the pgreat sclence
-Dc 10015 hoth in this eountry and
v?‘-\ the Continent, being con-
: sl.hced that the position of Eng-
i“d a5 the chief manufactur-
OE:IE;‘uountry in the world can
S be maintained by the

Eﬂ.ms_mon of sound practical
stientific knowledge,

Newspaper
Cuttings

|

FBirmingham
Gazette

Nov. 24, 1884

HE WMason Science
College was opened

on the Ist day of Octo-

ber, 1880, since which
time its operations In
imparting knowledge
have been worthy of
such an institution, and
would have received the
approval of its generous

founder, SIR JOSIAH
MASON.

So largely have the educa-
tional advantages offered by
the College been availed of
that the fund which SIR
JOSIAH MASON left for its
maintenance has been found
inadequate to provide many
requirements that are indis-
pensable to an educational
institution occupying the
position of Mason College.

The building, which is emi-
nently adapted for scholastic
work, was built at a cost of
£60,000, and is a lasting monu-
ment to the beneficence of its
donor, who also bequeathed
land and money which realise
an endowment of £4250 per
annum.

The expenses of general man-
agement amount to £2570 an-
nually, which leaves a balance
of only £1,680 with which to
pay the stipends of the Profes-
S0T5.

When the number of the
tutorial staff and the status
they oceupy .in the scholastic
and scientific world are con-
sidered, it is apparent that this
amount must be inadequate.

Besides, each year brings
with it new scientific discover-
fes for the demonstration of
which fresh apparatus and ap-
pliances are necessary if science
is to be taught with accuracy.
Apain, to stimulate the students
in the attainment of a high
standard of proficiency and to
reward those who distinguish

themselves in their studies,
scholarships and exhibitionsare
required.

The Rise and . .......O0
Birmingham University

the 1850's for it boasted

In 1781 someone had the
audacity to write : “Birming-
ham, like the Empire to
which she belongs, has been
for many centuries travel-
ling uphill, and like that
rising in consequence.”

Except for its Medical School,
whose origins can be traced back
as far as 1768, It possessed 1o
establishments for higher educa-
tion. The present form of Birm-
ingham University can be attri-
puted to the work of two men—
Sir Josiah Mason and Joseph
Chamberlain,

Mason has been described as a
simple, homely, hard - working
man, gifted with a serene dis-
position and considerable natural
ability. It was due to his bene-
faction that Mason College was
opened in 1880. Mason had laid
the foundation stone five years
earlier on the occasion of his
g0th birthday.

In its first year the college
accepted 95 day students and an
equal number of evening stud-
ents. The cost of courses ap-
pears ludicrously low by modern
standards One year's Applied
Mathematics might cost up to
five guineas.

From its opening, the College
expanded rapidly. Mason's in-
spiration was to reach fruition
in the hands of the city’s most
illustrious citizen, Joseph
Chamberlain,

Before Chamberlain had be-
come president in 1898, the
College had already become
“Mason University College.” The
new President favoured a larger
and more comprehensive Mid-
land University,

For several vears he had cam-
paigned and he achieved his
aim when the Charter was
granted on February 24th, 1900,
25 vears less a day since Mason
had laid the foundation stone.

Until this-time the College

had been restricted to Edmund

I : > :I: \

1880-1960 by Richard Jaffa

THOUGH the scoffers fail to realise it, Redbrick has just as fascinating a
history as Oxbridge. The University’s history is bound up with the turmoil
of the Industrial Revolution and the phenomenal pregress of
twentieth century. Birmingham was not as many imagine it a boom town of

society in the

a population of 70,000 in 1800.

Street and the lack of space Was
already being felt. The Edg-
pbaston site was acquired from
the Calthorpe family in the
same year and the new Univer-
sity buildings were opened by
Edward VII a few years later.

Student activity had started
with Mason College. A maga-
zine was regularly published
from 1883 and its content was &
cross between present-day “Mer-
maid” and “Guild News". It
was from the “Mason College
Magazine” that the present-day
safermaid” arcse. Surprisingly,
“Guild News" does not appear
until 1936.

Carnivals, in a different form,
existed before the turn of the
century and are humorously de-
seribed in the work of Francis
Brett Young., Until the first
world war men and women had
no corporate student life to-
gether, and women Were not
allowed into what is today the
University Guild Club in Great
Charles Street. (This part of

the University was opened in
1807 after a considerable efort
on the part of the then Vice-
Chancellor, Dr. Beale.)

Thus the Unlversity as we
know it today is roughly recog-
nisable by 1914. Edmund Street,
to the glee of it5 sterner critics,
can truly be said not to have
changed an iota.

Josiah Mason intended the
building to cater principally for
the sciences and since the build-
ing has had little structural
alteration it is still equipped
with bunsen burmers and fume
cuphboards. The building’'s
dimly-lit labyrinthine corridors,
staircases and libraries form a8
welcome oasis of silence in the
bustle of the City Centre. Now
that rumours of demolition
have been confirmed it is ironic
to reflect that the official his-
tory of the University says:
“Great care was taken in the
erection and in the selection of
materials and the building was
qualified to stand for centuries.”

GUILD of GRADUATES

and

present

in the UNION
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EDITORIAL . ...

&NOTHZER university year has drawn to a close. The
<% wheels of the Guild will cease to move, and the time has
come for many of us to leave these sacred walls. I too, must
lay down my pen and depart into a hostile world.

At the same time, Edmund Street will be closing her
doors as a seat of learning and a true university campus,
envisaged many years ago, will swing into action at
Edghaston.

Edmund Street will be forever in the minds of those who
have worked and studied there. She will be hard to forget.
But, if the university is to play its proper part in the academic
upsurge of this country, it must be prepared to expand.

At Edmund Street, the walls have been filled to capacity
for many years, and there is little room for expansion.
Edgbaston would appear to be the answer to the proposed
increase in size. The student population will, however, be
severing vet another vital link with the City. The student
should be ever conscious of the people around him. Carnival
will virtually be the only contact with the City in the future.

Edmund Street has seen many changes over the past 80
years. [ hope that the numerous incidents recorded in these
pages will be a permanent record of the glory that was once
hers. I intend in no way to provide a pitted history, but
merely to present a list of memories, which follow no chrono-
logical pattern.

Finally, I should like to thank my staff for the many
hours they have devoted to this publication, and to thank
the readers (however few!) for their unfailing support. I
wish my successor a promising year ; a year which will un-
doubtedly produce more changes than have been witnessed
during the entire history of Birmingham University, I am
proud to have been part of that history.

MARK SEAWARD.

ANOTHER HONOUR
FOR VICE-CHANCELLOR

"ET another honour has been bestowed upon the Viee-
Chancellor, Dr. Robert Aitken. FEarlier this month he
was awarded a knighthood in the Birthday Honours List,

Last week he was one of a University of Birmingham that
small and select pand who re- our Vice-Chancellor was one of
ceived honorary degrees from a band that included the
the hand of the new Chancellor Foreign Secretary, Mr, Selwyn
of Oxford University, Haroldus Lloyd, and the Earl of Home,
Macmillan, Prime Minister and The local Press were quick to

_PRESS POST

MERMAID CONTRIBUTION

Sir,

The latest issue of “Mermaid” contains an OZ poem, as
well as a prescription for writing such a poem. This is, of
course, a challenge to write one’s own, and in response we
wish to present the following OZ poem, dedicated to Mother :

Haliway ‘twixt Worcester and Birmingham

weep the anonymous automobiles,

gear-changing, back-firing, mystifying the corpulent
publican.

* #& # fell from the lips of a breasty barfly.

Spread some butter on the bread, Fred, and masticate.
“A bird, a whale,” said Horace, revving up the Morris,
eating a cigarettes with some aplomb

(much as one would eat an atom bomb)

“Feel that dish-rag,” cried a wag.

‘While I'm alive, think anything of me,
But when I die, think only this of me:
- the telegraph poles are rotting at the base ;
my seventh child is dying to birth,

one for every deadly sin:

'@ for the wings of a dragon, and to see the dawn
come up like dandelions in the lawn.
Where is bastardy ?

‘Not in Picardy.

Blood' birth.

After-birth,

mirth.

One should be allowed, I think, to make the comment that
at the time of writing, there were but seven deadly sins.
Yours faithfully,
AVRIL BRUTEN.
MIGK BROWN.

ED. STREET
ASUNDER ?

We shall shortly leave the city

For alas it is a pity

But our very walls are crumbling at the base :
Look your last on things unlovely,

Can you see amid the debris

What a noble structure rears its ugly face ?

For it’s rambling and it’s roomy

If its corridors are gloomy

There's no doubt about it we have got the space :

If you care to stroli for pleasure

You can saunter at your leisure

But you’ll grope your way in darkness round the place.

Shouhd you uitimately weary

Of a decor dark and dreary,

Take a bench, collapse, relax and meditate :
There’s enough accommodation

If it lacks in variation

And does littie more than take your body’s weight.

Rotting rafters thread the ceiling,

On the walls the plaster’s peeling,

And the scattered rubble litters up the floor
Edmund Street is surely falling

And conditions are appalling,

Renovation isn’t in it, there’s no cure.

Basement life is just as hideous :

First Lord of the Treasury, The
recipients of the degrees were
all personally selected by the
Chancellor and it is a fine re-

realise the extent of this honour
as regards the University, but
William Hickey didn't mention
us!

Fur_the few that are fastidious,
Fa_uniities are hetter left ungraced :
*Tis a work of conscious cunning

fiection on the prestige of the Justiciar.

N
0B

Its

(harvellous {Beer)

dJust to get the water running,
Then we filter it before we taste.

Let them expedite decay

In the customary way,

Detonate a high explosive underground :
We'll evacuate the city

For a spot that's far more pretty,

Swell the scientific settlers out of town.

We'll assemble on the plains

And forsake her sad remains,

Carry culture to a climate where she'll thrive :
But in passing shed a tear

And compassionate appear

As is'suitably fitting for the grave.

BLOODY MARY.

" THE
N.US

((RAMMED som,
- among the varj,
notices on the walls of
corridors are the lette
N.U.S. Standing for Nm.‘rs
al Unicn of Studentg o
are probably the mnst‘-w
portant single group of lll'n-
ters in the student wgr[de‘
The N.U.S. was Eormed'
a mational organisatipp [as
the benefit of studens -
1922, Since then it hg g
tablished itself by cha&h
pioning student rights iy, t?;
field of grants and welfarE
and by providing servipes ti
students.- These . inclyde i

Whey
by of
UnifJu

“vacation- job department ,
i "

national Debating Tourn,.
ment, an  Annual Drap,
Festival, a National Studey
Journalist Conference gy
helpful publications sych a5
the careers guide; the Guide
to London and Studey
News — the
student newspaper.

In addition  favourghs
concession rates for sy
dents- have been : arrang,.
with many firms: and 4
per cent discount can oftey
be obtained for necessary
articles ranging from kettles
to engagement Tings. Cgp.
‘cessions both in Englayg

and on the Continent zp

obtainable on production of
the International Student
Identity Card—only .the ol
lege N.U.S. representative
can issue this.

Members find a useful ser.
vice in the Travel Buren
which caters for student
groups travelling for hol.
days and summer and wi-
ter sports. During the Kast
and long vacations the Bu
reau runs special low-post
charter flights. These link up
with charter flights run by
the national unions of other
countries to form a network
of services across the Con-
tinent. They are the cheap-
est fast means of travel for
students during vacalions.

An ancilliary service is
the Hostel at 4 Gordon St
W.C.1. Overnight student
accommeodation can be had
at comparatively short notice
though summer-time crowd-
ing makes it adwvisable fo
book early.
many services requires early

The operation of these
formation of policy and effi-
cieney in its execution.

Folicy is laid down by
delegates from affiliated col-
leges meeting together in
April and November Coun-
cils and is carried out by an
elected executive with the
help of a staff of 40 working
at headquarters offices in 3
Endsleish Street, London
W.C.1. Further information
on any aspect of the above
may be obtained from this
address.

LIBERATED

F ARLY publications “draw b
4 tention to what is, @
strangers, perhaps the most
striking feature of the Masol
College, namely, that within is
walls male and female studens
mingle on terms of perfect
equality,”” although ‘“in cerfain
branches of physiology separaté
classes are, il necessary, tem:
porarily formed." :

“In no direction, indeed B
anything restricted to the sepsl”
ate use of either sex, excepting
the students' common rooM
alone.

(Continued on Page Six)

only  natiops] |

pHOTOGRAPHS BY DOLPHIN

IN CASE YOU
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NOTICED

HADN'T

MERMAID
TAVERN

Possibly the best-known institu-

tion of Edmund Street, the “Mer-

maid Tavern,” was opened on the

21st February, 1950,

Its genial

barman, Arthur (right) will be

performing similar operations at

Mason College is built in the 13th century siyle, of deep red brick

from Kingswinford, with stone from Portland, Bath, and Bolton Wood

for the windows. “The lofty central gable, against which the upper

part of the oriel abuis, is terminated by a mermaid—the crest _m‘ the

generous founder of the institution, Sir Josiah Mason—at a height of
122 feet above the pavement.”

ANATOMICAL
THEATRE

The Old Anatomical Theatre; this
Was situated above the present

Mason Theatre and was burnt out
by a German oil bomb in the early

stages of the 1939-45 War.

e ?«‘3“ th T

P;oto Bedford Lemefe ( 1897)
PATHOLOGICAL MUSEUM

The Pathological Museum, which in its modern (?) guise forms the
History Library, it having fulfilled this function since 1945.

the Union next term.

FOUNDER'S
ROOM

Founders' Room, the glory-hole of
Ed. Streeters, in one of its less

crowded and untidy moments.

The familiar entrance to the Guild Club, Unlike most of I‘fdm.um{
Street, the buildings on the Great Charles Streel side will continue
to be used by the Education Department for a further twelve months.

DEGREE DAY PORTRAITURE

(ATTENDANCE AT ALL CONGREGATIONS)
BY

STANLEY DOLPHIN
IN THE MEN'S LOUNGE, THE UNION
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INTRODUCTION
FROM THE
VICE-CHANCELLOR

AMILIARITY is said to breed contempt, but that is not
always true. Familiarity with the places where we work
together and play together more often breeds affection. So
it has been with Edmund Street, the home of the Arts Faculty
for 60 years, and of many of the other departments of the
University for somewhat shorter times.

It is an affectionate farewell that the Faculties of Arts
and Law now bid to the rooms and corridors of Josiah Mason’s
ambitious Victorian building. To celebrate it “Guild News"
has made a collection of anecdotes and reminiscences of out-

1 standing people in Edmund Street and the notable things
they did.
DR. ROBERT AITKEN.

EPITAPH T

The Editor would like to convey his appreciation ¢
to the special Edmund Street Edition. Y
Templeman. Very valuable assistance was rendereq),
the University and Mason College far easier. Miss':tI
many interesting anecdotes and recollections. The o B itten
and quantity, and for this we are very grateful thoygy 4
we only have eight pages. Those which were purtic&

the Senior Woman Tutor, Miss Macfy

ary

ASCENDING THE
HEIGHTS

WAR AND PEACE AT

EDMUND ST.

'HE}-'IINISCENCES of twenty-eight vears of Edmund Street
+VY __“¥ou must borrow me Gargantua’s mouth first,” and
“Was it fifty lines or so the Editor suggested ?”

now the Guild Club canteen, for
waitress-service meals. One re-
through them one memory pulls members the first shy entrance
another with it out of the chaos, of some women lecturers and a
and changes the pattern one few women Sstudents into the
was beginning to arrange. How former male sanctum, and the
is one to pin them down? ensuing courteous, rather than

Edmund Street in 1932: the enthusiastic, reception by the
spartan—less politely one could male habitués. ;
sav slum-like; the cloakroom My next memory is of the war
with no hot water; the tutor's years—the morning when a
room, ten feet by twenty, per- friend who worked at the top
haps shared for fourteen years of the Norwich Union huildings
with a colleague, wet still, rang up to say, “Is that tall
miraculously, a friend (but after building in the middle of the
all it was one up on the cur- block yours? Well. the top of
tained-off landing which was all it isn't there!"—the end of the
another colleague had). Anatomical Theatre,

we could close our door— There was an A.R.P. warden's
though the partition didn't go _ POSt Where the Senior Common

Memories come in all shapes
and sizes, and as one sifts

by MISS N.

MACFARLANE
(Senior Women Tutor):

Room is now; women fire-
watchers’ camp - beds were
stacked in the Women's Stafl
Room, which was situated at
the blitzed Great Charles Street
end of the building,

We had been all =et for day-
time raids, with routes to the
shelters posted in every class-
room and first-aid given to the
women staff and students by
Mr. Sarsons, a seasoned ambu-
lance man from the Medical
School.

Was there ever a sterner test
of fortitude than to be carried
down the main staircase by four
staggering amateur streteher-
bearers, for the stone steps
looked unfriendly and a long
way down?

(Continued on Page Six)

“The Birmingham Medical School,”
by B. C. A, Windle and W. Hill-
house (1880), p.18, states that:

“The basement is largely occu=
pied by the Engineering Depart-
ment, while the highest part of the
building is occupied by the exten-
sive geological collection, This
latter, by its weight, presumably
serves the useful function of a pin-
nacle, and keeps the rest of the
building steady.

“As the visitor will find, it is
8 long way up to this museum.
Young as the Mason College is,
a few jokes which time will
make historic, already cling
around it; and one of them is
to the effect that the only Presi-
dent of the Council who has
deemed it his duty to make
periodic visits to this museum
was one who, in his day, had
been a famous alpine climber,
Mr. William Mathews, M.A.

“We cannot wouch for the
accuracy of the statement, since
according to the Trust Deeds,
a periodic inspection of every
part of the building has to be
made by two members of the
Council; and, whether he likes
it or not, the President probably
has to form one of this pair.”

up to the ceiling and it Wwas
necessary to warn students in
the corridor below that they
were to all intents and purposes
in the same room. and should
therefore not exchange too
loudly comment and criticism
not intended for our ears,

Then there was the plain liv-
ing of the women's refectory:
meat and two veg. and sweel for
g shilling, tasting much as yvou
would expect for the price; but
seasoned by the conversation of
the women Medics. still with us.
In the yard outside lived a few
hardy but sooty hens, with the
shabby but knowing look of the
city dweller,

Were they something to do
with the histologists who then
inhabited a sort of annexe near
Professor Spencer's room; or
did they serve some purpose of
nutritional experiment for the
Biology students in the “two-
year” Education course which
then existed? When they went,
either by enemy action or aca-
demic decree, their place was
taken by a large static water-
tank erected by the National
Fire Service. This might have
been there to this day but for
the enterprise and elbow-grease
of the head maintenance man
who saw that we had more need
of parking space than of a
stretch of inland waler,

With the reorganisation of
the refectories in the mid-
thirties, both became mixed;
the women's room downstairs
for coffee and snacks, the men'’s

BOURNVILLE
VILLAGE
STEAM LAUNDRY

ACACIA ROAD
BOURNVILLE
Tel, SEL 0564

Offers its services
for all classes of
LAUNDERING AND DRY
CLEANING

IN the early hours of Fri-

" day, December 20th, 1957,
Mr. Walker, then Head
Steward at Guild Club,
made his final inspection of
the premises and all ap-
peared to be well. At 2.45
a.m., however, his flat above
Founder's Room became a
little warm, and closer in-

First-class work

vestigation revealed that the

source of. the heat was
Founder’s Room itself,

Mr. Walker just missed being
trapped by what could have
well developed into an inferno.
The Fire Brigade was called,
and by 8 a.m. the fire was un-
der control, damage being re-
stricted to the room itself.

BLACK FRIDAY FOR
FOUNDER’S ROOM

" | Law entrance;

The extent of the damage
may be judged from this photo-
graph which a member of the
Library Staff tock in the
_r»ruou]dering atmosphere. Dur-
ing the time that Founder's
Room was out of comimission,
the Reading and Writing Room
and the Guild of Dominies
Common Room were used for
all the traditional activities of
this room.

EDMU

Victorian standards

N7
B building and its foundy
best of materials went intg}
feet thick and the old genfly
daily to ensure that nothing
of the College.

It 1s worth noting—hs
building, after nearly a cay
Joseph Mason ever though
to the care he lavished upnj
walls and leaking roofs areid

College building at all bt

century of change and gl

In 1925 the Edmund St builis
still housed, in addition to the Fa
ties of Arts, Medicine and Lav, 8
Departments of Zoology, Bofanyd
Brewing. The latter were transfm
to Edgbaston shortly afterwarnds
then began a swift expansion ol
Faculty of Medicine.

It occupled everything north o
bridge and to the east of Guild (i
whole central area above the ground
the suite of rooms above Law in {hes
wing and a weird nest of rooms H
by the steel door outside the Faculf
these rooms houstd
Department of Midwifery until thel
fer of the Faculty of Medicine (o tht#
Medical School: after that the Facll
Law made some use of them sl
night during the last war wheod
mysteriously disappeared. It W3
night, that the Post Office lost its!
across - Hill' Street and the Arnf
was struck; in facf, so much hep¥
that night and the Universilys’
watchers were so busy in other ar
that it was not until morning i
of their gallant number looked 008
side window on to what is now teS
park.

He should have seen our own 2l
tain neighbouring buildings of itk
stance: what he saw was an opel P
of ground in the middle of which ¥
shallow crater in which reposed what
been three quite useful cars e
Faculty's Gestetner and
couldn’t see them) the latest
its library. He nudged his compan:
asked laconically, “Noticed that?

To return to 1925; in that V£
Library first pushed its way out &
rooms first allotted to it in the Ex'j_
plan (the suite of rooms fo the &
the central corridor) and beget
period of increasing growth which ha ¥
minated in the great New Library
at Edgbaston. =
The Library then contained somt 7
books (now 500,000) and the pri
changing from an unclassified 1085
fied arrangement was nearing 18 "I
tion, The system by which a St'mﬁ :

quired his tutor's signature belort 8
could borrow & book had been but § i
few years abandoned, and the nur
books on loan at one time was 53
that the whole of the issue youchery
be filed in one box a few inches "'fr_n'
entire staff of the Library was S0
sons at Edmund Street and three ¥ i
baston. "

The room into which the Uh&':“‘r

llece
s [0

1o it
s

Hall

iy
o,

gy

b [Edu

finse

f.*

t

panded in 1925 was the one OPP

s Rand

apolo
| were t

I walls are some two
was on the site almost
into the construction

bie—that the original
Larder wear than Sir
e, still bears testimony
Bling brickwork, flaking
iind, not in the original
s accretions which a

b ection and the Senior Lib-
From 1925 to 1945 it housed
iLibrary and no further expan-
Jace (except for the suite of
fices on the eastern extremity)
i of the war when the History
5 transferred to the former
| Museum across the bridge,
issic books going into the old
fuseum. upstairs.

ry basements were all origin-
laboratories (except the old

0f these during the first world
fer Lodge is said to have ex-
with the production of poison

il 193%-45 brought strange
Edmund Street.
Wis tel up in the old strong
the present Senior Common
irden's post to serve the city's
Was located in & small room
e Libra
i of the
R icadenic staff, For the Uni-
# frotectlon a Fire Guard post
What is now the Senior

s staffed by a mixture of
tid n
nucleus was always the aca-
iministrative staff of the
b Uepartments; the students
el by the University, and for

Moloney performed this

nob Dipe when the late Dr.
Em-ﬁtl several of the eccentri-
o 2 Suddenly hroke in with
6 Lshould be at home play-

]\}gell@l against;
15 o 1 o
Birersity ther than torches,

{

f’;iaﬁhelor two torches for
< i .“-'mln did not have one,
b, s cries, the patrol re-

el was § "
b days, ndeed a strange

¥SSTs. Keegan & Evans.

of the

staff making our

Hutton and

hose by Messrs.

¢ University and Guild who contributed
Vice-Chancellor and the Registrar, Dr.
researches into the origins of
aoll and Miss Tyndall at Ed. St. contributed
material was overwhelming in its quality
gise if we have been unable to use it all, but
Keegan and Evans and by

Miss Cheetham.

ST.

was a handsome
sce that only the

upon three sides.
sed since 1945 to house

acquired also in 1945)

A Home

“History base-
dens being mem-

L always mix too well

nted by boys from the
 Which occupied a part
School buildings. These
ired to be called early,

a4 hoy bhlinked an umn-
1, “Nog yet, Mum” and

fire guards were not the

'm”luund themselves out of |
;.g,ht on patrol the faithful
“Dlaining the situation and

He left the group but
naturally,

never was able to

Women members of staff
also had their own table in
this refectory. One of the
chief social occasions during
this period of the Women's
Club was the Leavites' Sub-
per, held in the Refectory at
the end of the summer term
and attended by the women
graduands ; the nimbler of
the first-year students were
given the honour of being
allowed to act as waitresses.

An innovation that fol-
lowed the end of the first
war was the allocation of a
Committee Room (now the
Senior Common Room) for
“the use of men and women
officials of Student Soci-
eties” ; and soon afterwards
there was a plea for a sec-
ond room at Edmund St. for
use as a Joint Common
Room for men and women
students.

It was during the 1920-1930
period that the Guild of Under-
graduates, newly a corporate
body - including both the men
and women students, petitioned
Senate that laboratories should
be closed and no lectures held
in any Department in the Uni-
versity on Wednesday after-
NOoNs:

In those days dress for both
students and staff was plainer
and more formal than it is to-
day. Professors and lecturers
wore gowns for all their classes,
and it was rule, which ve-
mained in force until clothing
coupons created difficulties dur-
ing the 1939-45 war, that stu-
dents must wear gowns for
examinations, One bought one’s
gown, second-hand, almost as
automatically as one bought
one's second-hand books on en-
tering the University.

1940-1960: Again Edmund
Street faced a period of war, but
this time was in actual danger.
Probably at no time in the build-
ing’s history had so many of its
inmates known so much about
the geography of this rabbit
warren,

Three first-aid posts were sel
up in various parts of the base-
ment and the whole of the base-
ment was made available for lec-
tures and classes to adjourn to
when an air-raid waming was
sounded—an event that fortu-
nately did not happen very often
during teaching hours. ,

At night the building was
manned by firewatchers and
there was also a Home Guard
post in the Strong Room in the

(Ed. Srteet Library).

basement.

by Miss Taylor, formerly Secretary
to Sir Raymond Priestley

1920-194(Q 2 auickly-growing university and a

period that saw the completion of
Seience’s removal to Edgbaston and the re-housing on the
new site of Commerce and Medicine.
remark was often made, “When we are all out at Edgbaston
2 not with any particular date in mind, but in the confi-
dent belief that the final move would occur in the foresee-
able future. The women students by this time had their own
refectory (the present refectory), a pleasant room with small
tables covered with linen tablecloths.

Even in the 1920's the

One emerged thankfully from
it at 7.30 a.m,, feeling even after
a quiet night the worse for wear,
and made one's way out to
preakfast, filling one's lungs
with the comparatively [resh
air of New Street.

The firewatching was shared
by staff and students, with their
Warden's Post in the present
Senior Common Room,

The Vice-Chancellor, Sir Ray-
mond Priestley, took more than
his share of duty, and with typi-
cal generosity furnished a lib-
rary for the Warden's Post.
There were sundry “incidents”
the worst of which was the oil
bomb that fell one night on the
room above the Mason Theatre,
formerly the Dissecting Room
and at that time the home of
the Geography Department.

It burnt its way through to
the Mason Theatre, and it was
only the stout efforts of the fire-
watchers, headed by the WVice-
Chancellor and the Head Porter,
Mr. Haytree, that kept the fire
from devouring more of the
building.

Next morning we came into a
flooded centre corvidor, with
Hoses snaking their way down
its length, and an Iimpressive
skyscape reminiscent of the
ruins of Tintern Abbey on view
from various back windows. Mr.
Hayiree, unruffled as ever, was
an example of “business as
usual.’”

The war brought pleasant as
well as unpleasant things. One
of the more interesting memo-
ries is of a group of some 20 re-
fugee students from Poland,
France and Belgium, for whom
a special course was laid on, and
who added to the life of Ed-
mund Street.

The war also completed the
fusion of the men's and women's
refectories. Probably because of
the difficulty in buying food. it
was decreed that the men's re-
fectory (now Guild Club) should
serve cooked lunches to hoth
men and women students and
staff, and that the women's re-
fectory should confine itself to
tea, coffee and light refresh-
ments. B

This arrangement, for various
reasons, did not continue, but it
gerved to establish the principle
that men and women should
take their meals together.

It is not possible to think of
the war and post-war period
without thinking of Sir Ray-
mond Priestley, the third of the
four Vice-Chancellors to use
Edmond Street as their head-
quarters.

So far as the students were
concerned he was probably the
pest-known of our Vice-Chan-

* cellors and is remembered with
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Received from
the Registry

Mr. Editor,

; I first climbed up the steps of Mason College on the 2nd
of October, 1931, as a very young student come to read his-
tory. Years later T came back to teach there, and, in the
early part of the last war, I stood for many nights on the
roof near the Examination Hall to watch the City burning
all round.

We thought that Mason College would be consumed in that holo-
caust, but its fabric proved unexpectedly tough, and it survived to house
more teachers and students than it had ever housed before.

Mason College of my student days came to an end when the
Faculty of Medicine moved to Edgbaston in 1939 and medical students
departed from the Founder's room.

However, I was only really convinced that the davs of the place
were numbered, when G. L, Haytree, Head Porter for many years,
retired a little time ago. He had sat in his box there as long as I could
remember, and he did me the great kindness, although the door had
long been shut, of letting me in late one Black Friday to see whatl kind
of degree I had managed to achieve. I felt that Mason College could
not survive long without him, and it seems that I was right.

Yours sincerely,
GEOFFREY TEMPLEMAN
(Registrar).

POYNTING F.RS.

YROFESSOR J. H. Poynting, M.Sc., Sc.D,, F.R.S,, was the
L first Dean of the Faculty of Science, occupying the Chair
from 1900 to 1913, One of his greatest contributions to scien-
tific progress was the accurate weighing of the Earth.

The balance was enclosed in
a Jarge wooden case, lined inside
and out with tinfoil, the metal
surface reflecting radiation fall-
ing on it from outside and
radiating little to the inside,
and so lengthening out and re-
ducing fluctuations of tempera-
ture. The apparatus was In a
closed cellar and the tilt of the
balance beam was observed by &
telescope through a hole in the
floor of the room above. This
hole is seen in the photograph
and the room remains compara-
tively unaltered. The pair of
size eight boots have only been
superimposed for the sake of

clarity.
M.R.D.S.
R.H.J.

‘MERMAID’

will be on sale

This was accomplished in the
most. humble  surroundings,
namely a wooden lean-to in the
vard, below the students’ cloak=
room in Edmund Street, a strue-
ture used in recent years as &
carpenters shop.

This experiment is best de-
seribed in Poynting’s own words
in his book “The Earth”, pub-
lished in 1922.

He “saw the possibility of
using the common balance to
measure the attraction between
two masses and made some pre-
liminary trials which ultimately
led to an experiment, wheh was
carried out at Birmingham.

The balance was of the type
used at mints to weigh out
pullion. It had a specially strong
beam four feet long. It was sup-
ported on two brick pillars.

1n order to prevent the yibra-
tions due to street traffic and to
the shutting of doors in the
puilding, one course of brick=
work in each pillar was replaced

py & number of indiarubber NEX.T WEEK
blocks, e

: : i itor also invites
affection by many of them. His The Ed Lo 20y S
accessibility, his lack of for- contributions for next
mality and his great generosity, term’s edition as soon as

both with his time and money,
earned him the name of “the
students' Vice-Chancellor.”

Though Edmund Street has
now lost the honour of housing
the Viee-Chancellor it can look
back with pride on the famous
people who were part of its
daily life and who contributed
so much to the development of
the University.

It would be invidious to pick
out names, though a dozen
spring at once to mind, but we
should, in leaving Edmund
Street, remember those men
who by their scholarship, their
far-sightedness and their de-
votion to the ideals of a uni-
versity, helped to mould this
University in the early part of
its life.

possible.
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PRIOR TO
REINCARNATION

The dissecting room. Certain sections of this room partitioned off now
formr part of the Guild Club,

session.

circles.

Traditional ways and atti-
tudes die hard on both sides,
and one can see certain diffi-
culties such as relations be-
tween the long-haired and

This plmlngrnjh was taken in 1897,
Photo : Bedford Lenrere

PRIAT

BOOMING...

Today, on every hand, discovery and development bring
the promise of better living. But it is production that
makes reality of that promise. I.C.I., for example, speni
£5,000,000 on developing ‘Terylene’ polyester fihre—and
will soon have expended ten times that sum on building
and equipping plants to make it. Only investment on this
scale could ensure that test-tube ounces of ‘Terylene’
were gquickly translated into plant tonnages—to make
crease-resisting, shrink-proof, long-lasting ‘Terylene’
dresses, skirts, suits, blouses, shirts; attractive and
durable ‘Terylene’ curtains and furnishing materials;
and conveyor belting, ropes, hoses, sails and fishing-
nets. I.C.I.’s investment in ‘Terylene’ is only part of the
Company’s £375,000,000 post-war expansion programme
that has done much to promote the booming vitality of
life in the mid-20th century.

LIFE
Is

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD., LONDON, S.W.1

ANOTHER
BIG MERGER

Something in the Campus
by Summon

IN the past guarter various groups of shareholders have

been meeting to elect their new boards for the next
At all those I attended the constantly recurring
theme was—the new merger—Edmund Street and Edgbaston,
a shot-gun marriage brought about by higher authority. This
enforced union is viewed with mixed feelings by those who
have so long reigned supreme in local business and executive
All alike acknowledge the great organisational
economies now possible and hope the larger union thus
created will help to increase the output of the main product.
Nevertheless there are obvious emotional twinges behind the
intellectual acceptance of this fait accompli and we might
well speculate on the reasons why. ;

aesthetic and the empirical
and strictly functional.

We can compare the erammed
quenes and hourly in-flow and
out-flow like academic locks
with the semi-permanent resi-
dence of less-regulated literary
life. There is bound to be an
inecrease in coffee consumption
and also in cigarette ash re-
turns and tannoy usasge whilst
we may expect further compe-
tition in another field of secarce
resources—females.

They have
scarce commodity
Social Studies Department is
considering how best to meet
this challenge where they have
hitherto been supreme.

Others see it as no challenge
at all and rather dread the in-
flux of reputedly poor-quality
finish femininity = which will
greatly add to the erush with-
out improving the scenery.

Equally hotly this is denied
by those more intimately asso-
ciated with the Edmund Street
branch who see a distinet im-
provement in relationships and
communications as a result of
the merger.

Debate has been long and
flerce in some quarters, pessi-
mistic and resigned in others.
Over long pints in board meet-
ings the wvarious implications
have been turned over” and pos-
sibilities discussed. The bridee
specialists foresee greater com-
petition for provisions as their
less-lectured arts counterparts
can establish earlier claims to
the facilities. is  some

f There is
mention of partition to avoid

been a
and the

always

difficulty, or separate legislation
to allow each to develop separ-
ately within their own particu-
lar cultural tradition.

A  well-known but Ilittle-
respected observer of the cam-
pus scene was heard muttering
in his beard about the event
“providing an excellent oppor-

tunity for the increased inter- |

communion of intellects aeross
the barriers of various depart-
mental disciplines." He also
hoped the new situation would
be mutually beneficial; he was
sure we had a lot to learn from
each other. His parting com-
ment was something about not
treading the fag ash into the
carpet and the need to be maore
tidy and considerate beeause of
the erush which was bound to
develop.

For myself, I am impressed
by the way in which this newer
and yet, more established
ijger unit is preparing to re-
ceive the evacuees from that
uneconomic and rotting pile of
Ed. St. Scarcely anyone seems
to believe it will just happen;
most are anticipating difficul-
ties and laying plans, Edmund
5t. may have had a warmth
and intimaey peculiarly its own,
but it was old-fashioned, poorly-
designed and uneconomical, and
in this twentieth century of
efficiency -and. . progress the
fresher air of a more objective,
scientific Edgbaston must pre-
vail.

Its vast new buildings, well
laid out, strictly. functional and
trimmed for economy, are a
great example of what the new
arrivals are coming into. It will
be for them to fit into this new
mould and try to make -the
humanities breathe again in a

|

new community.

WAR
AND

PEAGE

(Continued fyy,
page 4)

But can . any of ug wha
the war years here (ang i
vears lust after it, Whiely wlhe
in some Ways even moe au:t::
As numbers grew ang l“’;tr'
tions remained harshy, fy |
think  also of the 111domu;1h
people not. tsually 111:::1:1:,,1“;I
the academic records wyyg E;_"
us through them? | 1

“Elsie”, M1is. Jones, {he
~tory. caterer;. the Iafts, e
trained, unorthodox, pgq
many of her-ideas, bug gep
defeated, unsparing of hap o
time and effort, and S0meligy
inspiving her staff to Be 1y
same, went her own way {g g,
sure that her patrons we i
as well as conditions Wil
allow. It was no fault of I
if the sausage was mainly sy
flour and the steak whalpne
If anything was to he got, sha
got 1t (rumour had it that whe
there was word of something
“off the ration” to be had, Figy
would have the entire domesty
staff, porters included, quens
up to secure the pound g g
allowed to each cusbome),
Come weather o' blitz, brown
gas and water mains, sleeks
nights and interrupted hus s

Tefes,

vices, the old hands of iy
domestic staff - never lef y
dowmn.

Elsie, Florrie and Edith, Hi
tree and ‘Bridgewater, and ai
vour fellows and successorwh
have seen generations of sl
and students come and go, od
and faithful friends in waramd
peace; let us salute you, for v
also were a part, and that
the least, of Edmund Street.

COMMENT

\ LTHOUGH many W
% rejoice at the clos
of Ed. St. an era dies wia
it and a great tradition wil
be lost to posterity. We wil
be accused of sentiment anl
anti-progressive, but this i
more than a romantic i

sion to which we are
ing.

The loss of Ed. ‘St. represeiid
the passing of a particular r__..d
of education. Beautiful buil
ings are not the sole crite
of an educational establishmed

The well-tried methods of oif
elders deserve more credit ghat
they are usually given. For th
reason we now Spo b e
history of this Univ
some of the events w
given it its present s
portance. Few people ever oo
sider these facts which to the
three-year resident seem i L
nificant, but history is greate!
than all of us and we ared
part of it.

LIBERATED

(Continued from Page TWO

“The Mason Gollege was.
first institution of importels
in which ‘the = experiment ©
mixed education was given =
fair trial, and the bitterest 000"
nent of the system ram‘:lof‘
this case deny its success.

These quaint facts 8t _leaqu
disprove that we sadly n}lb'Jud;_
the Victorians on certain 0070
sions. We are indebted for %
quotations to “The Birmingi¥
ll-a'Iedical “School”, published
1880 .

i eras

THE en
pizarre ch
gands

it now di lapidated frame.

Hew many of those thous-
ands will be remempered as
jong as Ed. Street itself ? I .
somehaW feel:  that -Ged.f-ﬂl
HutchingSF\\’ho leaves Bir-
mingham - at: the end of this.
term 1G g0 as & ]gctur‘er n
English to the: Ur_uvers;ty of
Montpellier—-wnl be one of
the. few who WIL.L b( Te-:
membered. . Fors diminutive
Geoff, a man of many parts
and many moods, has left a
mark it will ‘take long to
¢ from the memories of
those who have come into
contact with him during his
three years in Birmingham.

Buy how can one analyse the

mark ne has made? To most
pEOplE, he must appear as th_e
imepressible  clown, with his
whiting, overflowing humour
md that rubbery face which
wan produce such an inexhaust-
jhle range of expressions,

GEOFF
HUTCHINGS

d of Ed. Street is near. but the memory of its
aracter will live on in the minds of the thou-
who have studied, drunk, chatted and argued within

Yes, Geoff will probably be
remembered by many people,
because he made them double
up with laughter far more than
any one else.

From a mere impersonal
point of view, he will certainly
be remembered for his telling
performances for G.T.G. and
the Cercle Francais, in such
parts as Tartuffe,
(“L'Avare”), “Bosola, (“Duch-
ess of Malfi"), Doctor Chasuble,
(“The Importance of Being
Ernest”),- Sir Tim Bellboys
(“Penny for ‘& Song™), and the
Producer (“Six Characters in
Search of an Author™).

And then there are those who
will remember him as Geoff the
pole-vaulter, in his high-flying
role for the Athletics Club. In
fact he has participated suc-
cessfully in many spheres of
Guild activity—showing the ver-
satility and dedicated applica-

tion which characterises his
whole outlook.
But behind this glittering

facade of seemingly unlimited

AND ABOUT TIME TOO

] for cne shall not be shedding sentimental tears when the

Arts Faculty leave Ed. St.

One year is long enough to

appreciate all the disadvantages of decayed Victorian Gothic,

but

haps not long enough to develop a perverse love for

ite squalor, And one has only to inspect the plumbing to

NRaturally, to the people who
have studied there for years,
the place must hold many memni-
but to the newcomer who
w0t only one session Iin
g world of Ed. St., Edg-

sion has been from the be-
ginning the centre of the Uni-
Next year the Aris
1 vill be on the spot to
prove that the Arts are not as
irelevant to the technological
their Cinderella-like

might have sug-

course, there ave some Ed.

who, in the words of
‘Guild News”, love their fiith.
But 1 5

gest that they are suf-
m a romantic delusion
uld be wise to dispel
they leaye the pre-

Raphaelite gloom of the Eng-
lish
T

Theatre hehind them.
is nmo special virtue in
g in discomfort. The
of shakespeare will not
| hidden depths in the icy
1ghts of the Ed. St. Library
will not be equally appar-
L 10 centrally-heated and air-
‘nditioned luxury at Edgbas-
O Nor will the poeetry of

—_—

B_htain your Officially
Authorised Golours from—

d. W, HICKS,
91 The Parade,
Sutton Goldfield.
Tel, SUT 3629,
Or from the UNION SHOP

GUTFn‘TER by appointment
for over 35 years,

i
The University Specialist.”

| see that squalor is the only suitable word to use.

Beaudelaire seem more beauti-
ful in the dim light that filters
through grimy stailned glass
than in the clear daylight of the
new Arts Block. To hanker
after the days when poets pined
in garrets and to study was to
starve is sheer romantic ideal-
ism and we should be thankful
that for us the way to know-
ledge, if not to wisdom, is made
S0 BQSY,

vet even though one may wel-
come the move ab a material
level, we should not forget that
in loging Ed. St, we are losing
the roots of the Universily. As
a Redbrick University we have
no ancient colleges and ‘even
academic dress is kept for spe-
cial occasions, Almost the only
“tradition” we have is personi-
fied by Ed. Street.

Yet it was there, in the centre
of the city, that the University
was founded. When we leave
the city centre we should not
forget that it was the wealth
and foresight of its business
men that founded the Univer-
sitv. Ed. St., where we worked
to the sounds of traffic, was
never in danger of becoming an
ivory tower, but Edgbaston
might.

Abstractions aside, however,
one can only hope that not too
many Ed. Streeters have to ask
the way to the Union, and not
too many set out with the firm
intention of bringing Culture to
the Coffee Room. After all, the
conversation in Founders' Room
has never been over-intellectual.
It may be that once we are re-
leased from our gloomy pseudo-
Gothic seat of learning, we may
wake upto the fact that this is
1960, and we may do as much
good to the sclentists as they
will undoubtedly do to us.

Maureen Jones
(English 1.).

La Fléche *

success and popularity, there is
a different Geoff. And one be-
comes more and more tempted,
as time goes by, to believe that
this is the real person. Not the
wit, the actor or the tumbling
clown—but in reality, a quiet,
pensive young man with a brow
which is often furrowed, and
eves which, when they do not
flash with impish humour, have
a distant yet intensely ques-
tioning look about them.

Perhaps that is why, to those
who know him a little better
than most, he is a person of
many moods — ebullient one
moment, dejected the next, and
nothing makes him more de-
jected than those people who
only seem to want him arcund
for a laugh. Often he is frus-
trated by the part he plays,
wishing instead to be accepted
simply for himself and not for
his ability to act the “Court
Jester.”

Be that as it may, the theatre
seems to offer tremendous op-
portunities for Geoff. He was
elected the Best Actor at the
recent MN.U.S. Drama Festival
sponsored by “The Sunday
Times," and several knowledge-
able people have strongly urged
him to take the plunge and
make the theatre his life.

Geoff is the only one who
doubts his own abilities, and
at the moment he feels unable
to take the step which could
mean so much to him.

Geoff Hutchings remains an
enigma—an. actor with the pos-
sibility of a brilliant future, but
who has not the self-confidence
to fully recognise his own
ability.

D.S.

MEET FOR
THE STEW

N case the pun escapes
- you this stew is in the
form of an intimate (in
what way intimate the
poster does not explain) late
night revue.

I am informed that this form
of entertainment, imposed upon
the University by G.T.G. in the
last week of term, is wildly
amusing, fantastically flinny,
and generally worth the half
dollar that the tolerant meni-
bers of the Guild are being
stung for this time.

Under the capable hands of
‘impressario Peter Louis Deitch,
rejects from the Old Vie and
the BEast Cheam Theatrical
Soeciety, such as Rodney Cleven.
Bunny the Body Reid, Miss
Pauline Asbury (late of “The
Hole”), and Miss Linda Man-
ning, are appearing at 10.15 p.m.
as from next Monday.

Weightlifting

Weightlifting may be a Cin-
derella sport in England, but
here Bill Forshawe looks more
like an Ugly Sister as he presses

150lb. above his head at the
Birmingham University Health

studio, a disused and now
scarred Squash court attached
to the Gymnasium,

Anyone can come and train
with weights, either for sport
(like Howard Payne, the 200ft.
hammer-thrower), general At-
ness or competitive weightlift-
ing. The latter is an Olympic
sport, incidentally.

A. B. Wigginton,
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ORE POINT

—A LOCAL STORY WITH A
WORLD OF MEANING

HE other day | met a girl friend of mine looking rather
sad and tearful. It took a long time to explain, but it was
a simple story. She is one of those twice-blessed girls who is
guite attractive and.yet manages to be friendly with all sorts
of people without breaking too many hearts. Her friendships
extended to many nationalities and this was where the diffi-
culties had begun, not for her, but for some of her acguain-
tances who saw something vaguely suspicious or immoral in
the fact that she went to a few dances with a non-white
student—and so the stories began to circulate, until even-
tually she heard them.

This is not an wunusual
story except in the clarity
with which it shows on the
local level, the changing
world situation and the diffi-
culties of adjustment as the
countries of the world are
forced closer together. Tao-
day the boundaries of race
and nationality are becom-
ing blurred and for the first
time we are having to learn
to live with a new dimen-
sion in our relationships,
that of multiracialism.

mittee was elected to prepare
the ground, collect ideas and
report back to a meeting on
July 4 in the Lesser Hall when
the new committee and policy
will be decided.

The change from an insular
- and ‘all-white Great ‘Britain to
a country with alarge coloured
minority is still - taking place
and is the . inevitable result of
past “developments.  There are
"bound to be tensions and diffi-
culties; thers always are when
strangers have to learn to live
together. It is the aim of
S.CARS. to try to ease this
transition by gathering and
spreading Information and aect-
ively helping in whatever ways
possible in the building up of
mutual knowledge and trust
between races. If you are inter-
ested in this venture, with all
} its future potential, then come
i
i

For some it is relatively easy
to aceept those of another
natiopality or colour into their
circle of friends; for others it
is more difficult, usually either
beeause of lack of knowledge
about the other's background
and origin or because of fear.
This fear is less of the new-
comer than of oneself; it is a
lack of self-confidence, an in-
ability to relax and respond
easily and makes people blame

along and give your support on
July 4.

The meeting will be preceded

t at 12 noon by a Special Gen-
. eral Meeting of the Presidents’
South Africa Society when it

the object rather than the will be proposed to merge the
source. Society with the new 5.C.A.R.S.
: group. The wider appeal of

5.C.AR.S.is the newly-formed  the new body will include with-
Student Campaign  Against in it the needs of South Afri-

Racial Segrepation which held

R : can students. For further de-
its inaugural meeting on June

tails in the meantime, contact

15 to discuss ways and means Maleolm Sweetman (B. Comm
of promoting racial tolerance II)y or Ahmed Mohammed
wherever and whenever pos- (Social Science I).

sible. A small temporary com- KIM.

BRIDGE COLUMN

ANSWER TO LAST PROBLEM:

It must be assumed that the Jack of Clubs is singleton
and that East will make a trump trick. Many players would
immediately take the heart finesse and bewail their bad luck
when it proved unsuccessful. However, Six Clubs can be
made by careful end-play.

first trick is

en in dummy and declarer |
scarding a lLieart. He plays a
s hest defence is to di
diamonds (discarding three hea
then ruffs the three of Diamond:
tion is as follows:

ays ofl twe
third round ol s

Norlh
S50
H @
D
g A
West East
S Q10 5
H O '
D J D
c € 10, 8,°T
South
5
H: b
D
C 955 4
Declarer plays a spade from table. If East ruffs with the ten

If East discards or ruffs low, South rufts
or over-ruffs. He returns to table on the Ace Ioi Cll‘l:lf'm ;md_ :’J]ﬂ[_\_‘.:'. It_he
other spade. If East has discarded on the previous trics he is .]Ef' “-.u.l:
ten and eight of clubs and can only make one Lrick. hnmlm]_\.lu’ hv;
has ruffed low on the previous trick he only nm_kc_'s‘ the ten and South
has made Six Clubs. A. NURK-BID.

COUNTY

of BROAD STREET

declarer discards the heart.

for NEW AND USED
SCOOTERS
MOTOR-CYCLES

BUBBLE CARS

on the very best of terms

266 BROAD ST, (Mid.&508)
and 266 STRATFORD ROAD,

SHIRLEY
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GUILD

COUNCIL

The Final Meeting of Guild Council for session 1959/60
will be held in the Council Room, the Union, Edgbaston, on

MONDAY NEXT, ath JULY, 1960, 5.15 p.m.

It is essential, repeat, essential, that all members of Council make

every effort to be present at this most important meeting.

The last

two convened meetings hud to be abandoned as Council was inquorate,
and it iz hoped that there will be no recurrence of this unfortunate

incident,

To he discussed at the meeting are a number of reports including
the reports of the Guild Treasurer and Guild Secretary. Under considera-
tion will be the first report of the Ad Hoc Committee and reports of all
the Guild Standing Committees and all the other trappings of Gulld

Council,

Don't miss the Stanley-Betteridge swan-song!

1.5.G.

Moment— A
New Magazine

BIBMINGHP\M University, as compared with many other
Universities, has relatively few publications to its credit,
therefore it is of considerable interest that a new magazine is

starting production.

“Moment”, as its editorial
states, “sets out to be a journal
of religion and culture” aimed
at all sections of the University
community and, judging by the
titles of the articles in this edi-
tion, there should be something
to interest everyone who has
any regard for other people and
their problems of life,

The form of the editorial is
somewhat strange for & new
magazine in that it is divided
into three short sections of

Pretty resolute?

clutch of whatsit?

How’s your moral fibre?

Undaunted by the fell

Hard gemlike thingummy?

Or is the only thing that
will get you out of
bed on Sunday morning

the knowledge that

THE OBSERVER

is lying there, fat and inviting,

with its Crisp congruities

of words and print?

which only the first (and short-
est) deals with the magazine
itself. The other two sections,
although interesting in them-
the heading of ‘“editorial”. It
selves, do not really come under
would have been preferable to
have made Tfull-length articles
out of one or both of them.

Kenneth Garlick's article on
some of the lesser known Italian
paintings in the Barber Insti-
tute will remind many people
that we have a fine collection
of paintings on our doorstep.
Perhaps one of the reasons why
50 few students take any inter-
est in the Barber Institute is
that they know so little about
what it contains: this article
may help remedy the situation.

The real “meat” of the maga-
zine from the point of view of
bringing forth ideas for discus-
sion is contained in the articles
by Geoffrey Ostergaard and
Keith Wilkes.

The first article is concerned
with the “Beatniks” dand the
Beat Generation”. Ostergaard
claims that the so-called “Beat-
niks" reject the morals and
polities of Western society be-
eause they cannot stomach
the rottenness of Western eivi-
lisation and that their way of
life is a form of religious quest,
a “striving towards the sense of
ultimate enlightenment.” Al-
though bringing forward some
interesting ideas as to why
there are “Beatniks”, the author
offers no solution to the prob-
lem of re-integrating these
people back into society: per-
haps this will come in another
edition,

In the last article, “The Truth
God", the Rev, Keith Wilkes
puts forward the Christian point
of view on the nature of truth.
He equates truth with God and
argues that it is “God the Truth
that enables us to recognise
reality”: that he alone can help
us to lead better lives. Although
to my non-Christian mind, little
of what is contained in the
article can seriously be believed.
the Christian point of view is
competently expressed,

“Moment™ is quite well pre-
sented for a duplicated maga-
zine apart from a few obvious
minor faults and one looks for-
ward to an even better second
edition,

J. H, Gunn.

PERSONA|
COLUMN

CARNIVAL MAGAz

The Editor wishes t, ,';"‘ﬂn.-
that contributions for gy
Magazine should pa Sllhr'nn"‘
to him at contributore m'l‘i“l
convenience via Carnim
Hole, Pleen

SUMMER CONGREgg
Universities Federatigp for gy
mal Welfare will pe hmm
Culham  College, sy
Berks.,, from September 16ty
22nd, 1960. Reduceq Tates ¢,
students. Further detail
be obtained from Mark R !
Seaward via “Guilg Nis
pigeon hole. :

MANY OF YOU will b lea
ing us this year (either yy,
tarily or otherwise), May
take this opportunity of Teming
ing you to take out at |egs o
year's subscription of " Builg
News". Ten shillings per angy,
including postage, or terms,

GUILD SERVICES. Supg,
July 3rd, 6.30 p.m., Going Dy
Service (preacher, The gpg
lain); Tuesday, July 5th %
a.m. Holy Communion: Thige
day, July Tth, 12.15 pm, Huly
Communion; Daily Prayer, gy
a.m. and 5.10 p.m.

—_—

“BIRMINGHAN
POST" POETRY
PRIZE, 1959

The Prize has been awarns
to Mr. D. L. W. Gill, apst
graduate student in the D
partment of Education.

The entries submitted by Mg
Ayril Bruten, a secondy
student in the Department o
English; by Miss Fay Friend §
second-year Medical studes
and by Mr, L. M, Brown, a pek
graduate student in the Depark
ment of Physical Metallugi
were commended.

The anonymity of other e
ries has been preserved, Eu:
rants may collect their mank
seripts from the Faculty Ofi
The University, Edmund Stred.

T

AIR SQUADRON’S
SUMMER  VACATION

NINE members of the Squadron's Airfield Construclié
Flight will be flying to Cyprus on the 18th July, 1960, fif

a stay of a fortnight.

They will be based at Akro-
tiri on the Sputh side of the
Island, where we hear that the
bathing is superb but, in addi-
tion to the delights of a Medi-
terranean Holiday, there will
e a serious side to the expedi-
tion. This will not be so ambi-
tious as the construction of a
new airfield, but will consist of
reconnoitring and surveying an
area for a new airfield site, as
well as more mundane tasks
such as earth moving and soil
testing.

Other Squadron members will
be nearer at home undergoing
a concentrated course on Civil
Engineering Plant Operation,

This course takes place at
Wellesbourne Mountford, and
includes the servieing and
operation of excavators, bull-
dozers, graders, scrapers, and
ditchers.

Last wyear flying members
spent a fortnight at the Battle
of Britain airfield at Tang-

mere. This year the pilots &
to Martlesham Heath, nesr &
wich, in August and early =
tember. It is hoped to B
rupt the intensive fving F*
gramme which is planned &
order to get across to the mF
by Wattisham Airfield to flf 'a
Hunters belonging to the war
famous No. 111 Sguadrof.

RENAISSANCE HDLID’{S
FOR INTERN ATIONA

FHIENDSHIP_S! §

For First Glass Holidays ¥
Cost Price.

Camping, Working, Grulsité

and Cultural Holidays "™~
Jugosiavia, Greece, Sicl
and Poland.

Arranged in co-opperation

their National Youtl

Movements. 3
Inclusive from £29-10"
Write— d

Renaissance Holidays Lits

(Non-profit-maki I’-

28 Pinchley Road.

St. John's Woed, Londor,

with

N
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