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Is it really

Friday, Sept. 30, 1360
d of Undergraduates—University of Birmingham

Threepence

necessary?

By John Gunn

siNcE I came to the University, four years ago, 1 have been
aware of the popular pelief that between Aris students
and Science students there exists an irreconcilable diffierence

in outlook. .B' P.
Western civi

Snow claims that the intellectuals of our
lisation are split into two groups, “the two cul-

tures,” “who have almost ceased to communicate at all.”

extent, at least, this
fits in with the pat-
. main reason for this,
g claim. 15 purely geo-
the Arts and
faculties in different
it is not  surprising
e is little communica-
een the two. Bub ‘I
the reason lies much

as I do, that this
exists, lel us examine
the attitudes of the so-
ists (I prefer the word
51 and Scientists con-
each others field of

he one hand the Human-
“that Science has
do with the life of
dual” and on the other
» Sclentist says “that
talk a lot of non-
men who have lived
ing which is based on
no factual evidence.”
s of view are equally
ed.

The individual
Contialy to the first point  of
’ ence has very much to
life of the individual.
tely, this fact is all too
v overlogked. Take for
the crass stupidity of
icians (most of whom
graduates) over atmos-
ution due to the test-
rger and more awesome
1 bombs, Only after a
iggle did they begin

te and respect the
the Sclentists on this

L

void mistakes like this, it

have a general
of Science and its im-

plications sufficient to respect
the views of the experts in any
one branch.

On the other hand, the second
view is equally narrow. The
lives of men who have passed
before are a useful guide as to
how men should live today—if
he wants to improve his civilisa-
tion. For the scientist to shut
himself off from the world and
wWao on projects such as the
building of even better ways lor
man to destroy man is abviously
wrong. By not thinking of the
mistakes other men have made
pecalse of lack of knowledze of
the humanities and by not think-
ing of the social implications of
thelr machines of destruction,
these men whose knowledge
could build the world Into a
better place are bringing it
nearer to destruction.

Simple answer

But what is the relevance of
this to life within a Univer-
sity?—the answer is simple: the
studenits of today will be the
politiclans and scientists of to-
morrow, and if no attempt is
made to bridge the gulf between
the two ways of thinking (or
more correctly not-thinking) in
the Universities the situation
will not improve.

1 have one suggestion to make
and that is that it would be a
good idea if the University Open
Lectures were extended in some
wav so as to provide lectures of
seientific content (these need
not be as dull as such lectures

are believed to be) for Arts stu-"

dents and lectures' on the
Humanities for the Science siu-
dents.

It is difficult to judge what
sort of support these would re-
ceive, but anything which could
possibly reconcile the two points
of view is worth a try.

FRESHERS' EDITION

JOIN THE
QUEUE

The Five Faculties
meet on one Campus

By Margaret Righton—Vice-President

TT seems to have become a custom for the Vice-President

to welcome the Freshers in the pages of Guild News. The
last year's Vice-President had to because the President was
in Russia at the time; and this year's President, Tony Goss,
has asked me to write to you on his behalf because when this
paper went to press he was still in America. Doubtless next
year's President will not be outdone by his predecessors'

wander-lust.

Well, vou have arrived at the
University, and it is with great
pleasuve that I welcome you on
pehalf of the President. myself
and the Guild of Undergrad-
uates. Alas, we regret that for
a time you may not be as com-
fortable as we had hoped, for
yOu 5eg, you are so great and we
are s0 small—in the Union build-
ing, I mean, that I quite tremble
when I think of the crush there
is going to be at meal times un-
til the new Union extensions are
really finished.

think there are no students,
even the most perennial, who can
remember 4 time when bulldings
were not going up around them,
and the past three vears have
certainly seen drastic changes of
sky-line,

Wooden Planks

Those who came this way be-
fore you have been sorely tried.
Wooden planks have served as
roads, and prefabs as lecture
rooms. Our nerves have been
subjected to an unending series
of harsh sounds, and many a
visual shock as building after
building appeared. All this was
in preparation for 1960, this year
when the Law and Arts Facul-
lies have finally left the city for
the land of cricket and engineer-
ing—Edgbaston.

vou are fortunate to be start-
ing your days here when stu-
dents of all faculties are together
(if a little crushed) on the same
campus. Many of you will have
e new buildings to work in,
and when our Union is finished,

it will certainly be one of the

best in the country.

Tony Goss

UNIVERSITY SHCP
EDGBASTON

STANFORD & MANN LTD.

Peaceful time

I hope that you will use this

| comparatively  peaceful time

Conference to become

72 NEW STREET || familiar with the Union and
BIRMINGHAM, 2 make vourselves at home before

3,000 other people come along,
many as new to these surround-

for all your Stationery requirements

ings as you. and reduce the space
and swell the meal queues even
nore.

Because of the inevitable con-

lines,

Tn the Lower Corridor, Main Building, at
Edgbaston, we stock all the approved
Exercise and Loose Leaf Books, together
with a comprehensive range of stationery

For Gt. Charles Street students, our New
Street Shop (opposite the G.P.O.) is open
daily from 8.45 am—5.30 p.m.

fusion which will arise in the first
days of the term. it is even more
important than usual for the
Freshers to grasp quickly what
is expected of them and how best
to use the Union facilities.

Last Year

After last vear's conference,
% one Fresher wrote * . . . Having
i been welcomed and welcomed

and welcomed . .. and wel-
comed, we were ignored.” E
think he was wrong there.

After the Conference you will
not be ignored but we shall
certainly not subject you to any
more conducted tours, organised
meals and words of advice.

We shall be pretty exhausted
by then ourselves. That will be
the time for you to wander alone

for a while, and if anything
puzzle . do ask! Three years
might nd a long time to you
at the beginning of your Uni-
Versity ca b ure vou

and too

it passes

who remain s
among the
hands who 1

more idea of t

University Ways

May I close with the hope i
this Conference will help ¥c
learn quickly the Uni
ways, that you will spend u
and satisfying hours in your
departments and relaxing and
entertaining times in the Union.

Finally T wish you all a very
happy and successful stay in this
Univ

FRESHER OF
THE YEAR

protest on

_‘\FT‘ER much
i the part of the Acting

Editor we are pleased fto
publish that has been
awarded the Prize for being
the Fresher of the Year—

1959-1960.

is’ the

Maureen t
woman to this coveted
award for a I cr of years.
and it is the result of sincerg
and capable effort on her part

during the past year. B :
belng cne of the ns f
last ar’s “Guild Ne she
dist shed herself in the De-
bat Society and on Guild
Counctl.
| Maureen is follow 1 line

of distinguished Freshman of
the Year, for last vear Mr. Goss
(now President) gained this
award.

The Prize is awarded annually

for the Freshman who has both
rained a high stgndard in his
or her academic work and still
part icipated actively in the work
of. the Guild.

A b N

e
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G g
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EDITORIAL

]_:‘DR the next three or more years “Guild News” will be

YOUR paper. In it you will find news of Guild person-
alities, societies and events which you will find nowhere else.
You will find that to read “"Guild News"” is to stay well
informed about all aspects of Guild affairs—and whether vou
decide to play an active part in the life of the Guild or not,
it is your duty as a member, to find out what is being done
in YOUR name, with YOUR money.

“Guild News™ aims to be readable and informative, but
it is not merely a convenient purveyor of information pro-
viding a useful bridge between the administration and the
ordinary member. It is a newspaper—YOUR newspaper—
and what it is, and becomes, is largely YOUR responsibility.

No intelligent reader is going to be satisfied with a paper
completely written by a small minority, and foisted upon an
apathetic majority. The paper must reflect the opinions and
interests of the whole membership of the Guild and it can
only do this if a broad cross-section of the Guild contribute
to these pages.

In another part of the paper you will see an appeal for
Freshers to join the staff of “Guild News,” but even if you,
as an engineer or a scientist, have few literary or journalistic
pretensions, this does net mean that your contributions to
the paper are worthless. ;

The correspondence columns are open to anyone with
the energy to pick up a pen and write. Your opinions on any-
thing from the H-Bomb to the state of the Union plumbing
are welcome. And, if you are filled with journalistic zeal,
and yet cannot join the staff, independent contributions on
any subject will always be warmly appreciated.

Remember it is your paper. If vou don’t like what we
make of it, write and tell us se and we will print your com-
plaints or remedy them. Only if our readers let us know
their opinions of the paper can we adapt it so that it con-
stantly reflects the whole student body. And after all, the
aim of a student paper should be to stimulate controversy
and reflect every facet of opinion generated by what we hope
are four thousand intelligent and lively minds, and as we
are not yet competent mind-readers, you must let us know
what you are thinking.

So it is up to you, All the Editor and Staff are prepared
to guarantee is the paper YOU deserve!

 Change
of face

]?R ESHERS' Conference

* this year runs from Sat-
urday to Monday, following
complaints that last year the
conference lasted too long
and tended to drag towards
the end. Events on Saturday
culminate with a Freshers'
Dance at the Union, replac-
ing the usual Hop in the
Great Hall, which many
people think is an unneces-
sarily brutal introduction to
Guild social life.

Sunday is still a day when
the Freshers are left largely
te themselves during the
morning, The University
Musical Society are giving a
concert in the Barber Insti-
tute on Sunday afternocon.
On Monday evening new
ground is broken with a
Freshers' Debate in the De-
bating Hall. The motion will
be “That this house believes
that University Education is
essentially a Vocational
Training,” and it is hoped
that many of the Freshers
will pluck up sufficient cour-
age to speak from the floor,
Later in the term, Debating
Society are holding a Fresh-
ers’ Tournament, in an effort
to encourage new talent as
early in the session as pos-
sible.

Medical Horrors

dents,

Moreover, when we realise that
every one of us has his own par-
ticular interests and needs, that
we may be studying almost any
subject ab a university, college
of commerce, art or technology,
full-time or part-time, married or
single, we wonder how it is pos-
sible to speak with one woice on
behalf of the student body as a
whole. Fortunately we have a
National Union of Students.

This organisation, /NIU.S. rep-
resents some 125,000 students
studying in a highly varied selec-
tion of 336 colleges throughout
England, Wades and Northern
Ireland. Each college selects
representatives who sit on the
national council of the N.U.S.
and. after mueh discussion, pass
resolutions which can be said to
represent most of the students in
the countiy.

Go-operation

And what do these resolutions
deal with? Well, like trade
unions we have a strong interest
in obtaining good working con-
ditions and adequate financial
support for our members. Be-
cause of the good relations be-
tween N.U.S., the Minlstry of
Education and the teachers’

On Monday morning,
Freshers will be subjected
to the traditional horrors of
the Medical Examination,
conducted by members of
the Medical School who have
little respect for the finer
sensibilities of  Freshers
straight from school. Pro-
tests are normally ineffec-
tive, either at the time,
when the Freshers labour
under the psychological dis-
advantage of being very
scantily clad, or afterwards

in the columns of this paper.
Medicals are part of the

WHO CARES?

Don’t

get lost in an

introspective

]'N one department there were over 300 applicants for 32

places . . . At least you have arrived at the University

and deserve our congratulations for having reached this seat

of higher learning. The next question is what are you going
to do now you have got here.

If yvou haven't already been Vi
suffocated with good advice from
school, home and your seniors

By the Reuv.
here, you will be gasping for the = =
fresh -aJlll! ‘01' rif- ;1‘:-‘:\l'r1"nu[l1'd '1111(- - KEI TH WI LKES:
dependance in a day or so. = UH!':U Chaplaiu -

It is no part of my bhusiness 2
o weary you with more advice LERLRAC A O G AR AT T Rl T

however admirable or necessary
it may be. T have to give you
good news that in the middle
of the heaps of rubble. the reams
of paper, the high pressure
salesmanship of innumerable
societies, and the mass of appre-
hensive faces, there exists a
nity of people in the Uni-

which eares about you.

It cares about your work, vour
degree and eventual job. It cares
about your extra-academic in-
teresis, sport, music, drama,
writing, art, polit It cares
about your relationships. vour
health and the conditions in
your digs. It cares that wvou
should use the great opportuni-
ties now open to you for vour
own  maturity and enjovment
and responsibility, It iz con-

cerned that you should not be
dismayed by the seething crowds
in the Union or the fact that
You may no longer be the top of
the class,

It is equally concerned that
vou should come to grips with
the great questions while vou
are in the University, and that
vou should resist every attempt
to withdraw from your proper
life as a student into some closed,
introspective huddle, secular or
religious.

It is ready and anxious to help
vou for vour own sake, whoever
you are. simply because you are
a fellow student and human
being, The [riendship of this
community is open to everyone,
it exists to serve the University.

This is not to say that other

huddle

people aren't concerned as well,
or that official machinery does
not exist to give vou the oppor-
tunities wou should have; it
does mean thal members of this
community are to be found in
eve: aspect of Guild and Uni-

y life trying to live out the
care and responsibility they have
known themselves.

This community is not a par-
ticularly conspicuous body—that
15 as it should be—but you will
discover it praying, worshipping
studying in and around St. Fran-
cis Hall. Tt is served by a Chap-
lain who is here to be of help
to wyou. It seeks to make its
proper confribution to the intel-
lectual and personal life of the
University, It will remind you
of the ground of truth, and it
offers you the security and con-
fidence and friendship you may
need.

If you are a Christian your-
self, you will of course join this
community and be found regu-
larly worshipping in the Chapel,
and sharing its concerns, If vou
are not, the Christian GCom-
munity welcomes you, whoever
you are and wherever you come
from, for your own sake as some-
one for whom God, and there-

| unions we are able to promote

tradition, and the sympathy
of the rest of the University
is with the Freshers.
During the Conference
Freshers will be subjected to
the usual high pressure sales-
manship from the wvarious
societies within the Guild,
and warned with great regu-
larity to divide their time
fairly between academic and
non-academic activities. In a
week the Conference will no
doubt be a fading memory—
and the Freshers old hands.

ONE IN A
MILLION

By David Mallion

(External Affairs Chairman)

IJOOK around at the swarming crowds of your felloy shy.
In this University alone we have we
4,000 students and when we pause to think of our colleagypg
at other Universities and colleges throughout the cmmtr_y;- we
soon realise that the student population must number Severa|
hundreds of thousands, So, if not one in a million, we ara
each of us one in a pretty large number.

I oyep

the improvement of the ediey
tional system of this countyy

However, this is merely gy,
part of the activities of Npg
For such an organisation, |jpy.
ing together nearly all Places
of higher education in Britay
furnishes ideal opportunities go;
co-operation and  social inge,.
course between students of sip.
lar interests throughout tpe
country. We thus have sy
activities as the N.U.S. Drama
Festival and the Debating
Tournament. Thirdly., memper.
ship of the NUS. offers many
money  saving  opportunitips
cheap holidays abroad throg
the N.U.S. Travel Bureay, tpa
Vacalion Work Service to hely
you find a temporary job apg
special reduced price concessions
on goods produced by mang
leading firms,

Heve in Birmingham, we auto.
matically become members of
the N.U.S. as soon as we join the
Guild of Undergraduates. It is
therefore to our profit to takas
advantage of our membershi
The members of External Affairs
Committee will be glad to el
You more about your National
Union—so please do not hesitate
to contact us via the Union
pigeon-holes—or pop up o
general office.

BOURNVILLE
VILLAGE
STEAM LAUNDRY

ACACIA ROAD
BOURNVILLE
Tel. SEL 0564

Offers ils services

for all classes of
LAUNDERING AND
CLEANING

DRY

First-class work

"________,_—p—-—'q-—"
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INTRODUCING . . ..
YOUR TOP PEOPLE

YOUR CHANCELLOR—Sir Anthony Eden, recently the

nservative Prime Minister of Suez fame (or notoriety,
C? nding on your political complexion), but an eminent
dtﬁiiclan and international negotiator.since long before most
of this paper’s public were born. KEven apart from Sir
Anthony’s ill health, you are unlik::-:ly to meet him walking
round the campus in robes of office. His is an }_mnorar_y
osition and he is lcmlylseen at‘Degrec Congregations and
other important University functions,

YOUR VlCE-CHANGELLIOR—Sir Robert Aitken, who sucpeeded
sir Raymond Priestl_{'y as Vlce—chancc_llcr_ in 1953, audl received a
knighthood in the Birthday Honours List in June of this year. Sir
R.okjF.I‘L is a New Zealander who was educated at Otago and Oxford.
Belore coming to Birmingham he was Regius Professor of _Medlcme
at Aberdeen, and in 1948 went back to New Zealand as Vice-Chan-
;-c]ior of Otago University, At the end of last term Sir prert was
one of a small group who 1‘occ:ved_ honorary degree; at Oxrol'_d. from
the new Chancellor, Harold Macmillan. Although Sir Robert is faced
with the increasing pmblemr‘: of the University's expansion, he
always takes & keen interest in the undergraduate members of the
University and their problems.

YOUR PRESIDENT—Tony Goss, a third-year Chemical Engineer
end the Guild’s first undergraduate President for years. Tony
chattered the long-standing traditions of a post-graduate President,
and also of a President who has been a member of the previous
vear's Executive. In his first year Tony was given the award for
the Outstanding Freshman of the year, for his work on Guild
Council, in the Guild theatre Group and his very high academic
attainments.

Last year he served on Entertainments Committee, and in the
Presidential Election easily defeated three more experienced
gppenents. With considerable courage and determination Tony takes
on the responsibilities of President and the strain of Finals all in
one year—and he is the sort of character who will come through
both with flying colours.

YOUR VICE-PRESIDENT Margaret Righton, graduated in
Zoology last term, and is sufficiently fond of “Brum” to stay on for
post-graduate studies. It is not only Margaret's flaming tresses
which stand out in a crowd for she has proved her ability in Guild
affairs in committee work, at the Council meetings of the National
Union of Students and in the Debating Society.

She is also Captain of the Women's Fencing Club although
whether she took up fenecing for the exercise or in self-defence has
never been ascertained. Representing the women of the University,
Margaret takes on the task of the Guild's official hostess at a time
when the Union extensions give her a much more imposing domain
over which to reign.

AN
OPEN
INVITATION

fore each one of us, cares,

The idea that having an account with a nation-wide bank like the Midland
is something reserved for people of substantial means is a fallacy. So also
is the belief that banks are interested only in those who are older and
already established. The Midland Bank is interested in YOU —and all
young people like you. You would find a bank account extremely useful
and with the Midland’s Personal Cheques the cost is only 6d. a cheque—
5/-for a book of 10. There are no other charges of any kind. If you require
more than Cheque Book service—and there are many other Midland
Bank services—ask for a Current Account. You cannot be far away from
any of our 2,250 branches. Call in next time you’re passing: you'll be very
welcome, This is an open invitation.

GUIDE FOR THE
BUMPTIOUS

1_[0‘.‘.-' to make friends and

: influence peaople—first
you must learn how fo play
bridge. It may never actu-
ally be necessary to play but
You must always be pre-
pared to make up a four.
Next a dress suit you must
Dossess, Attendance at all
formal Guild functions is an
essential step up the ladder.
At the same time you must
be prepared to muck-in and
dppear in the bar on Satur-
day might in sweater and
jeans, '

stock a good wardrobe out of
her grant.

Way to the Top

By perception and care you
will discover which people are
“IN." Being on Guild Council
may assist this so take advan-
tage of the temerity and apathy
of your fellow freshers and get
elected while the going is good.
Be aware of the phrase “social
responsibility,” but don't be too
conscientious about it.

The way to get to the top is
to “get known" and this can be
achieved in many and devious
ways, glthough there is always
the risk that you will
missed as a ‘bumptious Fresher'
by the people that matter. But
take no notice. The people that
count started off by being bump-
tious themselves—after all it is
pretty difficult to stand out
among four thousand others
also bent on making their mark,
unless of course you start off
with the advantage of being
severn feet tall or four feet
square.

You must quickly get an idea
of what is in and what is out.
Beards are out unless you're
final year or research. Scooters
are put. Everyone should be gble
o afford a car on his grant.
For women, beatnik type dress,
t Ts and long hair are out—
Every woman should be able to

be dis--

Students will find all the
Recommended Text Books

AT
HUDSON'S
“The Book Centre for the Midlands”
NEW .‘;NT REET
AND
STEPHENSON STREET

(OPFPOSITE THE QUEEN'S HOTEL)

Open until 6 p.m. on Saturdays, Closed at 1 p.m, on
Wednesdays. Tel. MID. 7701-2-3

e

for ?

Nine to five

It may be that all you have in
mind is working from nine to
five each day for three years
like any other white collar
worker. If that is your idea of
a university education, the best
of luck to you—doubtless you
will end up with a good degree.
But vou will have wasted the
only chance you are likely to
have for a thorough lock at life
and yourself, as well as the vast
sums of money that have been
lavished upon you. If you are
satisfied with such a prospect at
the start of your three vears, I
suggest that you hand in your
resignation and go off to Little

Puddlecome Technical College,
or its eguivalent.

The point is that there is more
to life in a university than finan-
cial statistics and bottles of
microbes. For one thing there is
a chance to make new friends,
possibly some that are taught to
arrive at conclusions in a
different way to you. Do not be
hide-bound by the rigid depart-
mental system that governs this
seat of higher learning—there
are other ways of getting know-
ledge than mucking about with
machines. For another thing,
there are the Guild activities.
Somebody advises you not to
join too many of these societies,
but there is an equal danger of

etc.

Future M.P.

For the future M.P., the three
major political societies offer an
opening. With the chairman-
ship of Ian Ellis, the Conserva-
tive and Unionist Association
will no doubt continue its policy
of bringing outside speakers to
the Union. The annual visit to
the Houses of Parliament is
another of this society's activi-
ties. In past years the Liberal
Society has come to play an im-
pressive role in University and
national affairs.

This society has a reputation
for bringing exciting and con-
troversial speakers to Birming-
ham and has ambitious schemes
for expansion. Lionel King has
succeeded prospective parlia-
mentary candidate Brian King
as chairman. Socialist Union
Society has as its new chairman
Andy  Miller. Among the
speakers it attracted to the
Union last year was Harold Wil-
son and the society was active
in its support of the proposed
Guild boycott of South African
goods.

Athletic interests

If wvour interests are of an
athletic character, perhaps you
will be attraclted to the Stoats
{i.e, the University Mountain-
eering club). Meets are held re-
gularly in Wales and Derbyshire,
while during vacations Scotland
and the Alps are often visited.
Of a similar character, though
slightly less rigorous is the Way-
farers, who hike in the eountry
around Birmingham and further
afield. Several successful sail-
ing holidays on the Norfolk
Broads have been organised
during Easter Vacations. Prob-
ably requiring equal stamina is
the Rhythim Club, who among
other things organise very suc-
cessful Jazz Band Balls. Acker
Bilk and his Paramount Jazz
Band and Ken Colyer's Jazzmen
were the two bands who
appeared last year.

Hard Drinkers

For the hard-drinking types
the Firkin CGlub has much to
offer while the Wine and Food

Club provides a more sophisti-

SPARE TIME
NO PROBLEM

A review of Societies
By Val Jennings

"?‘THAT to do with your spare time, or at any rate time,

should be no problem for the new Guild member. In
Guild Diary he will find details of a considerable variety of
societies—athletic, political, departmental, religious, unusual,

cated atmosphers for the epi-
cures. Club functions include
dinners, luncheons, tastings of
wine and food, and cellar
visits,

The efforts of the Film Society
have brought to the University
many famous films by English
and continental  film-makers
that students would probably
not have had the opportunity of
seeing otherwise, “Animal
Farm,” “Of Mice and Men" and
“Henry V" are three shown last
year which spring immediately
to mind.

Two societies for those re-
quiring something of a more
serious nature are the '56
Society and the New Thinkers.
The former, whose aim is to
propagate an appreciation of all
the visual arts, was last year
poorly supported which seems a
sad reflection on the cultural
standards of students of this
University. Perhaps we have
amongz this year's Freshers
people who will remedy this un-
fortunate situation. The New
Thinkers concern themselves
with problems philosophical and
would welcome any budding
Bertrand Russel's into their
midst.

Full Guide

This list of societies is by no
means complete and comprehen-
sive. A full guide is to be
found in the front of your Guild
Diary and alsg you will have an
opportunity  to question repre-
sentatives of most at Freshers’
Conference. A short word of
warning ought, however, to be
given. Most societies have very
full programmes and to be a
conscientious and responsible
member is demanding of one's
time, Selection therefore is the
keyword; read discuss and
think about societies you are
interested in before commniitting
yourself, and when you have
made your decision, support the
societies you have joined loyally
and enthusiastically. May we
wish you a satisfying and re-
warding session, in the societies
of your choice.’

Don’t waste your chances
AFTER THE STRUGGLE—WHAT NOW?

THOUGH by no means the first to do so, let me add to the welcomes you will
have already received.

At the same time, let me go on to ask what you intend
to do with yourself now that you have managed to win
through in the struggle to get here. Just ask yourself, please,
what all the business of passing exams, filling up forms and
cajoling money from your L.E.A. was for. I daresay that for
the last few months, all your mental energy has been spent
on getting to the University, Well, now you are here, what

joining teo few. Having join
the two or three you choos
5000 as you have made u:
mind, you should be as active in
them as you are in your aca-
demic work (which for some
people may not mean very
mtuch). There are surely e
societies to allow

sent by any of them, the
about starting something that
does.

Look at yourself

Above all, a university educae
tion gives you a good opportun-
ity to look at yourself. This is
the time to look at those gues-
lons vou have quietly shelyved
because they were too diffi a
deal with at the time. i
things as what life is 7
what happens when it end
what makes you tick, mat
social responsibility and persor
relations must be dealt with now
or vou will be leit with m
nagging at the back of your mind
to the end of your days.

All these are often b
in a parcel and called “r
Accepting the definition,
the time to consider your atki-
tude to it. These three years
are a time when you can consider
whether what you believe fits
the facts, or whether what you do
not believe is based on anything
more serious than another per-
son's cast-off contempt for what
he will not take the trouble to
investigate.

Microbes and hockey

Religion is as much a part of
education as microbes and it
hockey, in one way and ant
this has always been the
with universities, You will
fore miss out the relevance of
your being here if you als
out any part of the univer
activities. Your tutors will urze
you on in your work, and many
other societies will elaim that
their's is the only one for you.
What I ask is that you
be so absorbed in these that
will put off the claims
Church without any
thought. For those wh
already members of a par
denomination, each has
society. For those who a
tied down or who wish to fir
something of Christianits
themselves without being com-
mitted to anything which they
cannot honestly hold, I would
suggest to you the Student
Christian Movement.

This body of people
mgh not all of

ans, exists to sh
wist is Lord over all
life, putting forward reaso
this lordship. It has besn in
this setting of honest enguiry
that many have found sol
to their problems in the p
I hope that you will take advar
tage of them now.

To the Editor, Guild News,
¢/o Guild News Pigeon-haole,
The Union.

I should like to become a
member of Guild News staft
this yvear. My main interest
in the paper would be

and I should like you to con-
tact me personally/by post
about it.

Name

Department




YOU RUN THE GUILD
But it’s a long story

A S soon as you become a First Year Student at the Univer-

sity you also automatically become a member of the Guild

of Undergraduates, the body which has already organised

your Freshers' Conference, and within which you will find
most of your non-academic activities for the next few years.

But to describe the workings of
the Guild in one short article is
a task which would defeat the
perspicacity . of the longest
serving member. This attempt
will leave out a lot, and if any
Fresher is inspired to become a
Guild politician he would do well
to obtain a copy of the Guild's
own book of words—The Consti-
tution—from the General Office.

The Guild is governed by Guild
Council, a body elected by the
total membership of the Guild
who are divided into constitu-
encies on a departmental basis.
Council elections take place dur-
ing the Spring term, but to en-
sure the representation of First
Year students they elect their
own Freshers' Representatives
during the Autumn term. Guild
Council and Guild Councillors
have been called many names,
in this paper and elsewhere, but
their shortcomings and their
efficiency are your responsibility.
You vote them there.

Right to vote

You also have the right to vote,
during the Summer term for the
President and Vice-President of
the Guild. These two officers,
(one of each sex, although there
is no rule to say that a man must
be President) act as the Guild’s
representatives in dealings with
the University authorities and
with other outside bodies. The
Presidential election is usually
a2 fierce struggle between well-
known personalities and all the
candidates have the ordeal of
facing the Guild en masse at the
Hustings.

Working with the President
and Vice-President in the day-to-

day administration of the Guild
and the Union, is the Executive
Committee who are elected by
your representatives on Guild
Council. The Executive consists
of an Internal Affairs officer,
whose main responsibility is the
running of dances and hops and
providing hospitality for visitors
to the Union: an External
Affairs chairman who deals with
our relations with the National
Union of Students, grants and
welfare; and six other officers
who between them deal with all
the financial and secretarial
work which the running of the
Guild requires.
Mammoth meeting

At & mammoth meeting during
the Summer term, which is
attended by the Councillors for
the current and the coming year,
Guild Council elects Executive.,
and the eleven standing com-
mittees of the Guild, which be-
tween them are responsible for
the detalled running of the
Union, Catering, Carnival and
Entertainments, to mention just
a few.

This is how the wheels go
round. Naturally it is not a
simple organisation. With a
membership of more than 4,000
who want to eat, drink, hold
meetings and find their enter-
tainment within one building,
the organisational problems are
tremendous. But apart from the
indefatigable Permanent Secre-
tary and his secretarial staff, the
Guild is run by students—by vou,

Chess : interested?

J\ ANY Chess players, when they leave school to go to a

University, tend to lose interest in the game and although
they may have taken an active part in their school club, they
take no interest at all in their University Club.

The two most usual excuses
given for this state of affairs are
that either the University Club
has too high a standard or that
Jthere is far too much to do at
‘university. This first excuse is
completely invalid since the Uni-
verzity Club has five league teams

enclose a complete spect-
rum of abilities. -

The second excuse is partially
valid, but the f must weigh
up in his mind whether or not

he or she can find time in order
not to forget all the chess he
knew,

If yvou wish to keep up an
active interest in the game, you
should either attend:—

(a) a simultaneous Chess dis-
play in the Council Room on
Saturday, October 1st at 2 p.m.
or (h) a Lightning Chess
Tournament on Wednesday,
October 5th at 7T pm., or (c)
both.

STANLEY DOLPHIN PHOTOGRAPHY LTD

FPROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY
Wedding Porlraiture
Commercial Groups
Passport and Identity

702 BRISTOL ROAD

— SELLY OAK, 29
Tel. SEL 2138

FOR ALL PHOTOGEAPHIC
SUPPLIES

Cameras, Enlargers,

Chemicals, Papers and all

sundry egquipment

CORNISH BROTHERS

By Appointment, Pubishers and Booksellers to the University
All the Recommended Textbooks on sale at
our BOOKSTALL in the Lower Corridor near
the Refectory at the University, Edgbaston,

and at

39 NEW STREET

Tel. MIDIand 0569

BIRMINGHAM 2

in fact, through
repregentatives.

vour elected

It is not enough for any mem-
ber to shrug his shoulders and
say I've paid my fees, let some-
one else get on with the work.
Even if you have no ambitions to
become a Guild Councillor or a
committee member, you have one
over-riding responsibility in
Guild affairs and that is to yote.

Spark of enthusiasm

By voting, both in elections
and at the Annual General
Meeting, you are using the aob-
vious channel for influencing the
policy of what is after all, your
Guild. Past years have shown
that students are all too often
a thoroughly apathetic bunch. It
is up to you to show that your
year at least has a spark of en-
thusiasm and is determined to
make itself heard in the Guild.

But be warned—only the Con-
stitution can really guide you
through the devious ways of
Guild politics.

NATIONS
UNITED

By Rodney B. Watts

IFDLLOWING the custom
of the past two years, a
“U.N.” pre-term conference
for freshers was
held in University House.

overseas

Officially the conference
began on the 19th, but Bri-
tish were
busy forming pacts on Snow
Hill and New Street stations
long before and after this
date.

representatives

There was the annual confu-
sion over sexes, resulting in a
yvoung lady sharing a room with
a member of the opposite sex.

On “its™ arrival, the staff, with
their usual sparkling ability to
spot  mistakes, offered her
another room. Several lost their
baggage, and the porier com-
plained of somebody swiping his
lists and dogends. Nevertheless
everyvbody seemed to setile in
with remarkable rapidity.

War dance

There was a programme of
lectures, English languape and
subject tutorials arranged by the
Director of Studies, Mr., E. J.
Hathaway of the French Depart-
ment. The programme was kept
to in a manner, peculiar perhaps
to students—the lectures were
attended or skived, and the Eng-
lish tutorials were thought of as
an unnecessary evil.

Entertainment was arranged
for several evenings, including
folk dancing and songs, but per-
haps being made more memor-
able by a French Canadian,
*Momo," doing a war-dance in a
corner. A brains trust and bal-
loon debate were also held. The
survivor in the balloon ordeal
was H. Goclzen, alias Guy
Fawkes.

New ties

Although the conference may
not haye been too successful in
teaching English language, it has
brought together people from 30
countries into a community
where many ties have been made,
not only among the overseas folk
but with British included.

It is a great pity that more
British people have mnot given
their help and friendship, for it
is only on a basis of friendship
and concern for each other that
the right type of multi-racial
society which should exist in a
university will emerge.
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‘BRUM:

By Justicq,

OT unnaturally the Fresher’'s first reaction to the Eili'

Birmingham is “What a God-forsaken town !
understandable but an inaccurate impression. Qutsj

Tl‘lls is i
de Lanunn

and perhaps Manchester, no town ofers such t:t:nnprehemi'.I
and varied facilities for entertainment and enligmem.,m”E

Food

First food: here there is little
ground for complaint for there
are restaurants for all pockets
and tastes. For Indian and
Chinese gourmets there are sev-
eral reasonably priced restau-
rants, mostly along the stretch of
Bristol Road between the Ring-
way and the Bristol Cinema.
For the special occasion: The
Plough and Harrow (Hagley
Road); The Queens Hotel, the
Grand Hotel (Town centre); The
Burlington (off New Street).

There are a multitude of coffee
bars, most of them also catering
for meals of an inexpensive
nature. Recommended are the
Locarno (Broad Street); the
Firebird (Moor Street): the
Sicilia (Five Ways): for Satur-
day mornings and social climb-
ing, the Vintage Room (Temple
Street). There are hundreds of
other cafes, hotels, coffee bars,
restaurants ad infinitum so take
your pick.

Theatres

The worst drawback of Birm-
ingham for the culture vulture is
the lack of accessible theatrical
entertainment.

The Alexandra and The Reper-
tory Theatre both have resident

companies of an excellent stan-
dard.

The Birmingham Hippodrome
occasionally  gets some good
shows, but mostly it is mediocre
variety. For those prepared to
travel, the best two Midland
theatres are The Belgrade (Cov-
entry, 20 miles) and the Shakes-
peare Memorial Theatre (Strat-
ford)., Music in Birmingham is
fairly satisfactory. The Cityv of
Birmingham Symphony Orches-
tra rates highly and the Birm-
Ingham Town Hall is an ideal

venue for classical music. There

are frequent concerts th
out the year as well as ja.
certs and other stage
ances,

T0Ugh
22 nog.
ey,

Art

The Birmingham City Misze
and Art Gallery is a fine yy;
ing, the contents of Which m;
ot match the stature of fp, i
ternal design. There are S
fine pictures but also, unforgyy,
ately an over-abundance of
mediocre mid-Victorian pain,
ings. The Gallery alsg has g
comfortable Tea-Room, The
Barber Institute in Univer,
Road is one of the finest sy
galleries in the country agg ity
concert hall has superh ACoustize

For historic buildings gy
stately homes, there is jjy,
within the city boundaries By
cept Aston Hall which is yey
worth a visit. The Warwickshirs
and Worcestershire countrysg
is most inviting during the Sl
mer months though for gy
autumn ramble the Lickey Hil
(No. 62 bus) or Clent Hills (Mg
land Red bus) are attractive ang
easily reached.

Cinemas

There is a multitude of cie
mas with an all-round coversg
of horror, drama and contineni|
films as well as the news theatr
Jazz clubs abound.

.

The Brummie

One final point—do nof b
disconcerted by the Brummie He
is an oddly unforthcoming char-
acter and rather involved wilh
himself and not his neighbours'
affairs, He tends to resent
strangers mainly for geographl
cal reasons but he can be wop
especially by the use of thal
most  English characteristi—
moderation.

FHE PO

S embers of

EVERY WEEK,

IN THE

SPECTATOR

ffo.‘f Jenkins or Charles Fletcher-Cooke or Mark Bonham
Carter writes about politics . . .

Evelyn Waugh or Kingsley Amis or Angus Wilson cr Dan
Jacobson or William Golding or John Mortimer or A. L
Ayer or all of them at once and many more write about

books . .

Alan Brien and David Cairns and Isabel Quigly write
about the theatre, music and films . . .

Bernard Levin writes about the Powers trial or Lady
Chatterley’'s Lover or the Prisoners of St. Helena . . -

Katharine Whitehorn writes about almost everybody . - -

Cyril Ray writes about wine . .

Foreign correspondents write from Johannesburg oF
Capetown or Bonn or Paris or Washington or New

Mork s

Cartoonists—Trog, Quentin Blake, Maurice Bartlett and

others—draw cartoons . . .

Leader-writers write leaders . . .

Letter-writers write letters .

Advertisers advertise . . .

EVERY week?
For ninepence ?
Published on Friday ?

TRY IT? TRY IT.

Every week.
For ninepence.
Published on Friday.

‘_#_--ﬂm“ ——

FALLING ALL
SPORTSMEN

rts clubs in the University extend a warm we!come_to all Fres.hmen.
the University is administered by the Athletic Union, of which all
Undergraduates are automatically members.

.ing traditions fall to a great ex-

Sport 11 the Guild of

matches with other
es and local sport-

.Ir clubs, the Athletic Union

D“a;: : competitive basis
I[::een.DCpE]l‘tmentS in the
c.re popular sports for
cm‘cers gnable to make
r University teams. In the
these have included
rughy, SOCCET, bas-

lll, netball, tennis, ath-
quash and badminton.
yed hockey, weightlifting
I \I-'.'ollcybnll are more re-

]11 yentures in this direc-

I,
l“ thie has resulted in the
bontion of an Inter-Depart-
penial gcompetition cn a league
t hich has firmly estab-
ed itsell as an integral part
e University's sporting cal-

rhus, most students can take

nd organises fix-

by
MIKE DOWN
Sports Editor

RN TR TR Ny T

even if they do not gain a place
in the University team immedi-
ately.

And there are, of course, num-
erous casual and informal games
played between various organi-
sations in the Guild.

Birmingham Leads The
Field

In the national field of sport,
Birmingham is one of the fore-
most universities. Several of our
clubs have been successful in
the Universities' Athletic Union
and Women's Inter-Varsity Ath-
letic Board championships,
whilst many players from all
sporting branches of the Ath-
letic Union gain representative
honours yearly for the U.A.U.
and WJIV.AB., as well as
county, district and even nation-
al selection.

Inevitably, however, we lose
many players each year and the
burden of upholding our sport-

tent on the shoulders of Fresh-
men. B

Most eclubs in the Union run
two teams and the major sport-
ing elubs four or more. Inciden-
tally, vou are only required to
pay the first 3s. of your fare fo
away matches, and people re-
quired for matches are excused
lectures.

To assist the organisation of
trials, a meeting of all Fresh-
men wishing to play for the
University teams will take place
on Saturday, October 1st at
11.30 a.m. in the Debating Hall
of the Union building.

Be sure to go along and see
the representatives of the clubs
you wish to join.

The Freshmen's trials will be
held the same afternoon and
continue during the first week
of the session.

Each club will have lists of
names posted on their boards in
the Union, so remember to sign
the necessary list.

Finally, your degree course
provides for your academic
needs; the Athletic Union, the
means for you Lo Sp?l‘ld your
leisure hours with great enjoy-
ment and purpose at the same
time.

bt in their particular sport,

YOUR NEW SPORTS

COUNTY

of BROAD STREET
for NEW AND USED
SCOOTERS
MOTOR-CYCLES
BUBBLE CARS

on the very best of terms
266 BROAD _ST. (Mid. 6508)
and 266 STRATFORD ROAD,
SHIRLEY

FRESHERS !

Just a reminder . . . join the

UNIVERSITY CONSERVATIVE
ASSOCIATION NOW

Apply to I. R, T. Ellis via Union pigeon-hole for
programme.

CENTRE

-']"HE University Council has
e approved plans for the
building of a mnew University
Sports Centre which will also
include the Department of
Physical Education and the
Health Centre! It will replace
the present building containing
a large gymnasium, squash
courts, lecture rooms, z sports
hall annexe and two changing
rooms, facilities which are now
quite insufficient for the de-
mands made on them.

The new Centre will comprise

a sports hall, two large and five

small cymnasia, eight’ squash
courts, a swimming pool 110 ft.
by 48 ft,, with a l0-metre diving
beard and a rifie range, all ad-
jacent to the existing running
track. Changing accommodation
will include 4,000 lockers for
students, which will also cater
for those using the adjoining
playing fields. In addition there
is an all-purpose outdoor play-
ing area complete with rebound
wall 80 yards long.

When this scheme is com-
pleted, the University will have
facilities far- superior to any
sporiting organisation in the
country, let alone other univer-
sities.

The building should be com-
pleted by 1963-64, so we can
look forward to the future with
hopes of great improvement
both in our sports facilities and
the standard of play achieved
on the University playing fields.

Such a centre will surely de-
monstrate the great social value
of sports As an essential part
of a student’s life. The proper
blending of academic. athletic

and social activities is surely

the hallmark of the good stu-

dent.
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Grants, welfare..

... and you

T is important that a stu-

dent should live in an en-
vironment suited to his par-
ticular needs, providing faci-
lities for group work and a
room suitable for both work
and rest, and that he should
receive adeguate financial
support.

Such is the attitude that
underlies the activities of the
N.US. in its Grants and Wel-
fare policy. In recent years the
N.U.S. has obtained an increas-
ing measure of support from the
major political parties, the As-
sociation of Education Commit-
tees, the Local Education autho-
rities and the Educational Press,
all of whom have come to ac-
cept N.US's concept of the
treagment which a  person
taking up a course of higher
education should receive.

Any Problems

Within the Guild of Under-
graduates all aspects of student
welfare, with particular refer-
ence to grants and fees. insur-
ance, health, food and accoin-
modation problems, are dealt
with by the Grants and Welfare
secretary. If you have any
problems of this nafure, the
Grants and Welfare secretary
will be pleased to answer your
enquiries and needs or, alterna-
tively, to put you in touch with
pepple or organisations that
Ccan.

The Grants and Welfare Sec-
retary during the 1960-61 ses-
sion is Barry M. Faulkner, who
can be contacted via the Union
pigeon holes or at the Depart-
ment of Geneties through the
internal University post.

Personal Column

University Service—Theg uni-
versity Service will be held on
Sunday, 8th October, 1960, in
St. Bartholomew's Church (Edg-
baston Old Church) at 6.30p.m.
The Preacher will be Canon T.
R. Milford, Master of the
Temple.

E A

Experienced Typist requires
work at home, willing to do dis-
sertations, available any even-
ing, apply: Mrs. A. D. Hollo-
way, 44 Kempson Ave, Wylde
Green, Nr. Sutton Coldfield.

* ok ok

Autumn Ball.—Make sure you
have got your dress suit in time
for our first formal dance (see
Entertainments Committee bul-
letin).

& & #&

Wanted.—Freshers with jour-
nalistic inclinations—Critics, Re-
porters, Photographers, Typists,
ete—Apply Editor, via “Guild
News'" Pigeon Holes.

Carnival Magazine, 1951, —
Contributions should be sent to
the Editor via Carnival pigeon
hole.

Men at the top
differ much in their
outstanding qualities.
One thing they
have in common—
they read THE TIMES.
This stamps them
as men of judgment
and authority.

Top People of
tomorrow

take THE TIMES today

(for only 23d)*

*THE TIMES FOR 24d—if you arc a hona fide student at school,
college or university, write to the Circulation Manager, THE TIMES,

Printing House Square, London, E.C.4. for a registration form and full
instructions,

I

e _‘:'-}

¢t




GUILD NEWS, Sept. 30, 1960—Page Six

THE GREAT HALL—Last year it was reported there was a drop in the number of

tourists to the Taj Mahal.

New Council

MURISON SMALL
Travel Organiser

announces his third seazon of

CHALET SKI-ING PARTIES

for intelligent young people

Switzerland

KLOSTERS & VERBIER

Wwith exira parties at Abelboden,
February and

French Savoy Alps

COURCHEVEL 1850*

Wengen and elsewhere in
as vacation.

Grindelwald,
during the Christr

25—40 guineas
according to resort and season. The price includes all travel and
accommodation and four meals a day with wine at dinner,
(*not an extract from the railway timetable, but the helght in metres, 6,0001t.)
MURISON SMALL, Travel Organiser

11 Beauchamp Place, London, SW.3 KMightsbridge 0395

The Chemists will soon be moving into their Liguorice-a)).

AND
THIS

sorts

{Photos: [. Gunn)

THE UNION EXTENSION.—The new Executive Suite

factory.

ftur ad alta.

Sic ig

Obtain your Offcially
Authorised Golours from—

J. W. HICKS

91 The Parade,
Sutton Goldfieid.
Tel. SUT 3629.
Or from the UNION SHOP
OUTFITTER by appoint
for over 35 years.

“The University Spnaimr_ij_-__'_'_

UNIVERSITY
COLOURS

SCARVES
TIES & BADGES

witk FYLL DIVIDEND %
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will be ready for Christmas.
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